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Dear Annie: Since you 
wrote “Ask Me Anything,” 
I’m taking you up on it.

I had known a lady for 
about a year when I fi nally 
asked her out. I was shocked 
when she said yes. The date 
was to be a game of minia-
ture golf followed by a walk 
on the beach. Long story 
short, she stopped by my 
house fi rst, and we never 
made it to miniature 
golf or the beach. 
Instead, I had a few 
of the best hours of 
my life.

After a couple 
of similar “dates,” I 
invited her to move 
in with me, and she 
accepted. Our rela-
tionship was close 
to perfect. She was 
extremely caring 
and affectionate. I 
didn’t want to bring up mar-
riage too soon, but I did tell 
her I wanted to spend the 
rest of my life with her, and 
she said the same to me.

This continued for about 
three months. But then, 
one Sunday, she got up 
very early to go spend the 
day with her mother out 
of town. As she was get-
ting ready, I hugged her 
and said, “I am happy you 
enjoy spending time with 
your mom, but it would be 
great if you would plan it a 
little later so we could enjoy 
some time together before 
you have to leave.”

Later that afternoon, she 
came back and was enraged 
that I’d said anything about 
her spending time with her 
mom. She hurriedly packed 
her things and left. That was 
10 months ago. I tried sev-
eral times to call her, but 
she wouldn’t answer. And 
she didn’t reply to any of 
the several emails I sent. 
I simply cannot fathom 
what caused her to go from 
the most loving person 
I’ve ever known to want-
ing nothing to do with me. 
Should I give up on her 
altogether? If not, what 
can I do to get her back? 
— Whiplashed

Dear Whiplashed:

When things go from 0 to 
100 so quickly, it’s a sign 
you’re headed for a crash 
— in your case, a hit and 
run. With the way she split 
so quickly, you can be sure 
that it wasn’t just because 
of what you said that day; 
it was because she’d been 
planning to leave already.

Asking her to move in 
after a few dates was a mis-

take. You didn’t 
know her then, and 
you hardly know 
her now. Keep try-
ing to move on. 
As hard as it is, it 
will get easier with 
time. The next time 
you meet some-
one special — and 
there will indeed be 
a next time — take 
things slow.

Dear Annie:
My fi rst reaction to the let-
ter “Father Knows Best,” 
about a 40-year tradition of 
yard care was, “What a nice 
story!” But then my training 
as a master gardener kicked 
in, and I thought, “Why are 
they raking up all the grass 
clippings?”

If your lawn is kept reg-
ularly mowed, it is much 
better to leave the clippings 
where they are to decom-
pose and help to fertilize 
the lawn naturally. In Flor-
ida, we are not allowed 
to use any chemical fer-
tilizer on grass during the 
rainy summer months. The 
clippings help improve 
our mostly sandy soil by 
adding organic matter. 
Save yourself some trou-
ble while doing the right 
thing for your lawn. Bet-
ter still, reduce its area and 
replace it with garden beds 
and trees, and plants for the 
birds and the butterfl ies. — 
Florida Master Gardener 
Yard Advisor

Dear Yard Advisor:
I missed the mark in my 
response to “Father Knows 
Best,” as I didn’t consider 
the environmental benefi ts 
of leaving lawn clippings. 
I heard from many readers 
about this one. Thank you 
for setting me straight.

The Astorian

The Lower Colum-
bia Human Resource 
Management Associa-
tion  has announced the 
recipients of the associ-
ation’s  s cholar-
ship p rogram: 
Cody Lachica, 
a 2020 gradu-
ate of Astoria 
High School, was 
awarded $1,000; 
and Amber King, 
a 2020 grad-
uate of Rain-
ier High School, 
was awarded 
$500. Both were 
selected for 
their outstand-
ing efforts in pre-
paring for their 
future careers in 
human resources 
and  business.

Lachica completed a 
variety of business and 
marketing courses in high 
school  and at Clatsop 
Community College. She 
plans to earn her associ-
ate’s degree at Clatsop  

and transfer to Oregon 
State University to obtain 
her bachelor’s degree in 
business administration.

King has been involved 
in many extracurricular 
activities, including lead-

ership, basketball, 
Columbian Crew 
and senior class 
secretary, while 
maintaining a near 
4.0 GPA.

The asssoca-
tion’s  s cholar-
ships are awarded 
to applicants who 
are graduating 
high school stu-
dents residing in 
Clatsop, Colum-
bia and Tillamook 
counties  or Pacifi c 
County  who will 
be attending col-
lege in the fall, 

or current college stu-
dents continuing their 
education the following 
year who have a home 
of record in one of the 
 counties.

For information, go to 
lchrma.org

The Astorian

The Oregon Cultural 
Trust has awarded the Asto-
ria Scandinavian Heri-
tage Association a grant of 
$27,034 to create 10 inter-
pretive panels for installa-
tion at the Astoria Nordic 
Heritage Park, to be con-
structed on the Astoria Riv-
erwalk between 15th and 
16th streets.

Planning for the park 
started in 2015, with a hope-
ful construction start date of 

February 2021, providing 
fundraising is complete. The 
estimate of probable costs 
for the park is $1.4  million; 
$815,000 has already been 
raised.

Local individuals and 
groups wishing to hear a 
brief presentation and talk 
about the park effort should 
contact park committee 
chair Judi Lampi at clat-
sop41@yahoo.com or call 
503-791-9156.

For information, go to 
astorianordicpark.org

Al-Anon (Astoria) 
— For information, call 
503-325-1087.

Al-Anon (Clatskanie) 
— For information, call 
503-728-3351.

Al-Anon (Nehalem) 
— For information, call 
503-368-8255.

Al-Anon (Seaside) — For 
information, call 503-810-

5196 for information.
Al-Anon (Tillamook) —

For information, call 503-842-
5094 or 503-730-5863.

