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Candidates: Five seek east side seat in Astoria
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Uniontown and the South
Slope in Ward 2.

Hilton grew up in Asto-
ria and has worked as a
longshoreman,  commer-
cial fisherman, a food safety
engineer and with Travel
Oregon, the state’s market-
ing agency. He is an artist
and photographer who is
involved in the FisherPoets
Gathering.

Lisa Morley is an Alder-
brook resident who led the
creation of the Friends of
Birch Field and Park after
the city considered sell-
ing some properties. She is
a safety consultant through
Dekra Insight.

Joshua Conklin grew up
in Astoria, works at Costco
and was previously with
the Commodore and Nor-
blad hotels. He attended
Clatsop Community Col-
lege, working on initiatives
to improve sustainability
and create a tobacco-free
campus. He has also vol-
unteered with The Har-
bor, an advocacy group for
survivors of domestic and
sexual violence, and was
a member of the steering
committee for the Lower
Columbia Q Center. He has
also become well-known

through his drag persona,
“Ginger Vitus.”

With all the outside
development interest in
Astoria, Conklin said, he
became nervous about who
would apply for West’s seat
on the City Council. Conk-
lin sees himself as a rep-
resentative of the working
class.

“I just didn’t want the
wrong person to get in
to make a decision that
would impact Astoria for
a lifetime,” he said. “That
was kind of my main
motivation.”

Brook Boden is from
Houston but has lived in
Oregon since 1975 and
moved from the Portland
area to the Emerald Heights
Apartments in  Astoria
three years ago. She has
taught around the world in
special education and is in
the process of retiring. She
has experience as a social
worker, a Rotarian and as
a volunteer with chambers
of commerce and visitors
associations.

Boden said a friend and
fellow volunteer at KMUN
Coast Community Radio
encouraged her to apply. “I
feel like I have a perspec-
tive of all different life-
styles that might keep me a

little more open,” she said.

Heather Kelez works
remotely as director of
support for DigitalPour, a
company specializing in
online draft beer menus for
bars and restaurants, and
moved to Astoria in April
during the coronavirus
pandemic. Kelez said she
has been trying to become
involved locally as a vol-
unteer, inquiring about
being a theater usher and
training to be a court-ap-
pointed special advocate.
She said a reduced work
schedule gave her the time
to try local government, an
area where she has long
wanted to get involved.

“I can bring a younger,
kind and honest perspective
to the council,” she said in
an email. “I spent the week-
end walking around my
ward and met with a cou-
ple dozen neighbors, most
of whom expressed want-
ing to feel their voice is
heard on the council. I can
promise that I will set aside
my gut notion on any pro-
posal brought up in coun-
cil and take the time to hear
the differing viewpoints
from our residents to help
make the most informed,
well-intentioned decisions
for all.”

Arace in Warrenton

In Warrenton, City Com-
missioner Tom Dyer, a
retired state trooper, and
Commissioner Mark Bald-
win, a building contractor,
are running unopposed for
Position 3 and Position 2.

Ackley, a real estate bro-
ker with Windermere Realty
Trust, was appointed in 2015
to Position 1 to fill a vacancy
and was elected to a four-
year term in 2016. She chose
not to run again to focus on
her work.

One of the candidates to
replace her is Brandon Wil-
liams, a building contractor.
He has served as a precinct
committeeman and former
vice chairman and secre-
tary of the Clatsop County
Republican Party.

Gerald Poe, a Hammond
resident and merchant sailor
who works on ferries with
the Washington State Depart-
ment of Transportation, has
served on the city’s Urban
Renewal Advisory Board,
budget committee and a
committee for the Hammond
Marina.

The third candidate to
replace Ackley is Allen Berry,
aretired electrician who lives
in Hammond. Berry had ini-
tially shown interest in run-
ning against Dyer.

South County: Cockrum the lone candidate for Gearhart mayor
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He served six years on
the Seaside Chamber of
Commerce board and Sea-
side Transportation Com-
mission and three years on
the Planning Commission.

“My desire is to con-
tinue serving our commu-
nity through the City Coun-
cil as your commissioner
for Ward 4,” Posalski said.
“I hope to be an open ear
and your voice on the coun-
cil as 1 serve our entire
community.”

Kleczek is the former
chairwoman of the Sunset
Empire Transportation Dis-
trict board and currently the
Northwest Transportation
Options representative for
the district. She serves on
the Special Districts Asso-
ciation of Oregon’s board
of directors.

“My mission is to cre-
ate more accessibility to the
decision-making process,
and to make the city gov-
ernment available to more
of our population,” Klec-
zek said.

Wood, a Bandon native,
is an assistant golf pro-
fessional at the Highlands
Golf Club in Gearhart.

Frank, who serves as
councilor at large for Ward
1 and Ward 2, joined the
council in 2012 and won
reelection unopposed in
2016.

“I'm  running again
because 1 have 50-year
investment in the city, and
am very honored to serve
in this position,” Frank
said. “I like the direction
we’re going. I think we
have a great council and
would like to see us mov-
ing forward in a positive
direction.”
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Horning, a geologist who
has called for greater disas-
ter preparation and serves
as councilor for Ward 3,
was elected in 2016.

He said he sought office
to complete unfinished
business.

“I want to get the water-
shed report done properly,”
Horning said. “I’'m head-
ing it up and I don’t think
there’s enough time to get it
done properly. So I'm car-
rying through, and T still
have the plank of tsunami
preparedness. Those two
things are the biggest. The
third is, I want to be on the
council when we have the
100th anniversary of the
Prom. The Prom means a
lot to me. I’ve been playing
on it ever since I was a lit-
tle kid.”

