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 SEVENDAY FORECAST FOR ASTORIA
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 NATIONAL CITIES

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, 

c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, 

r-rain, sf-snow fl urries, sn-snow, i-ice.
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 TODAY'S TIDES

REGIONAL FORECAST
Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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Astoria through Sunday

High/low  ................................ 71/52

Normal high/low .................. 69/54

Record high  ..................  86 in 2001

Record low  ....................  44 in 1975

Sunday .....................................  0.00”

Month to date  ........................  0.19”

Normal month to date .........  0.23”

Year to date  ..........................  38.65”

Normal year to date  ...........  37.42”

Sunrise today  .................. 6:10 a.m.
Sunset tonight  ...............  8:30 p.m.
Moonrise today  ..................... none
Moonset today  ..............  2:18 p.m.

Some sun 
returning

Partial sunshine
Becoming 

cloudy
Partly sunny 

and nice
Pleasant with 

sunshine
Sunny Clouds and sun
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SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAYTODAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Tonight’s Sky: At the head of 

Cynus we fi nd the double star 

Alberio, approximately 380 light 

years away.

7:24 a.m. 5.0 1:22 a.m. 1.5

7:09 p.m. 6.8 12:51 p.m. 2.2

6:46 a.m. 5.0 12:42 a.m. 1.7

7:00 p.m. 6.6 12:18 p.m. 2.5

7:05 a.m. 5.2 12:59 a.m. 1.5

7:05 p.m. 7.0 12:32 p.m. 2.4

7:19 a.m. 5.4 1:06 a.m. 1.6

7:04 p.m. 7.2 12:35 p.m. 2.3

8:01 a.m. 5.3 2:23 a.m. 1.3

7:46 p.m. 7.1 1:52 p.m. 1.9

6:13 a.m. 5.3 12:14 a.m. 2.0

6:14 p.m. 7.1 11:40 a.m. 2.8

Last New First Full

Aug 11 Aug 18 Aug 25 Sep 1

 Today Wed.

Atlanta 90/73/t 92/73/pc

Boston 92/72/s 88/72/pc

Chicago 85/66/pc 85/68/pc

Dallas 98/77/s 98/80/s

Denver 95/63/pc 95/64/pc

Honolulu 88/76/pc 88/75/pc

Houston 95/78/s 96/77/pc

Los Angeles 83/60/s 88/63/s

Miami 92/80/t 92/79/t

New York City 90/73/s 88/74/pc

Phoenix 109/90/s 112/91/s

San Francisco 73/59/pc 74/56/pc

Wash., DC 92/76/pc 90/76/s

 Today Wed.  Today Wed.

Baker City 92/43/s 81/45/pc

Brookings 69/51/pc 67/56/pc

Ilwaco 66/56/pc 66/53/pc

Newberg 80/50/pc 76/50/pc

Newport 61/48/pc 60/44/pc

North Bend 67/51/pc 66/52/pc

Roseburg 87/53/s 84/53/pc

Seaside 67/54/pc 68/51/pc

Springfi eld 85/49/s 81/47/pc

Vancouver 78/53/s 74/52/pc
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OBITUARIES

Warrenton

Aug. 25, 1961 — July 28, 2020

Antone “Tony” Ernest 
Spath died July 28, 2020, in 
Warrenton, Oregon.

Tony was 
born on Aug. 25, 
1961, in Tacoma, 
Washington, the 
son of Dick and 
Janice (Evers) 
Spath. The family 
moved to Wash-
ington County 
and then to War-
renton  when Tony 
was 11.

After grad-
uating from Warrenton 
High School in 1979, Tony 
worked at Columbia Memo-
rial Hospital in Astoria for 
eight years. He earned mul-
tiple certifi cations, and then 
worked as a welder/machin-
ist for Nygaard Logging/
Warrenton Fiber, Lektro and 
K Manufacturing, where he 
was employed at the time of 
his death.

He married Cindy Nel-
son, and they had a daughter, 
Tonya. They divorced. He 
later married Julie Jackson, 
and they had a son, Andy. 
They later divorced.

Tonya and Andy describe 
their dad at his happiest 
while duck or deer hunting 
or fi shing with his kids, fam-
ily, friends and dog, locally 
or in Eastern Oregon. Or, 
when playing basketball 
with his kids.