Al-Anon Family Groups 
information — Oregon Area 
Al-Anon website, orego-
nal-anon.org

Alateen (Tillamook) 
— For information, call 
503-730-5863.

The Astorian

Astoria FFA virtually 
attended the Oregon FFA 
State Horse Evaluation and 
placed fourth in state. Team 
members were Alivia Rick-
enbach, Samantha Daven-
port and Jena Russel.

Students who participate 

in this team career develop-
ment event evaluate and rank 
horses based on breed char-
acteristics, conformation and 
performance. They also solve 
problems from nutrition and 
reproduction to the tack, 
equipment and feed used, 
then defend their decisions 
orally to a panel of judges.

Astoria
Christian Church
For service information 

and updates, go to asto-
riachristian.org or bit.ly/
AstoriaChristian, call 503-
325-2591 or email Astoria-
Christian@gmail.com

Astoria First United 
Methodist Church
For livestream service 

information and updates, 
email the church offi ce 
at offi ce@unitedmeth-
odistastoria.org or call 
503-325-5454.

Grace
Episcopal Church
For updates, food pan-

try hours and in-person and 
livestream service infor-
mation, call the church at 
503-325-4691, email gra-
ceastoria4691@gmail.com 
or go to graceastoria.org or 
fb.me/Grace Astoria

St. Mary,
Star of the Sea Parish

For information about 
the St. Vincent de Paul 
Food Pantry hours, and 
service and livestream-
ing information at both the 
Astoria church and Ham-
mond mission, call 503-
325-3671, email offi ce@
stmaryastoria.com or go to 
stmaryastoria.com or bit.
ly/stmaryastoria 
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Architect’s image of the Astoria Nordic Heritage Park.

Astoria FFA places fourth 
in state virtual competition
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Bright fl ame burns fast
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Quick assembly gas grill. 

Features 265 Sq. In. of 

cooking on porcelain-

coated wire grates. 2 

stainless steel burners. 

Plastic side shelves offer 

built-in handles and tool 

hooks. Durable porcelain-

coated steel lid and firebox, 

designed to withstand the 

elements. Piezo ignition 

system offers a reliable 

spark with every push. 

(2) 6 In. wheels offer easy 

portability. SKU 807583

$9999
THERMOS/CHARBROIL

QUICK ASSEMBLY

GAS GRILL Unassembled

Algae, Mold & Mildew Stain Remover

Original 30 seconds outdoor cleaner. Fast 

acting cleaner removes stains from algae, 

mold, and mildew. Also instantly removes dirt 

and grime from virtually all outdoor surfaces. 

No need to use a noisy pressure washer. 

Specifically formulated to be effective on all 

exterior surfaces including decks, siding, 

patios, walks, porches, steps, lanais, pools, 

boats, recreational vehicles, tents, patio 

furniture, awnings, and more. Safe to use 

around lawns and landscaping. Will not stain 

concrete. Non-corrosive to metals when used 

as directed. SKU 726795

30 SECONDS

OUTDOOR CLEANER
$799

Smokey Joe Silver charcoal grill 

with a compact 14 In. diameter 

cooking grate is perfect to serve up 

small meals for picnics or camping. 

Features a plated-steel cooking 

grate, porcelain-enamel bowl and 

lid, adjustable damper with 4 air 

vents, aluminum ash catcher, glass-

reinforced nylon handle, and 2 rust 

resistant aluminum dampers. Limited 

10-year warranty. SKU 808938

WEBER SMOKEY JOE 

CHARCOAL GRILL

$3499

The original kettle charcoal grill. Features 

a heavy-gauge porcelain-enameled 

lid and bowl and One-Touch cleaning 

system. Includes aluminized steel, rust-

resistant aluminum legs, vent, aluminum 

ash catcher, rust resistant aluminum 

damper, and 2 glass reinforced nylon 

handles. Plated steel cooking grate and 

angled lid hook inside grill lid. Durable 

all-weather rubber molded wheels. 

Limited 10-year warranty.  SKU 844667

WEBER ORIGINAL KETTLE 

CHARCOAL GRILL

$8900

"We're 
more than 
a lumber 

yard"

WEBER SMOKEY JOE 
CHARCOAL GRILL
Smokey Joe Silver charcoal grill 
with a compact 14 In. diameter 
cooking grate is perfect to serve up 
small meals for picnics or camping. 
Features a plated-steel cooking 
grate, porcelain-enamel bowl and 
lid, adjustable damper with 4 air 
vents, aluminum ash catcher, glass- 
reinforced nylon handle, and 2 rust 
resistant aluminum dampers. Limited 
10-year warranty. SKU 808938

WEBER ORIGINAL KETTLE 
CHARCOAL GRILL
The original kettle charcoal grill. Features 
a heavy-gauge porcelain-enameled 
lid and bowl and One-Touch cleaning 
system. Includes aluminized steel, rust- 
resistant aluminum legs, vent, aluminum 
ash catcher, rust resistant aluminum 
damper, and 2 glass reinforced nylon 
handles. Plated steel cooking grate and 
angled lid hook inside grill lid. Durable 
all-weather rubber molded wheels. 
Limited 10-year warranty. SKU 844667

QUICK ASSEMBLY 
GAS GRILL
Quick assembly gas grill. 
Features 265 Sq. In. of 
cooking on porcelain- 
coated wire grates. 2 
stainless steel burners. 
Plastic side shelves offer 
built-in handles and tool 
hooks. Durable porcelain- 
coated steel lid and firebox, 
designed to withstand the 
elements. Piezo ignition 
system offers a reliable 
spark with every push.
(2) 6 In. wheels offer easy 
portability. SKU 807583

$0099
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