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“We’re hoping to be able to offer some 
form of care in conjunction with school 
restarting, but that timeline is still being 
determined,” McLean said.

The City Council  also ended  the quar-
terly passes the Astoria Parks, Recreation 
and Community Foundation had been 
gifting to lower-income patrons.

The foundation began formulating a  
new model after the annual cost of schol-
arships ballooned from $6,000 to $46,000 
over the p ast several years, as well as  
fi nding the average user of the quarterly 
pass wasn’t utilizing the aquatic center 
enough to warrant the cost.

By August, the city had put new schol-
arships on hold while looking for a more 
realistic funding model. The city has 
planned for a more sustainable program 
with around $16,000 a year committed by 
the foundation.

McLean said the city will charge the 
foundation $2.75 per daily drop-in pass, 
half the usual cost minus $1. The recip-
ient will pay $1 per drop-in. The aquatic 
center’s market-rate fees will remain the 
same, including fi tness classes as space 
allows .

“If the classes are popular and in con-
sistent high demand, we may consider 
adding a separate fee in the future,” he 
said. “Our goal is to highlight the aquatic 
center as a focal point for community fi t-
ness and healthy activities year-round by 
increasing the offerings there.”

Kassia Nye, the president of the foun-
dation, said the foundation  hopes to reach 
out to social service groups and start the 
drop-in voucher program by the time the 
aquatic center reopens.

“I’m fascinated to see what’s going 
to happen, because we don’t know,” she 
said. “We don’t know if this will be a 
huge fl op, or if it will be a huge success 
— hopefully the latter .”

Nye reached out to Jennifer Holen, the 
executive director of the United Way of 
Clatsop County, about which organiza-
tions could use the day passes.

“It’s going to add a whole new ele-
ment of awareness to the community, but 
the parks foundation is really excited to 
fi nd … our partner agencies in this too,” 
Nye said.

The foundation’s primary fundraiser, 
the Run on the River  in May co-spon-
sored by Buoy Beer Co., saw  about half 
the participants and revenue after going 
virtual because of the coronavirus pan-
demic. Nye was still heartened by the 
response to the virtual race and the future 
of the fundraiser.

“When everything shut down and we 
made the decision to go virtual, that third 
week of March, we still had over 100 
people sign up,” she said. “There were 
some who decided not to participate 
and donate all of their registration fee 
to the foundation. There were some who 
decided to roll over their registration fee 
to 2021. Very few people requested a 
refund.”
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the home did not have a working smoke 
alarm and believe the fi re was accidental .

Three people in the home were taken to 
the hospital for evaluation  but were later 
released.

“I believe offi cer Robinson’s actions did 
save lives,” Crutchfi eld said. “And I think 
that in a  small community like Astoria, 
fi rst responders rely on each other. And I 

think we’re really fortunate to work with 
some well-trained and exceptional police 
offi cers. And really, we may wear differ-
ent uniforms, but we are one team here in 
Astoria.”

Police Chief Geoff Spalding said the sit-
uation highlights the partnership the police 
and fi re department have in the city’s over-
all public safety response.

“I do think the offi cer’s actions were 
heroic and refl ective of the kinds of dan-

gers that we do on a regular basis,”  he said.
“We work together as a team and we 

need each other. Oftentimes the fi rst 
responder on the scene of a critical inci-
dent like this is the police offi cer, and we 
are in a position to be able to save lives. 
And, of course, we need our fi re person-
nel who are trained and have the appropri-
ate equipment.

“They also save lives, so it’s a combined 
effort.”

Rescue: ‘We are one team here in Astoria’
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The local bans came after Oregon pro-
hibited smoking in state parks except in 
vehicles, campsites and sections of day-use 
parks marked as safety rest areas. Smoking 
is also not allowed within 10 feet outside 
building entrances.

A state plan in 2014 to ban smoking on 
the beach ran into substantial opposition 
and was shelved.

The City Commission recently approved 
the concept  for a new pocket park on a few 
acres under a Pacifi c Power transmission 
line running through the Forest Rim subdi-
vision. The park, being planned on a shoe-
string budget, would include picnic tables, a 
barbecue pit and some green space.

 City Manager Linda Engbretson said 
some neighbors are  concerned it would 
become a haven for smoking.

“The reason this came to the c ommis-
sion’s attention and to our attention is 
there was concern in relation to this new 
park,” she said. “We don’t have anything to 
enforce if people decided that’s going to be 
the place to go smoke.”

Mayor Henry Balensifer and C ommis-
sioner  Pam Ackley, Commissioner Rick 
Newton and Commissioner Tom Dyer 
appeared supportive of developing an 
ordinance, likely with designated smok-
ing areas. When Clatsop Community Col-

lege banned smoking on campus, it created 
“good neighbor” smoking areas around the 
periphery for smokers pushed off campus to 
deposit their cigarette butts.

One of Balensifer’s  concerns was 
whether the ban would be enforced by 
 police or complaint-based. Police Chief 
Mat hew Workman said it would be lower 
on the priority list .

“For the most part, I don’t think very 
many people do smoke,” Workman said. 
“We do have signs up now that ask people 
not to smoke.”

Balensifer brought up complaints he’s 
heard of smoking at the city’s baseball 
fi elds during games with more families and 
children around.  Commissioner Mark Bald-

win, who is vehemently opposed to a smok-
ing ban, said the issue is one of common 
sense.  He said  most people he’s seen smok-
ing at parks do it in the parking lot away 
from children.

“You either have empathy and compas-
sion for others, or you don’t,” he said.

“I think we take things a little too 
far,” Baldwin said of bans. “I’m far more 
offended by someone that has a lot of really 
strong perfume on — because I’m really 
sensitive to it than I am cigarette smoke,” 
he  said. “I don’t care for either of them, but 
I’m not for this whatsoever.”

Dyer, who said he picks up litter at parks 
and doesn’t like smoke, supported the ordi-
nance with designated smoking areas. Ack-
ley, supportive of an ordinance, shared her 
irritation at people not obeying laws about 
not smoking next to public buildings.

“No one seems to adhere to the space 
between grocery store entrances and that 
kind of stuff,” she said. “You walk by it, and 
you smell like smoke.”

Newton supported the smoking ban 
because of the fi re hazard from cigarette 
butts at parks with bark dust.

“Places like the dog park, the bark dust 
there is pretty fl ammable,” he said. “We’ve 
been lucky. Unfortunately, I understand we 
can’t enforce it, but having the ordinance 
would push the people away from things 
like that.”
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John Mewha smokes his pipe while waist-deep in the Columbia River just off  the shore of Fort Stevens State Park in 2019. The state attempted 

to ban smoking on the beach in 2014.
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Kassia Nye  |  president of the Astoria Parks, 

Recreation and Community Foundation
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We are looking a lot different this year!  Our goal is to bring you all the 
goodness you’ve come to love with a lot more distance to shop safely.

But we need your help!  Please follow social-distancing protocol of 6’ apart, 
masks recommended, and be patient with your fellow shoppers and our 
vendors.  Most of all, enjoy the day and enjoy the slower pace!

www.AstoriaSundayMarket.com

Astoria Sunday
Market Returns!
Starting June 21

10 am - 3 pm
12th Street


