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State wolf population increases 15% in 2019

Ranchers say wolf
attack number is
larger than reported

By GEORGE PLAVEN
Capital Press
SALEM — Oregon’s
wolf population continued to
rise in 2019 while the num-
ber of confirmed attacks on
livestock fell by nearly half,
according to state wildlife

officials.

Ranchers in rural Oregon,
however, say the number of
“confirmed” wolf attacks is
nowhere near the actual num-
ber, and many producers
have simply given up report-
ing cases of dead or missing
livestock after growing frus-
trated with how the predators
are being managed.

The Oregon Department
of Fish and Wildlife released
its annual wolf report
Wednesday,  documenting
at least 158 wolves state-
wide. That is a 15% increase
over 2018, when biologists
counted 137 wolves.

Oregon now has 22 estab-
lished wolfpacks, up from
16 the previous year. A pack
is defined as four or more
wolves traveling together
during winter. State fish and
wildlife also identified nine
other distinct groups of 2-3
wolves that do not meet the
strict definition of a pack.

Most wolves are densely
clustered in northeast Oregon,
with a few packs spreading
into the northern and southern
Cascades. State fish and wild-
life says the total wolf popu-
lation is likely higher, and the
annual survey is only a mini-
mum count based on verified
evidence such as visual sight-
ings, tracks and photos taken
by remote trail cameras.

The number of wolves
in Oregon has steadily risen
since counting began in 2009,
when fewer than 20 animals
were identified. Gray wolves
are still listed as a federally
endangered species in west-
ern Oregon, though they
were removed from the state
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Two adult wolves from the Walla Walla pack in northern Umatilla County.

endangered species list east
of highways 395, 78 and 95
in 2015.

Roblyn Brown, state fish
and wildlife wolf coordina-
tor, said wolves are expand-
ing their range with three new
packs in the Blue Mountains
of Eastern Oregon, south of
Interstate 84. In western Ore-
gon, the Indigo pack was also

livestock fell 43% in 2019.
State fish and wildlife staff
investigated 50  possible
cases of wolf-livestock dep-
redation, with 16 incidents
confirmed, one “probable,”
12 possible or unknown and
21 non-wolf related. Overall,
ranchers lost one adult cow,
one steer, 11 calves, six sheep
and one guard dog to wolves.

THE NUMBER OF WOLVES
IN OREGON HAS STEADILY
RISEN SINCE COUNTING BEGAN
IN 2009, WHEN FEWER THAN
20 ANIMALS WERE IDENTIFIED.

officially confirmed in eastern
Lane and Douglas counties.
No wolves were poached
in 2019, though five were
struck and killed by vehi-
cles and another died from
disease. A rancher in Baker
County also legally shot a
wolf he caught in the act of
chasing a herding dog on his
ranch near Halfway in March.
Meanwhile, the number
of confirmed wolf attacks on

Brown said she is
impressed with ranchers’
ingenuity as they implement
new non-lethal tools to pro-
tect their livestock without
harming wolves.

“The wolf population con-
tinues to expand into areas
where livestock producers
have less experience with
wolves,” Brown said. “We
appreciate all livestock pro-
ducers for their efforts to

co-exist with wolves.”

Danielle Moser, wildlife
program coordinator for Ore-
gon Wild, a Portland-based
environmental group, said
figures in the 2019 state fish
and wildlife wolf report are
“more strong evidence that
focusing on non-lethal mea-
sures to reduce wolf-live-
stock conflict works.”

But the Oregon Cattle-
men’s Association disputed
the state’s numbers, and
argues that more wolves will
continue to pose problems for
ranchers going forward.

Jerome Rosa, the asso-
ciation’s executive director,
said ranchers are increasingly
not reporting dead or miss-
ing livestock to state fish and
wildlife. In some cases, Rosa
said, it takes biologists days
to arrive for an inspection.
By that time, he said the evi-
dence is too far degraded to
get a confirmation.

“(Ranchers) gave up on
the system,” Rosa said. “The
frustration out there on the
countryside has just gotten
higher.”

Rodger Huffman and Veril
Nelson, co-chairmen of the
cattlemen’s association wolf
committee, released a joint

statement saying ranchers do
everything they can to pre-
vent wolves from killing live-
stock — usually at a cost to
their own mental and finan-
cial stress — and is “more
a matter of survival than
attempts to co-exist.”

