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Lawmakers approve money for unemployment applicants
By PETER WONG

Oivgon Capital Bureau

Oregon lawmakers have 
cleared the way for some 
unemployed people to obtain 
one-time checks of $500 if 
they have been waiting for 
weeks to obtain unemploy­
ment benefits.

The Legislative Emer­
gency Board voted Tuesday 
to approve a maximum of 
$35 million for an estimated 
70,000 claimants, most of

whom are newly eligible for 
benefits as a result of con­
gressional action in March. 
Self-employed people, inde­
pendent contractors, gig and 
temporary workers were 
ineligible for benefits before 
the coronavirus relief bill 
became law.

The checks will not count 
against future unemployment 
benefits, and unless fraud is 
involved, recipients will not 
have to repay the emergency 
aid.

More than 500,000 claims 
have been filed for regular 
benefits since mid-March, 
and most of that backlog was 
eliminated by early June. But 
federal law requires states 
to ensure that newly eligi­
ble workers for Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance 
do not qualify for regular 
benefits.

House Speaker Tina 
Kotek, D-Portland, and Sen­
ate President Peter Court­
ney, D-Salem, proposed the

$35 million from the state’s 
$ 1.4 billion share of aid from 
the coronavirus relief bill to 
offer some relief for appli­
cants who have been waiting 
for weeks.

“I don’t want to blame the 
Employment Department,” 
Courtney said. “I want to do 
something.”

Kotek said details are still 
being worked out. But she 
said banks and other financial 
institutions are willing to take 
part, knowing that whatever

they pay out will be repaid 
by the state — and it’s not an 
issue of cash flow for them.

“If we set up an appli­
cation process and eligibil­
ity criteria quickly, individu­
als could apply very soon ... 
and they could get paid,” she 
said.

Sen. Betsy Johnson, 
D-Scappoose, said she knows 
of people who have resorted 
to selling their cars and other 
possessions to stay afloat 
financially. But she said she

is concerned about the lack 
of a distribution process.

“These people have lost 
hope. They are absolutely 
frantic and desperate,” she 
said. “But if we say we have 
a finite amount of money and 
it’s first-come, first-served, 
I do not know what that is 
going to look like in the bank 
lobbies.”

The Oregon Capital 
Bureau is a collaboration 
between EO Media Group 
and Pamplin Media Group.

Touched on the protests
ley said community lead­
ers need to continue to sup­
port the right to peacefully 
demonstrate, while empha­
sizing the unacceptability of 
destructive acts.

“We have both rights and 
responsibilities as citizens,” 
he said. “We have the right to 
assemble. We have the right 
to protest. That’s essential in 
a republic. But we have no 
right to start injuring people 
and destroying property.”

Merkley closed by saying

that the United States is in an 
extraordinary time.

“This is like living through 
a novel, an apocalyptic novel 
or movie, with the pandemic, 
with the implosion, with 
the much-needed conver­
sation about discrimination 
and public safety quality,” 
he said. “But let’s use this to 
know that we have an oppor­
tunity that comes from these 
conversations in this moment 
to develop a better system, 
better laws.”
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Qi I need to write detailed 
computer instructions to 
train employees.

A. Get everything ready to begin your
• irKtri irtinninstruction.

Press the "Windows" key, and type "Steps 
Recorder''and run the program.

Press "Start Record''and then 
demonstrate the steps you are trying to 
teach.

Click"Add Commenf'to add notes and 
comments in your own words.

Press "Stop record" when finished.

Review the instructions included in 
screen shots for desired instructions.
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Q:What about 
muscle spasms?

Aj Charlie horses, facial tics 
and neck spasms are all 

related to the muscles’ need 
for adequate minerals, and 
blood supply.A muscle which 
has a deficit of magnesium 
or oxygenated blood will be 
hindered from staying soft and 
pliable.These deficiencies are 
simple to correct. If you need 
help, call us today and set up an 
appointment!

Merkley:
Continued from Page Al

We’re going to know in a 
year. We’re going to know in 
a year and a half. We’re not 
going to know in 20 years,” 
Trump said.

Opponents say the 
changes will have an inordi­
nate impact predominantly 
on minority communities. 
More than 1 million African 
Americans live within a half- 
mile of natural gas facilities 
and face a cancer risk above 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s level of concern 
from toxins emitted by those 
facilities, according to a 2017 
study by the Clean Air Task 
Force and the National Asso­
ciation for the Advancement

of Colored People
“Donald Trump is taking 

away the last lines of defense 
for front-line communities, 
and continues to demon­
strate a total disregard for our 
environment and for those 
demanding racial and envi­
ronmental justice,” said Sen­
ate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y.

