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Defies virus with
large crowd

By JONATHAN LEMIRE,
MICHELLE L. PRICE
and KEVIN FREKING

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump blasted
Joe Biden as a hapless career
politician who will endan-
ger Americans’ safety as he
accepted his party’s renomi-
nation Thursday on the South
Lawn of the White House.
While the coronavirus kills
1,000 Americans each day,
Trump defied his own admin-
istration’s pandemic guide-
lines to speak for more than
an hour to a tightly packed,
largely maskless crowd.

Facing a moment fraught
with racial turmoil, economic
collapse and a national health
emergency, Trump deliv-
ered a triumphant, optimistic
vision of America’s future.
But he said that brighter hori-
zon could only be secured if
he defeated his Democratic
foe, who currently has an
advantage in most national
and battleground state polls.

“We have spent the last
four years reversing the dam-
age Joe Biden inflicted over
the last 47 years,” Trump
said, referring to the former
senator and vice president’s
career in Washington, D.C.

When Trump finished, a
massive fireworks display
went off by the Washington
Monument, complete with
explosions that spelled out
“Trump 2020.”

His acceptance speech
kicked off the final stretch
of the campaign, a race now
fully joined, and, despite
the pandemic, soon to begin
crisscrossing the country.
Trump’s pace of travel will
pick up to a near daily pace
while Biden, who has largely
weathered the pandemic
from his Delaware home,
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Trump calls for order, blasts Biden
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President Donald Trump and his family stand on the South Lawn of the White House on the fourth day of the Republican
National Convention on Thursday.

announced Thursday that he
will soon resume campaign
travel.

Teasing once more that a
vaccine could arrive soon, the
president promised victory
over the coronavirus pan-
demic that has killed more
than 175,000 people, left mil-
lions unemployed and rewrit-
ten the rules of society. And,
in the setting for his speech,
Trump sought to project a
sense of normalcy by throw-
ing caution about the corona-
virus aside.

All week long, Republi-
cans at the convention tried
to create the illusion that
the pandemic is largely a
thing of the past. The rows
of chairs on the South Lawn
were inches apart. Protective
masks were not required, and
COVID-19 tests were not
administered to everyone.

As his speech brought

the scaled-back Republi-
can National Convention to
a close, Trump’s incendiary
rhetoric risked inflaming a
divided nation reeling from
a series of calamities, includ-
ing the pandemic, a major
hurricane that slammed into
the Gulf Coast and nights
of protest after Jacob Blake,
a Black man, was shot by a
white Wisconsin police offi-
cer. Prosecutors charged a
white, 17-year-old police
admirer with the fatal shoot-
ing of two protesters and
wounding of a third.

The president spoke from
a setting that was both famil-
iar and controversial. Despite
tradition and regulation to
not use the White House
for purely political events,
a huge stage was set up out-
side the executive mansion,
dwarfing the trappings for
some of the most important

moments of past presiden-
cies. The speaker’s stand was
flanked by dozens of Ameri-
can flags and two large video
screens.

Trying to run as an insur-
gent as well as incumbent,
Trump rarely includes calls
for unity, even in a time of
national uncertainty. Present-
ing himself as the last barrier
protecting an American way
of life under siege from radi-
cal forces, Trump has repeat-
edly, if not always effec-
tively, tried to portray Biden
— who is considered a mod-
erate Democrat — as a tool
of extreme leftists.

He mocked his opponent’s
record and famous empa-
thy, suggesting that “laid off
workers in Michigan, Ohio,
New Hampshire, Pennsylva-
nia” don’t “want Joe Biden’s
hollow words of empathy,
they wanted their jobs back.”

In a week of racial tumult,
Republicans have claimed
that the violence that has
erupted in Kenosha, Wiscon-
sin, and some other Ameri-
can cities is to be blamed on
Democratic governors and
mayors and would only grow
worse under a Biden admin-
istration. That drew a stern
rebuke from Biden.

“The problem we have
right now is that we are in
Donald Trump’s America,”
Biden said on MSNBC. “He
views this as a political ben-
efit to him, he is rooting for
more violence, not less. He is
pouring gasoline on the fire.”

Both parties are watching
with uncertainty the devel-
opments in Wisconsin and
cities across the nation with
Republicans leaning hard on
support for law and order —
with no words offered for
Black victims of police vio-
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lence — while falsely claim-
ing that Biden has not con-
demned the lawlessness.

Rudy Giuliani, Trump’s
personal attorney and New
York City’s former mayor,
declared that Democrats’
“silence was so deafening
that it reveals an acceptance
of this violence because they
will accept anything they
hope will defeat President
Donald Trump.”

