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Gov. Brown outlines a
framework for reopening

By DICK HUGHES
Oregon Capital Bureau

Reopening Oregon
businesses  will  occur
“gradually, carefully and
incrementally,” Gov. Kate
Brown said Tuesday, but
she refused to say when
that might happen.

“It will not be easy. It
will take longer than we
want,” she said.

Brown and health offi-
cials held a press con-
ference to announce her
framework “for restarting
business and public life
in our state — how we’re
going to approach reopen-
ing Oregon” from the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We have to be cautious
or it will backfire,” Brown
said. “We know that a vac-
cine or an effective treat-
ment may yet be months
away. And if we move too
quickly, we will see a spike
in cases that could lead to
an overwhelmed hospital
system and unnecessary
deaths.”

Geography may be one
consideration for when
businesses can reopen.
Some rural areas have had
few confirmed cases, and
none have been reported
in Baker, Gilliam, Har-
ney, Lake and Wheeler
counties.

Contacted later, a mem-
ber of Brown’s recently
formed Medical Advisory
Committee said the gov-
ernor was emphasizing the
right approach.

“This is not going to be
over soon,” said Dr. Bob
Dannenhoffer, the Douglas
County health officer. “So
anybody who thinks that,
like by May 1, everything
will be back to normal, they
really are not looking care-
fully at the data. The data
would suggest that until
we get a good and effective
vaccine — and we don’t
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Gov. Kate Brown issued a
framework Tuesday for how
she plans to reopen Oregon
amid coronavirus risks.

know when that’s going to
be — life in the U.S. and
life in the world is going to
be radically altered.”

Dannenhoffer said
physical distancing and
staying home when sick
would be key preventive
measures for at least a year,
and Oregon has been doing
what it should. Oregon has
one of the lowest per capita
rates of coronavirus infec-
tion, he said, “Certainly
better than all the states
around us.”

Brown said business-
people and health profes-
sionals would be brought
together to discuss how to
gradually reopen restau-
rants, retailers, child care
and personal services such
as hair and nail salons.
“For example, this might
include additional guide-
lines for reconfiguring the
delivery of services with
additional physical barriers
like plexiglass dividers, or
requirements for wearing
PPE,” she said.

She promised “a sci-
ence-driven process”
based on several condi-
tions: slowing the growth

of COVID-19 cases, hav-
ing more personal protec-
tive equipment, increasing
test capacity, establishing
a robust system for track-
ing who has been exposed
to the coronavirus, and
ensuring effective isolation
and quarantine for people
who test positive, includ-
ing nursing home residents
and homeless people.

The state’s latest mod-
eling projections are that
COVID-19 cases and hos-
pitalizations would remain
steady through mid-May,
but would shoot up if reg-
ulations were eased.

Neither Brown nor Dr.
Dean Sidelinger, the state
health officer, would spec-
ify a date for potentially
relaxing business restric-
tions and social distancing
requirements.

Much has yet to be
determined. Brown said
epidemiologists and her
Medical Advisory Com-
mittee were working on

the appropriate metrics
for evaluating the state’s
progress.

The state does not know
how much personal protec-
tive equipment is needed,
including having sufficient
gear for physicians and
dentists to resume elective
surgeries and other proce-
dures, or potentially to pro-
tect employees in person-
al-service jobs.

More testing capability
also is needed, enabling at
least 15,000 Oregonians a
week to be tested, accord-
ing to Sidelinger. Even
then, not all Oregonians
will be tested for COVID-
19. And contact tracing of
Oregonians will require a
vast number of additional

workers, including more
epidemiologists.
The Oregon Capital
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The May 10 start of the Astoria Sunday Market, which draws hundreds of vendors and
thousands of people each year, is being delayed indefinitely by the coronavirus pandemic.

Market: Gathering restrictions in place
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The four to seven mar-
kets Packer Orchards sells
at each week in normal
peak season represent the
biggest portion of the com-
pany’s sales, said co-owner
Rochelle Packer. The com-
pany has been at the Asto-
ria Sunday Market for 15
years.

“It means the world to
us,” she said of going to
markets. “We’re able to
rehire some of our employ-
ees now that we have a lit-
tle bit more of a wider range
of area to sell our prod-
ucts. Our store here in Hood
River is also closed.”

Market vendors around
the region are on the edge
of their seats waiting to see
which spring markets will

have a presence, Packer
said.
Brown said the state

needs more robust corona-
virus testing and enough
available hospital  beds
before she will consider lift-
ing the restrictions placed
on gatherings.

Mudge said she worked
with the Clatsop County
Public  Health  Depart-
ment to create an event that
would meet social distanc-
ing guidelines and the ban
on gatherings. Each vendor

at the pop-up market will
have an employee desig-
nated as a social distancing
officer, and the market will
have sanitation stations.

Kingfisher Farms will
prepackage its produce to
limit touching.

Mudge doesn’t fore-

see the pop-up market hav-
ing enough demand to grow
much beyond five or six
vendors, although the park-

Q:

JEFFREY M. LEINASSAR
DMD, FAGD

503/325-0310
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including Care Credit, Springstone,
or your personal bank may offer
low-interest loans. Dentistry itself

ing lot could accommodate
up to 30 based on social dis-
tancing rules.

She had big plans for
the 20th anniversary of the
market that she said were
dashed by the coronavirus.

