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A grizzly bear roams an exhibit at the Woodland Park Zoo, closed for nearly three months because of the coronavirus outbreak in Seattle.

Conservation groups upset by
Washington state grizzly decision

By NICHOLAS K.
GERANIOS
Associated Press

SPOKANE, Wash.

The forested mountains in
and around North Cascades
National Park in north cen-
tral Washington state have
long been considered prime
habitat for threatened griz-
zly bears, so environmental
groups are upset the Trump
administration scrapped
plans to reintroduce the apex
predators there.

U.S. Secretary of the Inte-
rior David L. Bernhardt last
week announced his agency
will not conduct the envi-
ronmental impact statement
needed to move forward
with the idea.

That drew rebukes from
conservation groups, who
have worked for decades
to grow the tiny population
of about 10 grizzlies in the
vast North Cascades, where
writer Jack Kerouac spent
the summer of 1956 as a
lookout for wildfires.

“Grizzlies have been an
integral part of the North
Cascades ecosystem  for
20,000 years but are now
one of the most threatened
populations in North Amer-
ica,” said Rob Smith, north-
west director of the National
Parks Conservation Asso-
ciation. “This purely politi-
cal decision ignores science,
Park Service recommen-
dations and overwhelming
public support.”

He noted that former Inte-
rior Secretary Ryan Zinke
supported grizzly recovery
efforts there before leaving
the Trump administration.

In 2015, under President
Barack Obama, the federal
government began an envi-
ronmental impact statement
planning process on restor-
ing the bears in the North
Cascades.

Grizzly bears play a vital
environmental role in the

‘GRIZZLIES HAVE BEEN AN
INTEGRAL PART OF THE NORTH
CASCADES ECOSYSTEM FOR
20,000 YEARS BUT ARE NOW
ONE OF THE MOST THREATENED

POPULATIONS IN NORTH AMERICA.”

Rob Smith | northwest director
of the National Parks Conservation Association

park and the broader ecosys-
tem, Smith said. But there
have been no verified sight-
ings in the region in several
years, raising concerns about
their survival.

While Bernhardt pointed
to local opposition to intro-
ducing bears into the North
Cascades, Smith said a
majority of Washington res-
idents have supported the
proposal in the past.

The Center for Biologi-
cal Diversity also called the
decision political.

“Grizzly  bears only
occupy less than 5% of their
historic range, and the North
Cascades presents prime
habitat for grizzly bears,”
said Andrea Zaccardi, an
attorney with the group.
“Their recovery there is crit-
ical to the overall recovery
of grizzly bears in the U.S.”

The center contends the
North Cascades could sup-
port more than 700 griz-
zly bears over 9,000 square
miles of habitat. About
41% of the recovery zone is
within the national park, and
about 72% has no motorized
access.

But Rep. Dan Newhouse,
a Republican who represents
central Washington state in
Congress, said local resi-
dents don’t want a larger
population of grizzlies there.

“This announcement 1is
welcomed by my constit-
uents in central Washing-
ton who have consistently
shared my same concerns

about introducing an apex
predator into the North Cas-
cades,” Newhouse said.

Bernhardt’s  announce-
ment came at a meeting in
Omak, Washington, 100
miles east of the national
park, where opposition to the
bears is strong.

Bernhardt said the Trump
administration will continue
to focus on growing griz-
zly bear populations across
their existing range, which
includes parts of Montana,
Wyoming, Idaho and eastern
Washington state.

The recovery of grizzly
bears in the lower 48 states
is already an amazing suc-
cess story, the agency said.

The Greater Yellow-
stone Ecosystem has been
the primary focus of griz-
zly recovery efforts to date,
and grizzly populations have
increased to about 700 bears
there since the animals were
listed as threatened under the
Endangered Species Act in
1975.

The environmental group
Conservation Northwest was
disappointed by the decision,
but did not think it was the
final word on the bears.

“We are still confident
they will be restored there,”
spokesman Chase Gunnell
said.

Federal grizzly = bear
recovery plans are mandated
by the Endangered Spe-
cies Act and require grizzly
recovery in the North Cas-
cades, Gunnell said.

It is the largest feder-
ally designated Grizzly Bear
Recovery Zone and the only
such zone outside the Rocky
Mountains, he said.

North Cascades National
Park and surrounding back
country areas also receive
far fewer visitors each year
than places such as Yellow-
stone or Glacier national
parks, where the majority of
the nation’s grizzlies roam,
Gunnell said.

Despite the excellent hab-
itat, recovery of the animals
in the North Cascades will
require that some bears be
imported into the back coun-
try, Gunnell said.

Given their isolation
from other grizzly popula-
tions, their very slow repro-
ductive rate and other con-
straints, the tiny population
of North Cascades grizzly
bears is considered the most
at-risk bear population in the
United States, Gunnell said.

Grizzly  bears  were
listed as a threatened spe-
cies in 1975. They have
slowly regained territory and
increased in numbers in the
ensuing decades.

