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Dear Readers: Happy Father’s Day! 
In this poem, William Wordsworth cele-
brates being able to see the world through 
his son’s eyes. He celebrates the childlike 
wonder that his son has, a playful curios-
ity that is too often lost in adulthood.

Being a great father includes 
being empathetic to your child 
and seeing things from their per-
spective to meet them where they 
are. There is nothing more pow-
erful than when a dad gets down 
on his knees to meet his young 
son or daughter on eye level. It is 
through this type of understand-
ing and compassion that a child 
will develop healthy self-esteem 
and know that they can do and be 
anything in this world. The great-
est gift a dad can give a child is to 
believe in them.

“Anecdote for Fathers”
I have a boy of fi ve years old;
His face is fair and fresh to see;
His limbs are cast in beauty’s mould,
And dearly he loves me.
One morn we strolled on our dry walk,
Our quiet home all full in view,
And held such intermitted talk
As we are wont to do.
My thoughts on former pleasures ran;
I thought of Kilve’s delightful shore,
Our pleasant home when spring began,
A long, long year before.
A day it was when I could bear
Some fond regrets to entertain;
With so much happiness to spare,
I could not feel a pain.
The green earth echoed to the feet
Of lambs that bounded through the 

glade,
From shade to sunshine, and as fl eet
From sunshine back to shade.
Birds warbled round me — and each 

trace
of inward sadness had its charm;
Kilve, thought I, was a favored place,
And so is Liswyn farm.
My boy beside me tripped, so slim
And graceful in his rustic dress!
And, as we talked, I questioned him,
In very idleness.
Dear Annie: I am writing to tell you 

my story about adopting a child and hope 
it will help others. Back in the 1980s, my 
wife and I were considered an “infertile 
couple.” After years of trying, we were 
unable to have children. So, with much 
thought, we decided to adopt.

Adoption was a very long and 
time-consuming process. One of 
the requirements was to write a 
brief history of how you grew up. 
I wrote about playing catch with 
my dad in the weeds in the back-
fi elds and how he took the family 
on vacations almost every year.

Back then, our state had what 
they called “semi-closed” adop-
tions — only medical informa-
tion was divulged. When we sub-
mitted our stories, our caseworker 
went through them to redact any 

identifying information. Those stories, 
along with other information, were part 
of our fi le. Our fi les were given to the 
birthmothers. They would go through the 
stack of fi les to make their choice of par-
ents for their child. When we submitted 
the stories, our caseworker told us that 
it’s just a waiting game, and that it could 
be another two or three years.

To our surprise, we got the call only 
two weeks later. A baby boy! We couldn’t 
believe it! I asked our caseworker why 
so soon. She confessed that, after she 
read my story, she thought we would be 
picked quickly. She explained that birth-
mothers aren’t looking for mothers; they 
are looking for fathers. They look for 
adoptive fathers who had a good relation-
ship with their fathers. I’ve never forgot-
ten that and tried to spend as much time 
with him and my other sons as I could. 
Please, dads, spend as much time as you 
can with your children. It will pay more 
dividends than you realize. — Forever 
Grateful Dad

Dear Forever Grateful Dad: Thank 
you for your heartwarming letter. You 
sound like a wonderful, caring father. 
Your gratitude for your father is heart-
warming, and I believe that same grat-
itude will continue with all your sons. 
Bravo! Happy Father’s Day to all the 
dads out there.

Gratitude for dads

ANNIE LANE
Creators
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DEAR 
ANNIE

By TOM BANSE 
Northwest News Network

A study of sea otter restoration in Brit-
ish Columbia is giving encouragement to a 
group that wants to bring sea otters back to 
the Oregon Coast. A research report in the 
June 12 issue of the journal Science found 
that the return of sea otters yields far more 
in ecological benefi ts and ecotourism dol-
lars than in costs to commercial fi sheries.

The research team led by the University 
of British Columbia analyzed the rebound 
in sea otters off the coast of Vancouver 
Island. The researchers wrote that the return 
of the keystone species from near-extinction 
resulted in healthier kelp forests, which in 
turn could store carbon and spur increased 
fi sh populations and catches.

“We found that coastal ecosystems with 
otters present are almost 40%  more pro-
ductive,” said lead author Edward Gregr, 
an ecologist at the University of British 
Columbia. “In the long run, that equates to 
higher fi sh catches worth $9 million (Cana-
dian), carbon storage worth $2 million and 
tourism opportunities worth $42 million per 
year.”