“We also know that ‘con-
firmed’ losses of livestock
are nowhere near the actual
losses, both by death and
other losses wolves in live-
stock indirectly  contrib-
ute to,” Huffman and Nel-
son said. “When government
regulation and management
do little or nothing when
there are rare confirmations,

we know producers quit
reporting.”
The  state  awarded

$178,319 to ranchers in 11
counties to compensate them
for livestock losses, as well
as for non-lethal deterrents
such as fladry fencing, alarm
boxes or range riders.
Huffman and Nelson said
the compensation program is
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“severely underfunded,” and
discourages ranchers from
participating due to its com-
plexity and, ultimately, small
percentage of payouts to help
ranchers stay in business.

While the wolf population
is increasing, one of Oregon’s
most famous wolves, OR-7,
may be dead.

The famous wandering
wolf and breeding male of
the Rogue pack was photo-
graphed in the fall but not
documented during the win-
ter count, state fish and wild-
life said. His mate is still
present, though the pack
apparently did not reproduce
in 2019. OR-7 is estimated to
be 11 years old.

“We don’t know if OR-7
has died, but it would be rea-
sonable to assume consider-
ing his age, which is old for
a wolf in the wild,” Brown
said. ““It is natural for packs to
change over time as individ-
ual wolves are born, disperse
or die.”

WANTED

Alder and Maple Saw Logs & Standing Timber

Northwest Hardwoods ® Longview, WA
Contact: John Anderson e 360-269-2500

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU

INA TIME FILLED

WITH UNCERTAINTY

WE'RE TAKING STEPS TO
ENSURE YOU CAN STAY

HOME AND STAY SAFE

WHILE STILL CARING FOR
YOUR MENTAL HEALTH

ALL

SERVICES
AVAILABLE

CALL 503-325-5722 TODAY
AND SCHEDULE A TIME TO
MEET WITH A PROVIDER VIA
PHONE OR VIDEO CHAT IN A
SECURE, EASY PROCESS
WHILE PROMOTING
PHYSICAL DISTANCING

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW YOU CAN RECEIVE SUPPORT THROUGH
CLATSOP BEHAVIORAL HEALTHCARE, CALL US TODAY AT 503-325-5722.

Find Clatsop Behavioral Healthcare on social media @clatsopbh, or visit our website at www.clatsopbh.org.

STEPS YOU CAN TAKE TODAY TO IMPROVE
YOUR MENTAL HEALTH DURING QUARANTINE

STAY CONNECTED WITH

FRIENDS AND FAMILY

CALL, TEXT, OR VIDEO CHAT TO

CHECK IN REGULARLY WHILE
PRACTICING PHYSICAL DISTANCING.

STICK TO YOUR

TYPICAL ROUTINE

STRIVE TO KEEP YOUR NORMAL

SLEEPING, EATING, AND
EXERCISE HABITS.

YES, YOU CAN GO

OUTSIDE

GETTING OUTSIDE AND BEING
ACTIVE ARE GREAT WAYS TO
SUPPORT YOUR MENTAL
HEALTH. SO TAKE A WALK OR
GO FOR A RUN, BUT

AVOID BECOMING
OVERWHELMED BY
BREAKING YOUR DAY

CLATSOP
BEHAVIORAL
HEALTHCARE

TAKE EACH DAY

ONE STEP AT
A TIME

INTO BITE-SIZED
PIECES. YOU DON'T
HAVE TO DO
EVERYTHING ALL AT
ONCE. ONE THING AT A
TIME IS ENOUGH.

REMEMBER TO RESPECT
CLOSURES, AVOID GROUPS,
AND MAINTAIN A 6FT
DISTANCE FROM THOSE
OUTSIDE OF YOUR
HOUSEHOLD.

GIVE YOURSELF AND
THOSE AROUND YOU

WE ARE ALL GOING THROUGH A
SITUATION WE DID NOT CHOOSE
TO BE A PART OF. SUPPORT ONE
ANOTHER BY ACCEPTING THAT
WE ARE ALL DOING OUR BEST.

PERMISSION TO BE
IMPERFECT
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