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many of its citizens which
has inflicted significant dam-
age to the morale and men-
tal health of many,” the city’s
resolution stated.

Antiquated system

The state Employment
Department’s dated software
has been rife with issues,
leaving thousands of work-
ers without benefits while
overpaying others. The state
declined to waive a laid-off
worker’s traditional week of
waiting for benefits because
of its antiquated computer
system. The decision has col-
lectively cost those unem-
ployed around $100 million
worth of the $600 weekly
additional federal payments

approved by  Congress,
according to a recent article
in The Oregonian.

Gov. Kate Brown has
said the state will eventually
waive the one-week require-
ment, making it retroactive
for laid-off workers to recoup
the losses.

The state has added more
than 500 people to process
unemployment claims. On
Tuesday, it started accept-
ing unemployment claims
for self-employed, gig and
contract workers through
the Pandemic Unemploy-
ment Assistance program, a
month after President Don-
ald Trump made such work-
ers eligible.

City Commissioner
Rick Newton criticized the
national rollout of expanded

unemployment  insurance,
saying he has a daughter in
Alaska getting more than
enough while another in Ore-
gon has applied for and been
denied benefits four times.

“I think that this ratchets
up our position on an issue
that I think is ... probably the
most pressing issue for our
community,” Balensifer said.

In March, Warrenton was
the first city in the county
to ban short-term lodging
at campgrounds, hotels and
vacation rentals during the
coronavirus pandemic. The
county Board of Commis-
sioners has extended a simi-
lar ban through May.

Brown recently released a
draft of how counties could
petition the state to reopen
businesses and public gath-

erings in phases as the symp-
toms and cases of coronavi-
rus decrease . The state must
increase its ability to test and
trace the contacts of those
infected with the virus, and
local hospitals must demon-
strate the capacity to treat a
surge of patients.

“It makes sense to be in
step with the county on that
when they reopen, we reopen
at the same time,” Balensifer
said.

Reopening
requirements
By phone, the City Com-
mission heard from Monica
Steele, the assistant county
manager, and Jennifer Pur-
cell, a North Coast coordi-
nator with Brown’s Regional
Solutions Team, about what
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reopening requires.

The Oregon  Health
Authority reported 2,446
cases and 101 deaths from
the virus statewide as of
Wednesday morning. The
health  authority tracked
460 test results in Clatsop
County, including six posi-
tive cases.

“Right now, we under-
stand testing and con-
tact-tracing to really be the
Achilles’ heel in our ability
to meet the core prepared-
ness measures at the state”
level, Purcell said.

Steele said the county is
worried about the capacity
to test and the availability of
protective equipment as more
businesses open with height-
ened sanitation requirements,
but has adequate staffing to

trace contacts.

The first phase of reopen-
ing could include restaurants
and personal services such
as salons with limited seat-
ing. Future phases would
address gyms and larger ven-
ues such as theaters. Baldwin
said he’d like more types of
businesses to open quicker if
things look good during ini-
tial phases.

Steele cautioned patience,
saying the county needs to
monitor how opening dif-
ferent industries influences
the rate of the coronavirus
during its two-week incuba-
tion period.

“If all of a sudden we do
have that resurgence, we
don’t want to take all of those
back to ground zero,” Steele
said.

Graduation: Cap and gown pickup expected to happen next week
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“It will definitely be memora- | _ : = LR
ble and kind of awesome in a way ' f
actually,” Jenna Rickenbach, a
board member, said. “What other
class has gotten to do this?”

The Class of 2020 in Asto-
ria could include upward of 130
graduates, with 111 of the stu-
dents already considered com-
pleted graduates. The remain-
ing students have plans to meet
the June 6 deadline or are work-
ing under extended plans. The
graduating class includes 12
valedictorians.

The school district and high
school are working on other
ways to honor and celebrate the
graduates, as well.

Commercial Street will be
decorated with streamers, bun-
ting and window paintings
through a partnership with the
Astoria Downtown Historic Dis-
trict Association. Yard signs are
being purchased for each grad-
uate. The school district hopes
to have a processional through
downtown.

Cap and gown pickup is
expected to occur next week.

Colin Murphey/The Astorian

THE POWER TO CREATE
A MAGICAL GETAWAY.

BATTERY POWER. MADE BY STIHL.

SAVE $40

ON ANY AK HOMEOWNER SERIES
DOUBLE BATTERY BUNDLE

Includes tool, two batteries and charger.

REAL STIHL. FIND YOURS.

Or save $75 on any AP Professional Series double battery bundle. Offer valid through
6/28/20 at participating dealers while supplies last. See dealer for details.

HSA 25 BATTERY
GARDEN SHEARS SET

FS 40 C-E b RMA 460 V
TRIMMER / SELFPROPELLED BATTERY
LAWN MOWER SET

WAS $119%° SNW-SRP

59905

Includes battery,
charger and two
cutting blades.
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$14995
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“Great quality,
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- Franco

easy to handle.”

Clatsop Power Equip. Inc

WAS %6297 SNW-SRP

55499

Includes AK 30 battery
and AL 101 charger.

Provides quick
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“The HSA 25 handles easily cutting “It starts easily and runs great.”
and works perfectly.” Dickd4
- Dic

34912 Hwy 101 Bus. | Astoria | 503-325-0792
800-220-0792 | clatsoppower.com

*Offers valid through 6/28/20. All prices are SNW-SRP at participating dealers while supplies last. The actual listed guide bar length may vary from the effective
cutting length based on which powerhead it is installed on. See dealer for details and consult state/local guidelines for availability of promotional products and
pricing in your area. Check out these reviews and others on the product pages at STIHLdealers.com. ® 2020 STIHL 20SNW-322-144309-3
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