Mustafa Santiago Ali, a 
former associate administra­
tor in the Obama adminis­
tration’s EPA environmental 
justice office, said Black and 
other minority communities 
“will pay with their health 
and ultimately with their 
lives” for the rules changes.

Evan Vucci/AP Photo

President Donald Trump speaks during an event on American infrastructure at UPS Hapeville 
Airport Hub in Atlanta on Wednesday.

Trump to roll back environmental 
law for infrastructure projects

By AAMER MAI)IIAM
and KEVIN FREKING

Associated Press

ATLANTA — President 
Donald Trump announced 
Wednesday that he was roll­
ing back a foundational Nix- 
on-era environmental law 
that he says stifles infrastruc­
ture projects, but that is cred­
ited with ensuring decades 
of scrutiny of major projects 
and giving local communities 
a say.

Trump was in Atlanta 
to announce changes to the 
National Environmental Pol­
icy Act’s regulations for 
how and when authorities 
must conduct environmen­
tal reviews, making it easier 
to build highways, pipelines, 
chemical and solar plants and 
other projects. The 1970 law 
changed environmental over­
sight in the United States by 
requiring federal agencies 
to consider whether a proj­
ect would harm the air, land, 
water or wildlife, and giving 
the public the right of review 
and input. The president said 
the final rule will promote the 
rebuilding of America.

“Together we’re reclaim­
ing America’s proud heritage 
as a nation of builders and 
a nation that can get things 
done,” Trump said.

Critics called the Republi­
can president’s efforts a cyn­
ical attempt to limit the pub­
lic’s ability to examine and 
influence proposed projects 
under one of the country’s 
bedrock environmental pro­
tection laws.

“This may be the sin­
gle biggest giveaway to pol­
luters in the past 40 years,” 
said Brett Hartl, government 
affairs director at the Cen­
ter for Biological Diversity, 
an environmental group that 
works to save endangered 
species.

Trump has made slashing 
government regulation a hall­
mark of his presidency and 
held it out as a way to boost 
jobs. Environmental groups 
say the regulatory rollbacks 
threaten public health and 
make it harder to curb global 
warming. With Congress and 
the administration divided 
over how to increase infra­
structure investment, the 
president is relying on his 
deregulation push to demon­
strate progress.

Among the major 
changes: limiting when fed­
eral environmental reviews 
of projects are mandated, and 
capping how long federal 
agencies and the public have 
to evaluate and comment on 
any environmental impact of 
a project.

“We won’t get certain 
projects through for envi­
ronmental reasons. They 
have to be environmentally 
sound. But you know what?

the contagion in so many 
Southern states.”

Merkley has asked 
Congress to spend $2 bil­
lion in coronavirus relief 
on buying American sea­
food products. The sea­
food industry received 
$300 million from the 
first $2 trillion coronavi­
rus relief package passed 
in March, but the senator 
has said that’s not enough 
for an industry that saw 
demand plummet with 
government restrictions 
on restaurants.

His proposal will tar­
get the types of fish usu­
ally sold at restaurants. 
In addition to the seafood 
purchases, his idea would 
pump $1.5 billion into 
the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administra­
tion for targeted relief to 
damaged fisheries across 
the country.

Merkley said it will be 
difficult for coastal states 
with fisheries to get inland 
states to buy in to the pro­
posal, but that they could 
combine similar ideas 
with other food sources.

Asked about protests 
around the country over 
police misconduct, Merk-
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Q: What causes 
bad breath?

^ • Basically, all food eaten 
begins to be broken down 

in your mouth. Bacteria, which 
accumulate with food, form a sticky 
film called plaque which leads to 
gum disease. This process creates 
what is known as volatile sulfur 
compounds resulting in bad breath. 
Poor brushing habits, a coated 
tongue, strong-odor foods, smoking 
and heavy alcohol drinking all 
contribute to bad breath. If this 
is you, do something about it by 
calling your dentist to schedule an 
evaluation.

¿3 .̂________________________
Q: I’m going out of town 

and need to stop my 
newspaper. What 
are my options?

We have different options for 
you if you are heading out of 

town. We can switch you to a Web 
subscription while you are away and 
you can read the paper online, or 
you can have your delivery stopped 
and donate your missed papers to 
local schools. Whichever option fits 
your needs, just call our circulation 
department at 800-781-3214 or go 
online and enter your vacation at 
www.dailyastorian.com under 
"Subscriber Services."
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