New mayor
in Gearhart

In Gearhart, City Coun-
cilor Paulina Cockrum
is the sole mayoral can-
didate after Mayor Matt
Brown decided not to seek
reelection.

Brown, a PGA golf pro-
fessional, threw his support
to Cockrum after his deci-
sion to step down to focus
on his golf businesses.

Cockrum has played
a key role in making fis-
cal decisions that have led
to a budget surplus and a
strong financial position for
the city over the past four
years, Brown said. She has
also led on important issues
such as vacation rental reg-
ulations, affordable hous-
ing, the environment and
emergency management.

Cockrum’s Posi-
tion 3 seat will be filled
by appointment after the
election.

Position 2 City Coun-
cilor Reita Fackerell will
face opposition from Bob
Shortman.

Fackerell was appointed
in December 2018 after
the departure of former
City Councilor Sue Lorain.
Fackerell served as Sea-
side library director until
her retirement in 2012.
She remains active in Sea-
side Rotary and the Seaside
Chamber of Commerce.

“I feel that Gearhart
is special to those who
live here,” Fackerell said.
“There is an ambiance and
history that we all embrace.
I hope to continue that her-
itage and encourage the
kindness we feel to all who
call Gearhart their home.”

Shortman, a two-time
mayoral candidate, retired
from his contracting busi-
ness and manages family
properties. “I already serve
on the budget committee
and look to serve more,” he
said. “In the coming year
there will be issues in Gear-
hart I would like to have
input on. As a business
owner, I feel [ have much to
contribute.”

Position 4 City Coun-
cilor Dan Jesse will seek a
third term after defeating
his opponent in 2012 and
running unopposed in 2016.

Jesse’s career in pub-
lic service began with the
Seaside Civic and Conven-
tion Center and the Sea-
side Improvement Com-
mission, before he and
his wife, Julie, moved to
Gearhart, where he served
on the Planning Commis-
sion before election to City
Council. Trained as a com-
mercial photographer, Jesse
is a builder by trade.

He is being challenged

by Jack Zimmerman, who
ran for City Council against
Kerry Smith in 2018.

Zimmerman, who is
retired, worked in the
energy industry in a series
of managerial positions.
He has owned and devel-
oped property in western
Colorado.

“My candidacy confirms
my deep-seated belief in
better maintaining and pre-
serving Gearhart’s unique-
ness, along with properly
funding the goals of Gear-
hart’s comprehensive plan,”
he said. “While many of
these goals embrace my pri-
orities for Gearhart, I will
work to create a greater pri-
ority on maintaining Gear-
hart’s existing city assets,
which I believe have been
neglected.”

Incumbents in
Cannon Beach

In Cannon Beach, two
City Council incumbents
will run unopposed.

Brandon Ogilvie, a con-
tractor and longtime res-
ident, previously served
on the Planning Commis-
sion before being elected to
the council in 2016. Nancy
McCarthy, a freelance
writer who occasionally
does work for The Astorian,
was elected the same year
and previously worked as
a reporter and editor for the
Cannon Beach Gazette and
Seaside Signal.

When they ran for elec-
tion in 2016, the two agreed
on a number of issues,
including the necessity of
emergency planning and
the need for the city to play
a role in facilitating afford-
able housing.

Katie Frankowicz con-
tributed to this report.
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County reports two
new coronavirus cases

and 19 years old and was
reportedly recovering at
home.

The county has dis-
closed 95 virus cases since
March 23. Ninety-one of
those people have recov-
ered, according to the
county, while the others
were convalescing at home.

The Oregon Health
Authority reported 25,571

The Astorian

Clatsop County has
reported two new corona-
virus cases.

On Wednesday, the
county reported that a
man living in the northern
part of the county tested
positive.

The man is in his 50s,
according to the county,

and was recovering at cases and 433 deaths state-

home. wide as of Wednesday
On Tuesday, the county morning.

said that a male living in The health authority

tracked 4,709 test results in
Clatsop County, including
94 of the positive cases.

the northern part of the
county tested positive.
The male is between 10
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A: Thigh bone, via this
thing called the
acetabulum. Not all of
them work perfectly. If
you're in this category, give
us a call and we would be
happy to help you out!

Move the mouse pointer over the word
“MORE” then click “Pin to Taskbar”.

It will always be at the bottom of your
screen.

To delete unused icons in the taskbar,
right-click the icon and click “unpin from
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Q: I’m going out of town
and need to stop my
newspaper. What
are my options?

« We have different options for

* you if you are heading out of
town. We can switch you to a Web
subscription while you are away and
you can read the paper online, or
you can have your delivery stopped
and donate your missed papers to
local schools. Whichever option fits
your needs, just call our circulation
department at 800-781-3214 or go
online and enter your vacation at
www.dailyastorian.com under
“Subscriber Services.”

Jeremy
Feldman
Circulation Manager

the °
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800-781-3214

www.dailyastorian.com
949 Exchange St., Astoria, OR

On behalf of the Astoria Lions Charities, Inc. and the Astoria
Lions Club, | want to thank you and your fine design team
for the excellent media advertisements you developed for our
recent garage sale. The ads were instrumental in encouraging
people to come to our sale. The sale results exceeded our
expectations and will allow us to issue more eyeglass
assistance vouchers to residents of Clatsop County.

Ray Montgomery (President), Astoria Lions Charities, Inc,
and Astoria Lions Club
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