Book tells the tale of
congressman’s fixer

If you’re seeking a classic beach
read before summer gives out, con-
sider “House Privilege.”

This is Seattle-area writer Mike
Lawson’s latest edition in his Joe
DeMarco series about a longtime fixer
for a power player in the U.S. House
of Representatives.

John Mahoney, a Massachusetts
congressman, is in line to be elected
Speaker of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, when he learns that his
goddaughter has been orphaned in
a plane crash that killed both of her
parents.

Mahoney doesn’t have a nurturing
bone in his body, unless it’s when nur-
turing his own career. He would send
his wife, Mary Pat, a natural nurturer,
but she is across the country caring for
a friend dying of cancer.

Mabhoney turns to his fixer, Joe
DeMarco, to fly to Boston and look
after whatever needs to be done until
Mary Pat can return.

What does DeMarco know about
nurturing? Not much.

When he gets to Boston he sees
that Cassie Russell, the 15-year-old
he’s been tasked with looking after, is

already in the warm and watchful care
of her family’s longtime housekeep-
ers. Erin Kelly, the lawyer who man-
ages the Russell family trust fund, also
appears to have things well in hand.

This frees DeMarco to take up
another piece of business Mahoney
asked him to attend to: a blackmail
attempt by a former employee. This
could jeopardize Mahoney’s shot at
cinching the speaker position so he
has instructed DeMarco to “pry him
off my back.”

Boston may be a big city but it’s a
small town and people are connected
in all sorts of ways. Soon after arriv-
ing, DeMarco learns that Kelly is the
niece of Boston mob boss Mike Kelly
and may not be as aboveboard as she
initially seemed.

“House Privilege” is devoted to
his investigation into her possible
mismanagement.

While the author reveals the extent
of Kelly’s offenses to the reader,
DeMarco has to do some old-fash-
ioned gumshoe work to secure the
evidence he needs against her. This
involves providing personal protec-
tion for young Cassie, working with
auditors and chasing after Kelly when
she flees to a foreign locale that has no
extradition treaty.

“House Privilege” has a clunky
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beginning; teen-aged characters and
genuine tragedy are not Lawson’s
strong suits. It’s book-ended by an
abrupt ending and contains a romance

This Week’s Book
‘House Privilege’ by Mike Lawson
Atlantic Monthly Press — 320 pp — $26

best described as perfunctory.

But the real meat of the story is ter-
rific. The criminal activity and DeMar-
co’s tracking of the perpetrators pick
up steam after the first chapter. Law-
son takes the readers into the minds
and motivations of several interesting
characters, through a gamut of trans-
gressions, and across a satisfying array
of landscapes and settings.

Your backyard may have to substi-
tute for the beach during this corona-
virus pandemic summer but “House
Privilege” will help you feel like
you’ve left home.

The Bookmonger is Barbara Lloyd
McMichael, who writes this weekly
column focusing on the books, authors
and publishers of the Pacific North-
west. Contact her at bkmonger@,
nwlink.com.

U-Pick

100% Natural

Open Daily, til 6 pm

$2.50)/1»

Cranguyma Farms 8 1050

113th & Sandridge ‘
N. Long Beach, WA
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¥ Kennels

Boarding - Grooming
Training - Pet Supplies
503-861-1601 =,y

Hammond, OR
www.hammondkennels.net
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BRING IN THIS COUPON FOR !

$1 OFF

ANY DRINK
160z OR LARGER

expires 8/27/2020

THE ONLY DRIVE
THRU COFFEE
SHOP ON THE

/5 SOUTH SLOPE OF

ASTORIA

632 W. Marine Drive, Astoria
at Smith Point

be seen every thursday
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Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under
the ffluence of this drug. For use only by:
adults 2lyrs of age and older; Keep out of
reach of children.
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WE MEET AND EXCEED THE
CDC GUIDELINES!

Home of the Bud Mentors
Cultivated to Serve

BRING IN THIS COUPON FOR

10% OFF

YOUR ENTIRE ORDER!

expires 8/27/2020

Come Say.

!
Open 7 days a week
Sun-Thurs 10a-7p ¥
Fri & Sat 10a-8p

(Hours subject to change without notice)

Check out Leafly’s online
ordering for curbside
pick up.

«/MEDICAL <//RECREATIONAL

CBD/THC - FLOWERS - EDIBLES - PREROLLS
CONCENTRATES « TOPICALS « ACCESSORIES - TSHIRTS

193 Marine D¥. (across from the 76 Gas Station) 503.325.4078

www.hiAstoria.com



