THE ASTORIAN « TUESDAY, MAY 5, 2020

Collier: Will ‘miss the kiddos’

Continued from Page Al

“I have elderly parents to care for and
grandchildren to play with, I want to travel,
and [ don’t want to work until I’'m not able
to do any of that,” she said. “My husband
actually wanted me to retire last year, but I
said, ‘No, I think one more year.’

“Holy moly, what a year.”

Needless to say, June will look noth-
ing like it usually does for Collier. And
the parts that do will be a little more
emotional.

Such as the last day of school, when
she and the staff at Hilda Lahti still plan
on singing “Happy Trails” to the students,
whether it’s online or in person.

Other than that, Collier had planned
on attending some ball games and track
meets in her final spring as a princi-
pal, and of course taking part in her 44th
straight Astoria Scandinavian Midsummer
Festival.

There may or may not be a retirement
party — no big deal, Collier said. She said
she will just “miss the kiddos.”

And there have been a lot of them.

“I taught kindergarten to fourth grade, in
two different districts,” she said. “I started
in Astoria as a second grade teacher, went
to Warrenton and taught there for 13 or 14
years.”

She was hired as an assistant principal
in the Warrenton district, and in all spent
23 years there.

Collier went back to Astoria for two
years to work at the district office as a spe-
cial programs director.

Then “the position in Knappa came
open, and that’s what I wanted to do.”

The rest of the spring and summer of
2020 was not what she was expecting.

“Not by a long shot,” she said. “ I don’t
know what I’m going to do. June is usu-
ally so crazy busy.

“The Scandinavian festival is out for
this year, which I had been involved in
since I moved here in 1977,” said Collier,
formerly Leila Koskela. “My role has kind
of changed over the years. I usually sing
the Finnish national anthem, because I’'m
fluent in Finnish. But right now I’m on the
princess committee as the chairperson, so
I feel kind of weird asking myself to sing.

“So I have to find other singers. And
that’s a chore, finding people who can sing
in their native (Scandinavian) languages.”

For over three decades, Collier’s main
focus the rest of the year has been on local

education.

“All 35 years in Clatsop County,” said
Collier, who was born in Minnesota, then
moved with her family to Astoria her
sophomore year of high school. She grad-
uated from Astoria, then went to Clatsop
Community College and Western Oregon
State College.

“I graduated from Western in ‘84 and
got married two weeks later,” she said.

Her husband is from Clatsop County, so
“we knew this was where we were going
to be.”

Collier can’t always remember the
names of the thousands of students she has
taught, but she knows the faces.

“You see them in the stores or recon-
nect with them on Facebook,” she said.
“Or they bring their kids to be enrolled in
your building or hear that they’re becom-
ing grandparents, and you’re going, ‘Oh
my goodness.” I have been here a long
time!”

As for her upcoming retirement, I
wasn’t planning on any parties, and I don’t
know if anyone else was,” she said. “Par-
ties aren’t the biggest thing for me. I think
the hardest thing is not having closure
with staff, students and families.

“The kids are resilient. I’'m sure they
will be just fine, and the staff, too. They’re
pretty darned awesome,” Collier said. “I
just wanted that closure! But it is what it
is.”

Normal end-of-the-year events such as
“graduation, eighth grade promotions, let-
ting kids find out who their new teachers
are ... it’s those little traditions and pieces
of closure that we will miss this year,” she
said. “The kids will be resilient though.
I’m the one stressing out.”

Collier admits to being “a linear per-
son. | like things organized, but I didn’t
go into retirement with any predesigned
notions. I definitely want to travel at some
point. That will just have to take a back
seat.”

Where there’s a will there’s a way, so
the kids at Hilda Lahti may still hear the
staff singing to them on the final day of
school.

“We have a cute little tradition that we
do,” Collier said. “We sing ‘Happy Trails’
to the kids on the last day, as the buses are
leaving. My staff is so creative and resil-
ient, they’ll find a way to still do that. That
has been such a tradition, we can’t break
it. We all stand out there, sing ‘Happy
Trails’ and bawl our eyes out.”

SUBCONTRACTOR PROPOSALS
REQUESTED

Astoria School District

School Modernization and Addition Projects

Skanska is requesting bid proposals for
Subcontractors to complete the following scope:

Astoria High School Bid Package #3 Remaining Scope
*not including MEP, Demolition, Structural Steel, Casework,
and DFH. Skanska Self-Perform will be bidding Concrete.

Astoria Middle School Bid Package #3 Remaining Scope
*not including MEP, Demolition, Structural Steel, Roofing.
Skanska Self-Perform will be bidding Concrete.

