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The Astoria School District 
announced Thursday that it will 
offer remote learning only for the 
start of the school year. Most other 
Clatsop County school districts are 
planning a hybrid model where chil-
dren are in school several days a 
week and working from home the 
rest of the time.

“That creates a need for child 
care the three days your kid is not 
in school,” Manderson said of the 
hybrid models, “and I don’t know 
our communities have child care 
available to fi ll that need.”

Parents are already desperate for 
care.

Tami Williams, the owner of 
Mrs. Tami’s Daycare and Preschool 
in Seaside, recorded a new answer-
ing machine message to deal with 
the growing number of calls she 
was receiving each day. The center 
cannot take any more children right 
now, she said.

Before the coronavirus, she was 
able to have up to 49 children in the 
center at a time, which translated to 
about 70 children enrolled on a daily 
basis, coming and going on different 
schedules.

Now she is limited to 22 chil-
dren, split into stable groups and 
with the older children separate 
from the infants.

Williams has re ordered her 
open-concept space, moving a shelf 
and installing a gate to create dis-
tinct areas.

If a child from one group arrives 
in the morning, followed by a child 
from a different group, Williams 
can’t just handle them with one 
employee. She needs staff to over-
see each group. Only a few staff 
members are designated to fl oat 
between groups.

“I’m physically, literally going in 
the hole being open, but I have so 
many essential workers (as clients) 
that I feel like I need to stay open for 
them,” Williams said.

Reopening is likely hardest on 
centers, Manderson said. Their prof-
itability depends on serving a higher 
number of children. Her organiza-
tion is looking to recruit more small, 
licensed providers.

“I think for child care we’re just 
trying to think about how we get 
more people reopened and how we 
recruit new providers while being 
mindful that families might want 

something different than before,” 
Manderson said.

The city-run Lil’ Sprouts Acad-
emy in Astoria just returned to a ver-
sion of normal operations in June, 
but the number of children it can 
serve has dropped from 60 to about 
42. Some families who had children 
enrolled at Lil’ Sprouts are now 
back on wait lists as the center con-
tinues to provide emergency care 
slots to essential workers.

It remains a challenge to break 
children into stable cohorts and then 
fi gure out how to staff those groups. 
The center has winnowed out toys 
that are harder to keep sanitized or 
that are especially attractive as chew 
toys to younger children.

Overall operations feel stable and 
sustainable, said Jonah Dart-Mc-
Lean, the city’s parks  director. Still, 
little costs are starting to add up, he 
said. Material costs have increased 
by 15% or 20%, if not more. They 
are buying more single-use items.

Waitlists
Denise Giliga, who operates 

Astoria Playhouse Preschool, a 
smaller version of the Shooting Stars 
Child Development Center she ran 
until earlier this year in Uniontown , 
has always operated with a waitlist. 
It was long even before the corona-

virus arrived.
But now, she said, “I think the 

desperation of parents is a bit more 
forceful. They say, ‘I’ll put money 
down!’”

Though it was a hard call to close 
Shooting Stars’ doors and scale 
back services at the end of February, 
Giliga now says it happened at the 
perfect time.

“Not for the community and not 
for child care, but I couldn’t imag-
ine surviving on that overhead,” she 
said.

Jeri Normandin, who runs Jeri’s 
Starfi sh Minis In-Home Daycare, a 
small day care in Astoria, said  the 
ever-changing state rules are diffi -
cult to navigate. She has lost a lot of 
money in the p ast few months due to 
downsizing.

But she didn’t hesitate to register 
as an emergency day care.

The business helps pay the bills, 
it is work she is passionate about 
and she was already serving many 
families who are essential workers: 
police offi cers, hospital workers, 
military families.

“If they don’t have day care then 
they can’t help other people out in 
the community either,” she said.

Right now, she is fi guring out 
how Oregon’s new mask rule for 
younger children will work in prac-
tice. She has around eight children 5  
years and older who will likely need 
to wear masks.

It can be a tricky balance to both 
follow public safety guidelines and 
ensure children’s emotional and 
social needs are met, providers said. 
After all, one of the fi rst things many 
younger children want to do when a 
masked caregiver is near is pull their 
mask off their face, a new spin on 
 peek a boo.  Older kids in one room 
want to know why they can’t go 
visit a baby sibling in another room.

But for the most part, kids have 
carried on like always, providers 
said.

“They’ve done really, really 
well,” Williams said. “Seeing us 
with a mask on scares the babies but 
they’ve gotten used to it. They can 
see us smiling with our eyes.”

Sometimes, when children fi rst 
arrive, she will step back and pull 
her mask down quickly just to show 
them her face before she puts it back 
in place.

“They’ve come to realize we’re 
still the same person underneath 
there.”