Tonya remembers she 
was always daddy’s little 
girl. Her dad was nurtur-
ing, kind and patient, got 
her “high and tight pony” on 
point and taught her how to 
skin a deer at age 5.

Andy’s fondest mem-
ories are of those hunt-

ing trips with his dad and 
good friends, and of watch-
ing NBA basketball games 

together.
Tony’s friends, 

family and col-
leagues speak of 
his loving person-
ality, his amazing 
welding skills and 
his ability to cre-
ate the most beau-
tiful traditional 
bows and arrows 
from unique and 
creative materials. 

On one bow and arrow he 
made for a close friend, he 
cleverly affi xed the skin of 
a sturgeon he and that same 
friend caught in the Colum-
bia River.

Tony is survived by his 
daughter, Tonya Spath, of 
Hillsboro, Oregon, and his 
son, Andy Spath, of Grand 
Cooley, Washington. His 
mother, Janice Spath, lives 
in Beaverton, Oregon.

Siblings are Debbie 
(Brad) Stomp, of Beaver-
ton, Richie (Navy) Spath, 
of Scappoose, Oregon, and 
Curt (Ratany) Spath, of Bea-
verton; and nieces and neph-
ews are Nicole Gallien, of 
Boise, Idaho, Mike Stomp, 
of Beaverton, Timothy and 
Stephanie Spath, of Scap-
poose, and Camden Spath, 
of Beaverton.

His father, Dick Spath, 
preceded him in death.

A private memorial will 
be held in August.

To help defray expenses, 
donations can be made at 
U.S. Bank in memory and 
in honor of the Tony Spath 
family, under the name 
Tonya Spath.

Antone ‘Tony’ Ernest Spath 

Antone Spath

OBITUARY POLICY

The Astorian publishes paid obituaries. The obituary 
can include a small photo and, for veterans, a fl ag sym-
bol at no charge. The deadline for all obituaries is 9 a.m. 
the business day prior.

Obituaries may be edited for spelling, proper punctua-
tion and style. Death notices and upcoming services will 
be published at no charge. Notices must be submitted by 
9 a.m. the day of publication.

Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at Dai-
lyAstorian.com/forms/obits, by email at ewilson@dai-
lyastorian.com, placed via the funeral home or in person at 
The Astorian offi ce, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria. 

For more information, call 503-325-3211, ext. 257.

By LEE JUILLERAT
For The Bulletin

Crater Lake, regarded as 
the cleanest and clearest large 
body of water in the world, 
is facing threats of possible 
contamination because some 
lake visitors are using illegal 
items and defecating along 
its shores.

Crater Lake Superinten-
dent Craig Ackerman is espe-
cially concerned that visitors 
are ignoring signs prohibiting 
the use of various gear and 
that could result in aquatic 
invasive species and non-na-
tive organisms being intro-
duced into the lake. Rangers 
are attempting to turn back 
people with illegal items, 
“but we can’t have some-
one there 24 hours a day,” he 
said.

The threat to Crater 
Lake’s water quality tops the 
list of concerns created by the 
combination of unexpectedly 
large numbers of visitors, 
severe cutbacks in seasonal 
park staffi ng because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, wide-
spread disregard for social 
distancing  and people climb-
ing into the lake’s caldera.

“It’s pretty clear peo-
ple are out and about, and 
the majority are acting like 
there’s no pandemic at all,” 
Ackerman said.

During a recent visit to 
the Cleetwood Cove park-
ing lot, the starting point 
for the Cleetwood Trail, the 
only trail to the lake, he said 
he saw more than a hundred 
people in the parking lot, but 
only four wearing masks. 
Also, no one was following 
the state-required mandate 
of 6-feet of social distance 
separation, he said. Of the 
100-plus vehicles in the lot, 
Ackerman said he counted 
licenses from 25 different 
states, including Florida, 
Texas and Arizona, which 
are experiencing serious pan-
demic outbreaks.

Ackerman said park staff-
ing levels are 60% to 70% 
below normal because of 
housing shortages stemming 
from the pandemic. Seasonal 

units for National Park Ser-
vice employees and dormi-
tory-type facilities for Ara-
mark concession employees 
are restricted to housing far 
fewer people per unit.