But the rebound of the undeniably cute 
marine mammals came with tradeoffs, 
chiefl y by depressing harvests of crabs, 
clams and urchins valued by commer-
cial fi shermen and Native people. Gregr 
noted the costs and benefi ts are distributed 
unequally across fi sheries and communities, 
which creates confl ict.

Sea otters are voracious eaters and that 
makes West Coast crab and sea urchin fi sh-
ermen nervous. According to the Seattle 
Aquarium, sea otters consume around 25%  
of their body weight in food every day to 
stay warm and survive in the cold Pacifi c 
Ocean.

The overall study results heartened 
Elakha Alliance executive director Bob Bai-
ley. The nonprofi t he leads from Albany  is 
dedicated to the return of sea otters along 
the Oregon Coast.

“We’re optimistic that as the evidence 
mounts that sea otters are a valuable part of 
the ecosystem and economy of coastal areas 
that we’ll be able to move this forward,” 
Bailey said this week. “It’s not going to 
happen anytime soon because we have a lot 
of work to do yet.”

Sea otters were transplanted from Alaska 
to Oregon in the early 1970s, around the 
same time as reintroductions in British 
Columbia and Washington state, but they 
didn’t stick in Oregon. The Elakha Alliance 
has begun a feasibility study for bringing 
them back again and is looking for funding 
to do an economic impact analysis.

Sea otters were hunted to local extinc-
tion off the Pacifi c Northwest coast as part 
of the fur trade in the 18th and 19th centu-
ries. The current Washington state popula-
tion of around 2,000 animals stems from 59 
sea otters that were relocated to the Olym-
pic Peninsula coast from Alaska’s Aleu-
tian Islands in 1969 and 1970. Washing-
ton’s sea otters are now spread out between 

Point Grenville on the Quinault Reserva-
tion and Pillar Point in the Strait of Juan de 
Fuca. Occasionally, one or two Washing-
ton sea otters are spotted exploring Oregon 
waters, but those wandering animals have 
not stayed.

Bailey said Oregon does not have as 
much suitable sea otter habitat as Vancouver 
Island’s wild coastline. The Oregon Coast 
would probably support many fewer otters 
than the fl ourishing population in Canada, 
but he was still confi dent the university’s  
study results have relevance to Oregon.

“The conclusions they came to about 
potential impacts on some ocean harvesters, 
as well as the tourism industry, broader eco-
system benefi ts and so on, we think those 
are directly applicable to the state of Ore-
gon,” Bailey said.

The modelers involved in the newly pub-
lished British Columbia study acknowl-
edged that monetary estimates cannot cap-
ture all of the costs and benefi ts, particularly 
when it comes to coastal indigenous com-
munities. The loss of basic foodstuffs in 
remote communities — crabs and clams, in 
this case — could force more reliance on 
imported food.

“It reduces humans and human values 
to dollars, and so it is really quite alien to 
the worldview of Nuu-chah-nulth and other 
indigenous peoples,” said Eric Angel, pro-
gram manager for Uu-a-thluk, the fi sher-
ies department of the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal 
Council. The council represents fourteen 
related tribes on the west coast of Vancou-
ver Island. In an interview with NPR, Angel 
asked rhetorically, “Whose worldview gets 
to defi ne how the problem is even set up in 
the fi rst place?”

Elakha Alliance outreach director John 
Goodell, who is also a conservation biolo-
gist, said the nonprofi t was making a con-
certed effort to listen to Native voices. The 
original co-founder of the Elakha Alliance, 
the late Dave Hatch, belonged to Oregon’s 
Siletz Tribe. Current Siletz and Coquille 
tribal members sit on the organization’s 
b oard of d irectors.

Coastal Oregon tribes have supported 
taking a hard look at reintroduction in hopes 
of potentially restoring a signifi cant species 
their ancestors coexisted with for uncounted 
generations.

Study supports return 
of sea otters to coast
Ecological and ecotourism gains 

A sea otter in the waters off  Vancouver Island.
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Sea otters off  the west coast of Vancouver Island.
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We’re investing in Salem 
coverage when other 

news organizations are 
cutting back.

Patricia and I hope this 
message finds you calm 
and well. We’re serving 
all our clients both old 
and new by phone and 
email. Don’t hesitate to 
give us a call or contact 
us for all your printing & 

design needs.

We have suspended 
delivering, but we have a 

cart just inside the 
studio front door for a 

safe “grab & go” pickup.  
We look forward to 
hearing from you.  
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