Though some of the
speakers, unlike on previ-
ous nights, offered notes of
sympathy to the families of
Black men killed by police,
Giuliani also took aim at the
Black Lives Matter move-
ment, suggesting that it,
along with antifa, was part
of the extremist voices push-
ing Biden to “execute their
pro-criminal, anti-police pol-
icies” and had “hijacked the
protests into vicious, brutal
riots.”

Along with Biden, run-
ning mate Kamala Harris
offered  counter-program-
ming for Trump’s prime-
time speech. She delivered
a speech a half mile from
the White House, declaring,
“Donald Trump has failed at
the most basic and import-
ant job of a president of the
United States: He failed to
protect the American people,
plain and simple.”

Some demonstrators
took to Washington’s streets
Thursday night, ahead of a
march planned for Friday.
New fencing was set up along
the White House perimeter
to keep the protesters at bay,
but some of their shouts and
car horns were clearly audi-
ble on the South Lawn where
more than 1,500 people gath-
ered. Soon after Trump began
talking, the horns and sirens
which came through
occasionally to the millions
watching at home — caused
some people in the last row to
turn around and look for the
source of the disturbance.

!

A BIG thank you goes out to all the buyers who purchased animals from youth outside of the auction. You not
only showed your generous support, but in part, helped contribute to keeping attendance numbers low during
the live auction, which allowed room for other buyers in the community to show their support for youth as well!

The auction committee would also like to thank all of the volunteers, buyers, parents, and youth who attended
the auction. We appreciated your patience and flexibility while following our local Phase 2 COVID-19 guidelines.
Because of your cooperation we were able to make this auction happen and be successful!

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the Animal Buyers Fund!

A1 Ready Mix

Ag-Bag Forage Solutions
Astoria NW Homes

Autio Company
Baker's General Store

Balensifer Fisheries

Barendse, Aaron & Kelly
Bergeman Construction
Bergeson, Andrew

Biamont Family Farm
& Show Swine

Big Creek Excavation
Big Island Ranch

BMFIC

Borgen Custom Wood
Bornstein Seafood's
Bourrioux, Shawn

Browning, Jared

BS Crab & Shrimp Tales LLC
Bruce Olson Tile
Butler, Tiffany

Brim Aviation

Brim's Farm & Garden

BS Excavation

Buoy Beer Company
Camp, Ashley
Cary Johnson Custom Homes

CCE Properties LLC

CMG Management

Coastal Restoration

Columbia Memorial Hospital
Columbia River Bar Pilots

Culver, Kelly & Jill
Cummings, Mike

Curtis Tractor & Machines

DB Trucking
DK Windows

Diane Barendse, CPA

Dugan Family

Englund Marine &
Industrial Supply Co.

Enke, Trudy
Estes, Brett
F & B Logging
Fastabend, Heidi
Fennerty, Gus

Finn Family Enterprises LLC

First Pass Ouftfitters
Fishhawk Fisheries

Fultano's Pizza-Astoria
Gateway Community Church

Goodman Family

Gretchen Allen & Associates CPA

Hale, Victoria

Hampton Lumber Mill

Maintenance Team

Hampton Lumber-Warrenton

Harber, Conor

Helligso Construction
Hernandez, Norma
House, George & Marlene

Hughes, Ken
Hunsinger Fish

Jewell School District
Johnson, Betsy, Senator

Johnson, Ryan
K & M Medivan
Kelly, Valerie
Kinney & Sons

Knutsen Insurance

Lawrence Oil Co

Lewis & Clark Bank

Lewis & Clark Tree Farms,
Greenwood Resources

Lum'’s Auto Center
Manna Movers LLC
Mayhem Metalworks
Mays Land & Livestock

Morisse Logging

Nate Malinen Trucking

Roberts, Gloria

Rohne, Dirk & Amanda

Safeway - Astoria

Sarkie, Paul & Londa
Seaside Attorneys

Seaside Pet Clinic
Seppa, Mike & Jeanne

Springer’s Garage
Starley Family Dentistry
Stemper Family
Sterling Ficken Family
Taylor, Dulyce
Teevin Bros. Land/Timber
Terry's Plumbing

Tikkala, Matthew
Troedsson, Peter & Julie

Tweedle Farms
Wadsworth Electric

Walluski Valley Fine Swine
Warila Polled Herefords

Warrenton Fiber

Northwest Ready Mix

Nygaard Logging

P&L Johnson Mechanical
Parcel Assistant LLC
Phillips, Matt & Bree

Wickiup Ridge Construction

Wilco

Wild Goose Ice Cream Buggy

Poulsen, Christopher & Allyson
Rickenbach Construction

Williams, Eric
Wray, David & Casey
Zschoche, Lena

A big Thank you to these businesses that paid the commission fees for the market auction.
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