Because of staffi ng short-
ages, Ackerman said full-
time park personnel are being 
moved from their usual jobs 
to help with other concerns, 
including checking for ille-
gal water-related items at the 
Cleetwood Cove trailhead 
and cleaning the park’s few 
open bathrooms. In some 
cases, some park staff have 
volunteered during off-hours 
to assist.

Ackerman said there 
have been reports of visi-
tors taking and using water 
rings, infl atable kayaks, 
inner tubes, small rafts, snor-
keling and scuba gear, var-
ious fl otation devices and 
even an eight-person raft in 
the lake. Many people also 
take dogs, which are banned 
because they might unknow-
ingly transmit invasive spe-
cies that could irrevocably 
contaminate the lake. People 
are allowed to swim in the 
Cleetwood Cove area and, 
when tour boats are opening, 
at Wizard Island, “using stan-
dard swim suits.”

The Cleetwood Cove 
bathroom at the parking 
area-trailhead is open, but the 
bathroom at the lake is closed 
because the park lacks staff 
for the necessary cleaning. 
Ackerman said some visitors 
have defecated along the trail 
and along the lakes and not 
carried out their solid waste. 
In addition, the bathroom at 
the lake was broken into and 
vandalized. Cigarette butts 
have been fl icked into the 
lake as well as coffee cups 
and even underwear.

Ackerman said the situa-

tion is complicated because 
boat tours normally offered 
during summer months were 
cance led because of the pan-
demic. As a result, staff from 
Aramark, the park conces-
sionaire, are no longer sta-
tioned at the rim parking 
area or the lake’s boat docks. 
Likewise, park rangers who 
normally narrate the boat 
tours are not at the lake.

“We’re hearing the same 
story from the state parks, 
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, Forest Service, any-
place there’s outdoor rec-
reation,” Ackerman said of 
undisciplined, illegal activ-
ities. “We’re really not sure 
what’s causing that.”

Several incidents of illegal 
climbing in the caldera have 
been reported, with rangers 
and outside crews sometimes 
dispatched in time-consum-
ing, costly rescues. Seven 
people were cited Friday 
after illegally climbing inside 
the caldera and triggering a 
large search effort.

At the Mazama Camp-
ground, Ackerman said 
groups of 50 to 75 people 
have been fl outing social 
guidelines by gathering for 
potlucks and other activities.

Despite often fl agrant dis-
regard for park rules, espe-
cially the possible introduc-
tion of invasive species into 
the lake, Ackerman is hope-
ful.  “Education is our great-
est hope,” he said.

After being closed from 
March until June because of 
the coronavirus, Ackerman 
said the park’s visitation has 
exploded, with staff calling 
the surge “like spring break 
on steroids.” The park’s 
March closure resulted in a 
20% drop from March 2019. 
Visitation fi gures aren’t 
available for July, but he said 

Aramark reports rooms at 
the Crater Lake Lodge and 
Mazama Village cabins are 
booked through the rest of 
the summer and that Ara-
mark reported its single high-
est revenue day last week.

Lines at the park’s two 
entrance stations, especially 
the south entrance Station 
that draws visitors from the 
Klamath Basin and Rogue 
Valley, have required waits 
of an hour or longer to enter 
the park, especially on week-
ends. One family said they 
ate lunch in their car while 
waiting to enter the park.

“We didn’t anticipate the 
number of visitors we’re see-
ing now. It’s just overwhelm-
ing, especially at Cleetwood 
Cove,” Ackerman said.

“We just keep hop-
ing there’s not a confi rmed 
case because we’d have to 
close the park,” he said, not-
ing that could be necessary 
if the Park Service or Ara-
mark have employees taking 
required two-week isolation 
leaves from work.

“Things are always inter-
esting,” Ackerman said of 
this summer’s challenges. 
“This will be another year I’ll 
be glad to see in the rearview 
mirror.”

Surge in visitors threatens 
Crater Lake’s clear waters

Makenzie Whittle/The Bulletin

Wizard Island and the north side of the caldera rim as seen from the Rim Village at Crater Lake National Park.

‘IT’S PRETTY CLEAR PEOPLE

ARE OUT AND ABOUT, AND THE

MAJORITY ARE ACTING LIKE 

THERE’S NO PANDEMIC AT ALL.’

Craig Ackerman  |  Crater Lake superintendent
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