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Oregon joins states eying move to electric vehicles

By MARY ESCH
Associated Press

ALBANY, N.Y.—A coa-
lition of states is following
California’s lead in setting
goals to jump-start a tran-
sition to electric-powered
trucks, vans and buses in
order to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions and improve
air quality for communities
choked by diesel fumes.

The 15 states, plus Wash-
ington, D.C., announced last
week that they’ve agreed
to develop an action plan
aimed at having 100%
of all new medium- and
heavy-duty vehicles sold be
zero-emission by 2050, with
an interim target of 30%
zero-emission vehicle sales
by 2030.

“This is a really big deal
in sending a powerful sig-
nal to industry with direc-
tions on where we need to
be going with transporta-
tion,” said Bill Van Amburg,
executive vice president of
CALSTART, a nonprofit
consortium  focused on
building a clean transporta-
tion industry. “You can now
justify further investment to
develop more products.”

Details are yet to be
worked out. One option
would be to adopt the
mandate California’s Air
Resources Board announced
in June requiring that all
new commercial trucks and
vans purchased must be
zero-emission by 2045, with
milestones along the way. Or
the states could focus more
on subsidies and incentives,
as well as investment in
charging infrastructure.

“This memorandum of
understanding magnifies
what California did in adopt-
ing its regulation,” said Paul
Cort, an attorney for the
environmental group Earth-
justice. “It tells manufactur-
ers that they not only have
to produce these trucks for
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Trucks and automobile traffic on Interstate 5 in Tacoma.

California but also for these
other states,” which repre-
sent the market for 40% of
truck sales.

The states that signed
the agreement are Califor-
nia, Connecticut, Colorado,
Hawaii, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Jer-
sey, New York, North Caro-
lina, Oregon, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, Vermont and
Washington state. The group
had already committed to an
action plan to foster electrifi-
cation of passenger vehicles.

“The important step will
be the details that emerge

from this agreement,” said
Jimmy O’Dea, a vehi-
cles analyst at the Union of
Concerned Scientists. “The
direction the states need to
go should be in response to
the urgency of the situation,
both on air quality and cli-
mate change.”

There are about 28 mil-
lion trucks and buses —
about 10% of all vehicles
— in the United States,
according to a 2019 report
authored by O’Dea. They
account for 28% of total car-
bon emissions in the trans-
portation sector.
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‘THIS IS A REALLY BIG DEAL IN
SENDING A POWERFUL SIGNAL TO
INDUSTRY WITH DIRECTIONS ON
WHERE WE NEED T0 BE GOING
WITH TRANSPORTATION.”

Bill Van Amburg | executive vice president of CALSTART

Truck and engine manu-
facturers, oil companies, and
farming and other industries
opposed California’s man-
date, saying it was expen-
sive and unrealistic. Jed
Mandel, president of the
Truck and Engine Manufac-
turers Association, said the
California rule would “col-
lapse” for lack of charging
infrastructure.

Van Amburg said growth
of the industry could be fast-
tracked by federal incentives

to support charging infra-
structure and purchases of
zero-emission trucks.

In New York, a package
of clean transportation ini-
tiatives announced by Gov.
Andrew Cuomo last week
includes a utility-funded
program to deploy more
than 50,000 charging sta-
tions by 2025. There’s also
an allocation of nearly $50
million from the Volkswa-
gen diesel emissions set-
tlement to boost the use of

electric transit and school
buses and expand charging
infrastructure.

The U.S. and Canada are
on track to have 169 models
of zero-emission commer-
cial vehicles available for
purchase by the end of 2020,
compared to 95 models in
2019, according to projec-
tions from CALSTART’s
Zero-Emission Technol-
ogy Inventory, launched in
March.

The fastest-growing seg-
ments are transit buses and
urban delivery trucks that
have known routes and the
ability to recharge at depots
overnight. Amazon, IKEA,
FedEx and UPS have made
commitments and invest-
ments in manufacturers of
zero-emission commercial
vehicle companies such as
Rivian, Arriva and Chanje in
recent months.

Local News Matters

to your family and friends

Refer a friend to The Astorian
Visit dailyastorian.com/refer

It’s In your inbox before your mailbox

In these uncertain times, be certain you can read your newspaper

= wmeAstorian

A News  Coronavirus  Obituaries

Land con
|conlc P““‘
red slopes and b2

in county 9
¢ shaped messE¢
consultan' races

¢ ballots on €1

n
Ccounty voWs £ «

Sports  Opinion  Life e-Editior

nty s call for mandatory
of seafood workers

Subscribe  Manage Account

le  Classifieds  CoastWeekend  Sponsored Content

LATEST E-EDITION

weAstorian

Nnrlh Coas

2 Available on the ANDROID APP ON
[ ¢ App Store [l P> Google play

< s B sw

Land conservancy moves closer to iconic purchase on the

Sign up for free
digital access

Astorian subscribers can receive

daily email updates and

uninterrupted digital delivery on

a computer, tablet and phone

Call 800-/81-3214

teA StOrian

dailyastorian.com/newsletters



