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This week marks the third entry in 
Coast Weekend’s fiction writing con-
test. To participate, send in a short story, 
no longer than 250 words, to aevans@
dailyastorian.com. Entries can be con-
tinuations of published prompts or new 
works of fiction. This week’s edition 
is “THROUGH MY WINDOW PAIN,” 
by Linda Webb Gustafson, of Cannon 
Beach.

‘THROUGH MY WINDOW PAIN’
I didn’t want to be rich. I wanted to be 

regular.
A small cottage by the sea suited me 

just fi ne. The mansion was so much wasted 
space. I desired a home that felt like a hug, 
not an endless scream.

Staring out the beveled glass of the 
ornately framed window I clung to the 
heavy drapes. Tears fell down my sunken 
cheeks. This house was a prison, as was the 
society I lived in.

Be this, be that, but never be me.
Though the Scandinavian, Finnish and 

Norwegian immigrants lives were different 
I could see the love. Not mere formality ... 
love ... I never knew. Looked down upon, 

they had unity of family and friends work-
ing through hardship and life together.

I had “my privilege” ... one I detested. 
People who told me what I “should” do not 
caring what I wanted. Keeping up appear-
ances is everything.

A long time ago I stood at this win-
dow. Today there is no one left alive who 
can testify what the smeared stain is on 
the wooden fl oor or what caused it or who. 

They discarded the rug that was under the 
table hoping to hide the evidence. That day, 
instead of sugar I mixed my tea with drops 
of blood. Blood and tears spilled upon the 
lace doily later thrown into the wood stove 
so no one would know.

I was a sea captain’s daughter who 
is still watching the working class from 
that window.

Money can’t buy happiness.

SCRATCHPAD

Find it all online!
CoastWeekend.com

features full calendar listings, 
keyword search and easy 
sharing on social media.

STAFF AND CONTRIBUTORS

To advertise in Coast Weekend, call 
503-325-3211 or contact your local 
sales representative.
© 2020 COAST WEEKEND

COAST WEEKEND EDITOR

ALYSSA EVANS

CALENDAR COORDINATOR

BREE ELLIOTT

CONTRIBUTORS

RON BALDWIN
ZOË BUCHLI
MORGAN GRINDY
BARBARA LLOYD McMICHAEL

ON THE 

COVER

Round Island 

in Willapa Bay, 

Washington.

PHOTO BY RON 

BALDWIN

Coast Weekend is published every Thursday by the EO Media Group, 
all rights reserved. No part of this publication can be reproduced 
without consent of the publisher. Coast Weekend appears weekly in 
The Astorian and the Chinook Observer.

TO SUBMIT AN ITEM
Phone: 503.325.3211 Ext. 217 or 800.781.3211
Fax:  503.325.6573
E-mail:  editor@coastweekend.com
Address: P.O.Box 210  •  949 Exchange St. Astoria, OR  97103

ON THE 

COVER

Round Island 

in Willapa Bay, 

CRUISE THE COAST
PAGE 8

THURSDAY
SEPT. 3

2020

PAGE 8PAGE 8

VISIT NASELLE, CHINOOKMANZANITA AUTHOR PENS CRIME NOVEL 
PAGE 2

SAVING SEAFOOD  ON THE COAST
PAGE 4

3 Dweeken�
$250 FREE PLAY

DRAWINGS

By ALYSSA EVANS
COAST WEEKEND EDITOR

‘� rough my window pain’
Fiction contest continues 

YOUR #1 PREMIER CANNABIS RETAILER

LARGEST SELECTION
FRIENDLY & KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF

ELITE PRODUCTS

Ilwaco 
(8am - 10pm)
360-261-7200

133 Howerton Ave

Cathlamet
(8am - 10pm)
360-849-4504

327 WA-4

Kelso
(8am - 12am)
360-636-0420

820A West Side Hwy

Longview 
(8am - 12am)
360-703-3229
971 14th Ave

WARNING: This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. There may be health risks
associated with the consumption of this product. For use only by adults 21 and over. Keep out of reach of children.  Marijuana can

 impair concentration, coordination, and judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. 

–– For Washington Residents ––