Child care: Parents already desperate for care
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“This wasn’t something that 
was a surprise at all,” Will Isom, 
the Port’s executive director, 
recently told the Port Commission. 
“I’m expecting at some point that 
this could get extended even fur-
ther. I’m not optimistic at this point 
that we’ll be getting any cruise 
ships in here within the calendar 
year. I think, at minimum, we’ll be 
looking at next spring.”

Two visits — the Seven Seas 
Mariner on Oct. 1 and the Norwe-
gian Sun on Oct. 15 — remain on 
the schedule from what was sup-
posed to be a record season of 33 
cruise ships carrying more than 
70,000 passengers to Astoria. The 
port  has become a popular day 
stop for ships heading north and 
south along the West Coast.

Bruce Conner, the Port’s cruise 
ship marketer, held out hope that at 
least one will visit this year. “We’d 
love one to come by, just stop by, 
to show that we’re still in busi-

ness,” he said.
The Port had tried to lay up idle  

cruise ships and their crews but 
was stymied by an outbreak of the 
virus at Bornstein Seafoods next 
to its main pier. Isom and Conner 
agree  that opportunity has likely 
passed, with most ships hunkered 
down and waiting for the industry 
to reopen.

The Port is so far scheduled to 
receive 28 cruise ships next year 
carrying up to 70,000 passengers. 
Conner said cruise companies are 
itching to operate as soon as pos-
sible to show their product is safe, 
but not to expect ships at more 
than partial capacity.

“If you see a ship  with 3,000 
people, it’ll fl ow right around 
between 1,500 and 2,000,” he said.

“They are anticipating no vac-
cine, this type of thing — ‘Let’s 
plan for the worst scenario,’” he 
said. “And they’ve really come 
a long way in doing their best to 
ensure that it is a clean, clean, 
clean, clean environment.”

Port: 28 ships scheduled next year
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‘IT WAS SO HARD 

BEFORE. NOW IN

SOME PLACES, THE 

CARE THAT WAS

AVAILABLE HAS 

KIND OF BEEN

DECIMATED BY

THE WORRIES AND 

THE VIRUS ITSELF, 

 AND THOSE ARE 

SEPARATE AND

CONNECTED.’

Eva Manderson  |  director of

Northwest Regional Child Care

Resource and Referral

not had incoming coins for three 
weeks. To help with coin circula-
tion, the store has been using the 
Coinstar machine to recycle coins.

The Federal Reserve said 
business and bank closures 
during the pandemic 
have disrupted the sup-
ply chain and normal 
circulation of coins.

An increase in 
online shopping and 
the use of electronic pay-
ments to avoid handling cash 
have helped slow the fl ow of pen-
nies, nickels, dimes and quarters to 
brick-and-mortar businesses.

According to the Oregon Bank-
ers Association, recirculated coins 
represent more than 80% of the 
supply.

In early July, the Federal 
Reserve established the U.S. Coin 
Task Force, a group of industry 
leaders representing major partici-
pants in the coin supply chain. The 
goal of the task force is to reduce 
the consequences and duration of 

pandemic-related disruptions to 
coin circulation.

The task force aims to have the 
fi rst set of recommendations by 
the end of July.

Coin circulation has improved 
as states reopen from virus 

restrictions, but the Fed-
eral Reserve said “the 
coin inventory issues 
will resolve once the 
economy opens more 
broadly and the coin sup-

ply chain returns to nor-
mal circulation patterns.”
The Oregon Bankers Asso-

ciation is encouraging consumers to 
deposit spare change at their local 
banks or coin-cashing machines to 
help banks meet demand.

“There is adequate coin in the 
economy,” Linda Navarro, the 
president and CEO of the bank-
ers association, said in a statement. 
“However, the slowed pace of cir-
culation means that a suffi cient 
amount of coin is not readily avail-
able where needed.

“We need to jump-start recircu-
lation of coins.” 

Coin shortage: Recirculated coins 
make up more than 80% of supply
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Family Owned, 3rd Generation

Power outages… we’ve all suffered through them. 
The good news is, you don’t need to any longer. 
Generac home standby generators automatically 
provide backup power during a utility power outage –
whether you’re home or away. Whether it’s for a few 
hours or several days, your family and home are 
protected. So sure, keep the candles and flash lights, 
but it’s time to get serious about preparing for power 
outages.

Are you prepared for 

Power Outages?

Call or go online today for more information

We have lovable pets available 
waiting for their forever homes!

1315 SE 19th St., Warrenton
503-861-7387 • 503-861-0737

www.dogsncats.org
Open 12-4 pm, Tues-Sat

Follow us on

JULIE

SIMON GRACIE

AGGIE

The shelter has lots of dogs and cats looking for 

their new homes, including Gracie, Julie, Aggie or 

Simon, shown here. If you’d like to visit with any of 

them, you’ll need to call and make an

appointment at 503-861-7387.

The shelter makes appointments from 11:00 to 4:00 

Tuesday through Saturday. Check out the available 

animals on the shelter’s adoptable animals site at 

http://clatsopcounty.animalshelternet.com/.