An estimated 50,000
bears once roamed the lower
48. Government-sponsored
programs led to most being
poisoned, shot and trapped
by the 1930s. Now the larg-
est concentration of griz-
zlies, numbering less than
1,800, are around Mon-
tana’s Glacier National Park
and around Yellowstone
National Park.

Grizzlies did win a vic-
tory over the Trump admin-
istration last week. A U.S.
appeals court ruled that a
federal judge was right to
restore protections for griz-
zly bears in the Yellowstone
region of the Rocky Moun-
tains, after federal officials
sought to turn over manage-
ment of the animals to states
that would have allowed
them to be hunted.
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Dear Annie: I guess
I need to be brought into
2020 on an issue of wed-
ding etiquette. I lived for
several years in the Deep
South, and it was a com-
mon practice to feed your
family before attending a
wedding, BBQ or other

and kids would not
swarm the appe-
tizer table or buf-
fet line and com-
pletely embarrass
you.

Recently, I
attended a wed-
ding where one
woman and her
spouse brought their six
kids. Additionally, there
were countless other chil-
dren. There was an appe-
tizer table set up while the
wedding party had pho-
tos taken, and the children
acted like they hadn’t eaten
in weeks. They also ran,
played tag and generally
acted like it was a game
to see who could take the
most from the table. They
did not get food and then
find a seat to settle down
and eat. An 86-year-old
man, a family member of
the groom, left before the
meal as he was concerned
someone would make him
fall!

There was a cash bar
there as well. I, too, left
early — and I am the par-
ent of one of the people
being married. The chil-
dren were already run-
ning without any parental
supervision, and I did not
think alcohol was going to
improve the situation.

Was 1 wrong to just
ignore the hoards of chil-
dren running through the
dance floor and dashing
under tables?

I did not know all the
people to ask them to con-
trol their children, but I
also did not feel it was
my place. — Confused
Southerner

Dear Confused South-
erner: I’'m sorry that you
had to experience that. I
don’t think it matters if it’s
1920 or 2020 — allow-
ing children to take all of
the food and run around
as if it’s recess on a play-
ground is incredibly rude.
Their  parents  should
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Unruly kids
disturb wedding

have stopped them and
explained that they need
to be respectful during a
wedding and that it is an
honor to be invited, so they
should act accordingly.

In hindsight, you should
have said something to the
parents of the children —

function, especially politely and firmly.
when you had chil- DEAR Dear Annie: |
dren. The reason is ANNIE live in an apartment
so that your spouse with my boyfriend,

and the neighbor
next door keeps
coming out of her
apartment to inves-
tigate who is at our
residence. Or she
comes out when we
have company and
rudely interrupts
our gathering. She
has to know who is there
and what we are doing.
She purposely eavesdrops
on our conversations and
has called our landlord.
She even called the police,
giving false statements that
my boyfriend and I were
fighting. We have been
threatened by the landlord
that we have to move out if
we don’t stop, despite our
explaining that there is no
fighting.

We don’t bother her,
and we do not have any
other issues with her. We
have tried to get along with
her. We even told her she
does not need to come out
every time someone vis-
its us. I have started doc-
umenting her actions, and
since 1 get along with all
the other neighbors in the
building, I am going to get
statements from them as
well.

She doesn’t talk to us,
but she continues to come
out to investigate.

What is the best advice
to get her to stop the unnec-
essary invasion of privacy?
What is my next step? —
Tired of Nosey Neighbor

Dear Tired of Nosy
Neighbor: Your next step
is to talk to her again. Ask
her to kindly mind her own
business. If she does not,
then you can continue doc-
umenting her snooping.
Give the documentation to
your landlord and save a
copy for your records.

You have every right to
feel comfortable in your
own home and don’t need
to put up with someone
intruding on your personal
space.

K1 Follow us on Facebook!

FACEBOOK.COM/DAILYASTORIAN

Alder and Maple Saw Logs & Standing Timber

Northwest Hardwoods ® Longview, WA
Contact: John Anderson e 360-269-2500

It’s In your inbox before your maillbox

In these uncertain times, be certain you can read your newspaper

= wmeAstorian

News  Coronavirus  Obituaries  Sports  Opinion

jon  Area Guide

Subscribe  Manage Account

Classifieds  CoastWeekend  Sponsored Content

LATEST E-EDITION

~ wAstorian

iiiii

< s B sw

Sign up for free
digital access

Astorian subscribers can receive
uninterupted digital delivery on
their computer, tablet and phone

Land conservancy moves closer to iconi
N conaat y T to iconic purchase on the
AS2:1 mitlon g tows

92 $10 million goal

ty's call for mandatory
ng of seafood workers

Land conservancvn
= ol
jconic purchase o0 "% 0

e inC
ed messa
cnnsukant shap races

Call 800-/81-3214

teA StOrian

DailyAstorian.com

Z Available on the ANDROID APP ON
S App Store [l P> Google play



