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The process

Hall started working on
the book earlier this year
after she was approached by
a publishing company that
asked if she’d be interested
in creating a riddle book.

“The first thing I did was
write an example of each
type of riddle they wanted
... One of them is ‘the Rid-
dle of the Sphinx.” I wrote
a blurb saying, ‘Did you
know that this riddle orig-
inates from the ancient
Greek play ‘Oedipus’?”
Then they greenlighted me
to write more,” Hall said.
“The whole process was
very fast since they are rid-
dles and it’s not a novel.”

Hall was given six weeks
to come up with the book’s
questions and themes.

“My challenge was to try
to create a variety of riddles
where the thinking was dif-
ferent, required me to step
outside of myself and come
up with different kinds of
logic,” Hall said. “That’s
also the challenge of any
teacher, to take something
that’s easy to you and think
about it from the student’s
perspective.”

Hall tried to create a
range of puzzles that will
engage “different players
so they’ll find different suc-
cesses in different places,”
she said.

Part of Hall’s inspira-
tion for the book came from
her weekly trivia night ses-
sions, which she’s gone to
for the last seven years with
her wife, Amanda.

“My wife always says
she hates riddles because all
you’re trying to do is figure
out the answer to the puz-
zle that the creator already
has,” Hall said. “Trivia is
like riddles. It’s not about
being smart, it’s about
thinking carefully. It helps
to know a lot of stuff but
you can arrive at an answer
by thinking it through ...
This book isn’t for smart
kids, this book is for curi-
ous kids.”
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Representation

In addition to putting
together the riddles, Hall
created characters that are
seen throughout the book.
Some of the characters are
inspired by real people, like
Hall’s friends Ashraf and
Vennietta.

“I knew it would be
really powerful for kids to

Hall’s book features a diverse group of characters.

have characters throughout
this book as if it’s a story,”
Hall said. “Astoria is a very
white community but I knew
this book would be used
in homes and classrooms
throughout the United States
so I wanted the characters to
be representative.”

Toward the beginning
stages of the book, Hall told

her editors she wanted the
book’s characters to show-
case a diverse group of cul-
tures and ethnicities.

“An editor said at first,
‘Don’t you think that’d be
confusing for kids, to have
a character with a name like
Ashraf?” But the president
of Afghanistan is named
Ashraf. There are famous
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One of the riddles in Hall’s book.

futbol  players  named
Ashraf,” Hall said. “It’s
not a very different name
if you’re those people. I
insisted and was extremely
happy that they listened to
me.”

Hall’s other friend, Ven-
nietta, had never seen any
riddles or classroom prob-
lems that use her name,
even though she’s an educa-
tor, Hall said. The fact was

something she kept in mind
when creating the book’s
characters.

“As an educator, it’s
really important to be inten-
tional about names because
it’s literally the least we can
do to make our students feel
represented and happy,”
Hall said.

The book is available at
Lucy’s Books and online
through Amazon.
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