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Officials see progress against fires
-t ,*- .

Boost from rain
Oregon Public Broadcasting

“Off the map.”

That’s the triumphant
phrase Doug Grafe, the chief
of fire protection for the Ore-
gon Department of Forestry,
used to refer to several fires
he felt were so well con-
tained, they could be down-
graded in priority. Among
those off the map include the
Echo Mountain Complex,
which had forced numer-
ous evacuations on the edge
of Lincoln City, the Power-
line fire, which threatened
parts of Washington County,
and the Almeda fire, the cat-
astrophic blaze that burned
down much of Phoenix and
Talent in southern Oregon
last week.

At the same time, Grafe
gave insight into the enor-
mity of the work crews have
accomplished, and what
remains — including the
completion of hundreds of
miles of containment lines
around several remaining
enormous blazes, includ-
ing the Holiday Farm fire in
Lane County, and three huge
blazes north of there that
together have burned a half
million acres — the Beachie
Creek, Lionshead and River-
side fires.

While damage estimates
continue to escalate, as
experts head into fire zones
to inspect buildings, Orego-
nians got encouraging news
on the death toll Thursday
when Major Gen. Michael
Stencel said a 12-person mor-
tuary unit for the fire was
planning to stand down. The
fires are responsible for eight
confirmed deaths.

Gov. Kate Brown toured
the Beachie Creek fire dam-
age on Wednesday and said
having seen the damage and
devastation up close, she
found them “all-encompass-
ing and shocking.”

Brown said there is “a
long road ahead.”

She said one encouraging
development is that special
unemployment payments for
workers out of jobs due to the
wildfires will begin flowing
next week.

The Oregon Department
of Environmental Quality on
Friday extended an air qual-
ity advisory for northwest,
central, eastern and parts of
southern Oregon through
Saturday.

The agency said smoke
is starting to clear from the
Interstate 5 corridor and that
conditions in the Portland
and Salem areas should keep
improving throughout Friday.

Oregon saw heavy rains
Thursday and Friday. Mete-
orologists expect isolated
thunderstorms, wind and rain
to continue to help and hinder
fire crews through Saturday.

The National Weather
Service initially predicted
that a series of thunder-
storms could bring a quar-
ter to a half an inch of rain to
douse fires burning on both
sides of Oregon’s Cascades.
Mother Nature delivered, and
then some. The weather ser-
vice reported that storm spot-
ters were recording up to an
inch of rain in just 20-30 min-
utes. The storms also brought
lightning and ping pong-ball
sized hail.

Grafe said that the mois-

A firefighter works to douse hot spots on the Holiday Farm fire on Thursday.

‘THE STORM FRONT DOES BRING
FAVORABLE MOISTURE, HOWEVER,
THERE ARE SOME DOWNSIDES AND

IT’S THOSE WINDS AND IT DEPENDS
ON WHERE THE WINDS LAND.”

Doug Grafe | chief of fire protection
for the Oregon Department of Forestry

ture would hit an ideal area.

“If I could script it, that’s
exactly where I would (put
it),” Grafe said, calling it
“good news for Oregon.”

Grafe did warn that the
winds could increase and,
if the moisture didn’t hit
the burning area first, those
winds could be problem-
atic and test any fire contain-
ment lines firefighters have
established.

“For the next 24 hours,
we’re expecting some chal-
lenges with the weather,”
Grafe said Thurday. “The
storm front does bring favor-
able moisture, however, there
are some downsides and it’s
those winds and it depends on
where the winds land.”

Stations around the area
clocked winds at up to 60
miles per hour.
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There’s a chance those
rains could bring another set
of consequences: violent,
fast-moving landslides called
post-fire debris flows that can
outpace cars and annihilate
anything in their path.

Already, the rain knocked
out electricity in some parts of
Oregon. According to Pacific
Power, there were more than
170 power outages in the state
affecting nearly 5,000 house-
holds. The bulk of those out-
ages, about 3,500, were clus-
tered east of Albany. Pacific
Power is also reporting out-
ages Friday morning on the
Oregon Coast, near Lincoln
City, as well as up and down
the Interstate-5 corridor.

The National Weather
Service put out an alert for
flash flooding and potential
debris flows for burned areas
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Notice of Availability of the Northwest Training and

Testing Final Supplemental EIS/OEIS

The U.S. Navy has completed a final supplement to the 2015 Northwest Training and Testing (NWTT) Final
Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement (EIS/OEIS). The completion
of the Final Supplemental EIS/OEIS follows years of research, analysis, stakeholder and tribal engagement,

and public involvement.

Proposed Action

The Navy is proposing to continue training and testing activities at sea and in associated airspace within the
Study Area beyond 2020. Proposed activities are similar to those that have occurred in the Study Area for
decades and previously analyzed in the 2015 NWTT Final EIS/OEIS.

throughout the Cascades. But
even though the debris flows
that follow fires are well-stud-
ied, there’s never really been
one documented in western
Oregon.

The Oregon Department
of Transportation, fire offi-
cials and researchers all agree
on this: They really can’t say
if a debris flow will happen,
or if it does, how big it will
be.

But they also say that
these fires created the perfect
conditions for such events.
They burned very hot, in very
steep terrain.

“It’s worse than 1 feared.

It really is,” said Michael
Zimmerman, senior engi-
neering geologist for the
Oregon Department of Trans-
portation. He works in an
ODOT-designated  region
that encompasses Portland,
Mount Hood and the area
burned by the Riverside fire.
It’s unclear if the heavy
storms triggered any slides as
of Friday morning, or if they
will at all — most of the areas
are evacuated, and news from
incident command crews
come in slowly. But Thursday
evening, operations were sus-
pended at the Holiday Farm
fire, and all non-essential per-
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sonnel, including most utility
and road workers, were told
to leave for 24 hours. Even
if slides don’t come, offi-
cials said that storm damage
was likely to slow firefighting
progress, as high winds down
burned trees in the area and
rains dislodge debris from
unsteady hillsides.

David Bishop with the
National Weather Service in
Portland said Friday momn-
ing that the agency had not
received any reports of flash
floods in burn scars around
the region.

The Oregonian contrib-
uted to this report.
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The purpose of the Proposed Action is to continue training and testing activities to ensure the Navy can
accomplish its mission to maintain, train, and equip combat-ready naval forces capable of winning wars,
deterring aggression, and maintaining freedom of the seas.

Final Supplemental EIS/OEIS

The Navy is committed to providing an accessible version of
the Final Supplemental EIS/OEIS to the public during
COVID-19 conditions. The document will be available

beginning Sept. 18, 2020, at www.NWTTEIS.com.

If you need assistance accessing the document, please
contact Ms. Julianne Stanford, Navy Region Northwest
Public Affairs Office, at julianne.stanford@navy.mil
or 360-867-8525.

Public Involvement

The Navy is committed to keeping the public
informed. The Navy obtained public input at
several stages during the environmental
planning process and held eight public
meetings throughout Washington, Oregon,
Northern California, and southeastern Alaska.
The Final Supplemental EIS/OEIS includes
responses to public comments received during
the Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS public review
and comment period. In accordance with
National Environmental Policy Act regulations,
the Navy will wait a minimum of 30 days after
publication of the Final Supplemental EIS/OEIS
before making a final decision on the action.

If you have questions or would like additional information,
please visit www.NWTTEIS.com or contact:

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Northwest
Attn: NWTT Supplemental EIS/OEIS Project Manager
3730 N. Charles Porter Ave., Building 385

Oak Harbor, WA 98278-3500