Bids Due: 5/12/20@ 2PM PST

A Pre-Bid Meeting will be held virtually on WebEx,
April 28th at 10am

https://skanska.webex.com/skanska/
j.php?MTID=mcdbd312821070c14ceb1f4bdb6787e7c

The Request for Proposals are available here:
https://app.buildingconnected.com/
public/5430e7ad5cdc2e0300dd7¢c53/
projects/5d8a5afabf633f003877cd42

Project Contacts:
Jeff Vinje; jeffrey.vinje@skanska.com
Chad Schlottmann; chad.schlottmann@skanska.com
Alan Halleck; alan.halleck@skanksa.com

SKANSKA

1010 NW Flanders St., Suite 500
Portland, OR 97209
Phone: (503) 382-0900
Fax: (503) 382-0901
Reg: CC SKANSKAUB985RT | UBI: 602-134-999
We are an equal opportunity employer and request sub bids from minority.
women, disadvantaged, and emerging small business enterprises.

22994585

OR CCB: 153980
WA CCB# SKANSUB985RT
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Losing Your HEARING?

or are your ears just plugged with Earwax?

| —————————————
FIND OUT FORYOURSELF!

You are invited for a FREE ear inspection using the latest video

technology to determine if you could be helped by a hearing aid!

Call for an appointment now to avoid waiting!
It’s All FREE!
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* Utilizes the most advanced technology
* Uses the ear’s natural ability to locate sounds That's R|g ht...
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¢ Individualized
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FREE Video Otoscope Ear Inspection*

This show-all Picture of your ear canal is displayed
on a color monitor, so you'll see exactly what

we see to determine if you could be helped by a
hearing aid.

FREE Complete Electronic Hearing Test*
This Audiometric evaluation will precisely show
you what you've been missing and if you can be
helped by a hearing aid.

FREE Package of Hearing Aid Batteries

If you now wear a hearing aid, you will receive
one FREE package of Hearing Aid Batteries. If we
test your hearing to see if you could be helped
by a hearing aid you will receive another FREE
Package.

FREE In-Office Repairs

Allin-office hearing aid repairs shall be FREE. ..
and factory repairs, regardless of make or model
shall be 50% OFF the total cost of the repair.
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Open Fit/Receiver-In-The-Canal
Advanced, powerful technology allows even
more options to wear this more natural sounding
and comfortable hearing aid.

Open Fit hearing aids fit securely behind the ear
and have a thin tube that directs the sound into
your ear canal. The RIC (Receiver-In-The-Canal)
provides more targeted sound with a speaker
added to the end of the clear, thin tube.

More RIC Advantages:
* Smaller than ever

* More natural sounding

* Discreet and comfortable

* Best-in-performance features that reduce or
eliminate feedback and whistling

* The most versatile model - able to fit most
levels of hearing loss Most models are

. compatible with wireless Bluetooth®
Technology

LIMITED TIME OFFER!

OPEN FITTECHNOLOGY

599 500

MSRP #3090 SAVE *2095
Offer valid on Model ME2275
100% Digital & 100% Programmable
Valid at participating Miracle-Ear® Hearing Aid Centers.
Limit one hearing aid per customer at the promotional price.

May not be combined with other offer and does not apply to prior sales. Cash value 1/20th cent. Offer expires 5/08/20
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ANOTHER GREAT WAY TO SAVE!

Save on our advanced line /)
of digital hearing aids. 1 @‘%

BUY 1GET1 4\ €
50" OFF @ .

Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price
All ME-1, ME-2 and ME-3 Solutions Hearing Aids
Good only from participating Miracle-Ear® Hearing Aid Centers. One coupon per purchase.
No other offers or discounts apply. Discount does not apply to prior sales. Offer valid on ME-1, ME-2, ME-3 hearing aids.
Cannot combine with any other offers. Cash value 1/20th cent. Offer expires 5/08/20
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AT THESE PARTICIPATING MIRACLE-EAR HEARING AID CENTERS ONLY!
CALL FORYOUR APPOINTMENT!
Now through 5/08/20 Use Code: 20MayLosing

Iy, Miracle-Ear

Miracle-Ear Center Miracle- Ear Center
173 S. Hwy 101 2505 Main Ave N, Suite C
Warrenton, OR 97146 Tillamook, OR 97141
(503) 836-7921 (503) 836-7926

*Hearing test is always free. Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evolution and ability to
adapt to amplification. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine amplification needs only. These are not medical exams or diagnoses. If you suspect a problem please seek
treatment from your physician. **Blue Cross Blue Shield, The Blue Cross, The Blue Shield, BCBS and Federal Employee Program are registered trademarks of Blue Cross Blue
Shield Association. Blue Cross Blue Shield Association and its independent licensees are not affiliated with nor do they endorse or sponsor the contents of this advertisement.
Trademarks referring to specific providers are used by Miracle-Ear for nominative purposes only: to truthfully identify the source of the services about which information is
provided. Such trademarks are solely the property of their respective owners. The aids must be returned within 30 days of delivery if not completely satisfied and 100% of the
purchase will be refunded.




