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Trump signs $484B measure to aid employers,

By ANDREW TAYLOR,
ALAN FRAM and
KEVIN FREKING

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
President Donald Trump
signed a $484 billion bill
Friday to aid employers and
hospitals under stress from
the coronavirus pandemic
that has killed more than
50,000 Americans and dev-
astated broad swaths of the
economy.

The bill is the latest
effort by the federal gov-
ernment to help keep afloat
businesses that have had to
close or dramatically alter
their operations as states
try to slow the spread of
the virus. Over the past five
weeks, roughly 26 million
people have filed for job-
less aid, or about 1 in 6 U.S.
workers.

Trump thanked Congress
for “answering my call” to
provide the critical assis-
tance and said it was “a tre-
mendous victory.” But easy
passage of this aid install-
ment belies a potentially
bumpier path ahead for
future legislation to address
the crisis.

Trump said most of the
funding in the bill would
flow to small business
through the Paycheck Pro-
tection Program, which pro-
vides money to small busi-
nesses to keep workers on
their payroll.

“Great for small busi-
nesses, great for the work-
ers,” Trump said.

The measure passed
Congress almost  unani-
mously Thursday as law-
makers gathered in Wash-
ington as a group for the first
time since March 27. They
followed stricter social dis-
tancing rules while seeking
to prove they can do their
work despite the COVID-
19 crisis.

Lawmakers’ face masks
and bandannas added a
somber tone to their effort
to aid a nation staggered by
the health crisis and devas-
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House Speaker Nancy Pelosi speaks on the floor of the House of Representatives at the U.S. Capitol on Thursday.

‘MILLIONS OF PEOPLE OUT OF WORK. THIS IS REALLY
A VERY, VERY, VERY SAD DAY. WE COME TO THE FLOOR
WITH NEARLY 50,000 DEATHS, A HUGE NUMBER OF PEOPLE
IMPACTED, AND THE UNCERTAINTY OF IT ALL.”

tating economic costs of the
pandemic.

“Millions of people
out of work,” said House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi,
D-Calif. “This is really a
very, very, very sad day. We
come to the floor with nearly
50,000 deaths, a huge num-
ber of people impacted, and
the uncertainty of it all.”

Anchoring the bill is
the Trump  administra-
tion’s $250 billion request
to replenish a fund to help
small- and medium-size
businesses with payroll,
rent and other expenses.
This program provides for-
givable loans so businesses

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.

can continue paying work-
ers while forced to stay
closed for social distancing
and stay-at-home orders.
The legislation contains
$100 billion demanded by
Democrats for hospitals and
a nationwide testing pro-
gram, along with $60 bil-
lion for small banks and an
alternative network of com-
munity development banks
that focus on development
in urban neighborhoods and
rural areas ignored by many
lenders. There’s also $60
billion for small-business
loans and grants delivered
through the Small Business
Administration’s  existing
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Some places to contact if you are in
need of assistance during this time:

Clatsop Community Action

503-325-1400

Department of Human Resources

503-325-4811

Northwest Oregon Housing Authority

503-861-0119

State of Oregon Employment Office

503-325-4821

We hope everyone is doing well!

Monday - Friday

9am-5pm
No Appointment Necessary
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Call 503.325.8221
Fax 503.325.8179

disaster aid program.
Passage of more coro-
navirus relief is likely in
the weeks ahead. Support-
ers are already warning that
the business-backed Pay-
check Protection Program
will exhaust the new $250
billion almost immedi-
ately. Launched just weeks
ago, the program quickly
reached its lending limit
after approving nearly 1.7
million loans. That left thou-

sands of small businesses in
limbo as they sought help.
Pelosi and allies said the
next measure will distrib-
ute more relief to individ-
uals, extend more gener-
ous jobless benefits into the
fall, provide another round
of direct payments to most
people and help those who
are laid off afford health
insurance through COBRA.
Democrats tried to win
another round of funding for

AS

hospitals

state and local governments
in Thursday’s bill but were
rebuffed by Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell,
R-Ky., who says he’s going
to try pump the brakes on
runaway deficit spending.
McConnell says he doesn’t
want to bail out Democrat-
ic-governed states for fis-
cal problems that predated
the pandemic, but there’s
plenty of demand for state
fiscal relief among Republi-
cans, t0o.

After the Senate passed
the bill Tuesday, McCon-
nell said Republicans would
entertain no more coronavi-
rus rescue legislation until
the Senate returns to Wash-
ington in May. He promised
rank-and-file Republicans
greater say in the future leg-
islation, rather than leaving
it in the hands of bipartisan
leaders.

Pelosi attacked McCon-
nell for at first opposing add-
ing any money to his origi-
nal $250 billion package
and saying cash-strapped
states should be allowed to
declare bankruptcy, a move
that they currently cannot
do and that would threaten
a broad range of state ser-
vices. McConnell’s com-
ments provoked an out-
cry — including from GOP
governors — and he later
tempered his remarks.

The four coronavirus
relief bills approved so far
by Congress would deliver
at least $2.4 trillion for
business relief, testing and
treatment, and direct pay-
ments to individuals and the
unemployed, according to
the Congressional Budget
Office. The deficit is virtu-
ally certain to breach $3 tril-
lion this year.

Associated Press writ-
ers Darlene Superville and
Laurie Kellman contributed
to this report.

SUBCONTRACTOR PROPOSALS

REQUESTED

Astoria School District

School Modernization and Addition Projects

Skanska is requesting bid proposals for
Subcontractors to complete the following scope:

Astoria High School Bid Package #3 Remaining Scope
*not including MEP, Demolition, Structural Steel, Casework,
and DFH. Skanska Self-Perform will be bidding Concrete.

Astoria Middle School Bid Package #3 Remaining Scope
*not including MEP, Demolition, Structural Steel, Roofing,
DFH, and Temporary Facilities. Skanska Self-Perform will be

bidding Concrete.

Bids Due: 5/12/20@ 2PM PST

A Pre-Bid Meeting will be held virtually on WebEx,

April 28th at 10am

https://skanska.webex.com/skanska/
j.php?MTID=mcdbd312821070c14ceb1f4bdb6787e7c

The Request for Proposals are available here:
https://app.buildingconnected.com/
public/5430e7ad5cdc2e0300dd7¢c53/
projects/5d8a5afabf633f003877cd42

Project Contact:

Jeff Vinje; jeffrey.vinje@skanska.com
Chad Schlottmann; chad.schlottmann@skanska.com

SKANSKA

222 SW Columbia St., Suite 300

Portland. OR 97201

Phone: (503) 382-0900

Fax: (503) 382-0901

Reg: CC SKANSKAUB985RT | UBI: 602-134-999
We are an equal opportunity employer and request sub bids from minority.
women, disadvantaged, and emerging small business enterprises.

22994585

OR CCB: 153980

WA CCB# SKANSUB985RT