“But we may end up hav-
ing an authentic anniversary
in that the first year’s didn’t
start until July,” Mudge said
with a chuckle. “And it had
only 30 booths.”

I can’t afford
regular dental

care. Are there
some resources
available to me?

We have third-party financial
groups that we work with,

is not necessarily expensive, but
neglect and abuse are. Call to
consult with us on your options.

1414 MARINE DRIVE,
ASTORIA
www.smileastoria.com

McKenzie: Grew up in Astoria
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shelter to maintain good
hygiene.

The county has quaran-
tined three homeless people
who displayed symptoms
of the coronavirus at local
hotels and tested them for the
disease. All three tests came

back negative, McNickle them. McKenzie had picked Hollywood. ident of the warming cen- be ﬂ"erWhe'r.I“Iing o “mes'r"‘eami”? to cope

said. up a variety of odd jobs and “I never heard him say a ter’s board of directors, : (1-%10 \é‘/a':e §E§Z§V;'nd”;f,f, Zﬁ,‘i;:nfnﬁ’@"ﬂf,,{;’;
For those who knew worked sometimes at Vin- cross word about anybody,” believes one reason McK- D Here's some tips:

McKenzie and his girl- tage Hardware downtown. said Paul Tuter, the co-owner enzie didn’t seek out assis- 1 '

friend, Gail Griffey, 72, who
died on the streets of Astoria
in December, McKenzie’s
death is a sad conclusion to a
story no one could figure out
how to rewrite.

The couple lost their
housing in 2018 and had
been visibly homeless down-

town ever since. QGriffey’s Astoria but does not appear less, he would work occa- “Everybody counts.”
death was a shock and led to have any family left on sionally for Tuter, helping A warming center vol- :::}2:'::::7:‘;“’:10
many advocates and social the North Coast. A local per-  out when needed. unteer commented on Face- friends etc.? y

service providers to question
what more they could have
done to get her and McKen-
zie back into housing.

The couple resisted efforts
to help them, often cheer-

fully throwing questions of struggled with alcohol. “went downhill really hard,” “Hey,” he  quipped, : 3. Enter in information asked for.
concern back at the people “He was always in Tuter said. “you’re wrecking the afford- “7;‘:;;;:::"’ RIENDLY 4.0n the left side, click on “Meetings”
offering them assistance. denial,” said David Neikes, Warming center volun- able housing!” B 5. Clickon“Schedule a Meeting”

“Charlie was a proud per- who was part of the same teers noted that McKen- “It’s always difficult - Vinle 6. Set up a time, length and the password.
son,” said Kenny Hansen, high school graduating class zie hardly ate anything any- when we lose somebody on 20X ST0 *Note that meetings with more than 3 persons are
the homeless liaison officer as McKenzie. But, he added, more. After Griffey died, the streets,” Hansen said. limited to 40 minutes. N
for the Astoria Police Depart-  “he’s a sweet boy, had a McKenzie started to spend “For me, it’s tough because Al | Swipe to the left to Seef"" participants.
ment. “He was an indepen-  good heart.” nearly every night at the I’ve become friends with Astoria, OR o 50 T3 If you need he'pse“'”gI“p”US'”g an
dent person. (He) was a per- He  was  musically shelter. He told Tuter he was a lot of the homeless and account reach out to us!
son who wanted to make his inclined. =~ When Griffey getting too old for a life on bonded with them. It’s los-

own way in the world, with-

out help, really. He wasn’t
someone who always had a
hand out. He wanted to do
things for himself, in his own
way.”

Hansen had gotten to
know Griffey and McKen-
zie over the years. He does
not know what more any-
one could have done to help

“It’s frustrating some-
times when people don’t
want to accept the services.
But at the same time you
need to respect their deci-
sion, as well,” Hansen said.
“It’s their life. It’s their
decision.”

McKenzie grew up in

son is hoping to provide for
funeral arrangements, Asto-
ria Police Chief Geoff Spal-
ding said.

Friends remember McK-
enzie as a kind man who

was alive, the couple fre-

quently ate meals at the
Astoria Warming Center, a
seasonal emergency shel-
ter based out of First United
Methodist Church. McKen-
zie would often sit down at
an old upright piano in the
basement and play songs and
sing. He’d tell stories about
being a studio musician in

of Vintage Hardware.

Tuter met  McKen-
zie when the store was still
located on the bottom floor
of the Astor Building. McK-
enzie and Griffey lived in an
apartment above. After the
store moved locations and
McKenzie became home-

“He just became part of

the family,” Tuter said.
Griffey’s death hurt. Tuter
saw the toll it took on McK-
enzie. In the months after
his partner died, McKenzie

the streets.

Tuter broached the idea
of checking in with Clat-
sop Community Action to
search for housing, but in
many ways, Tuter said, “I
don’t think he had the ability
to follow through with that
and he’d lose his sorrow in
alcohol.”

Annie Martin, the pres-

tance was because he always
looked for the good. He’d
reason to himself, to Mar-
tin and to others who asked,
“Oh, I have it better than a
lot of other people.”

“And they needed those
things more than he did,”
Martin said. His mantra was

book that she would miss his
music and his “hilariously
awful” jokes. She recalled
one time when he watched
her break down boxes early
in the morning at the shelter.

ing a friend is what it is.”
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Helping Hands has a shelter in Uniontown.

Nonprofits: 1,663 cases
of the virus in Oregon
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Terri Steenbergen, the survivors,” she said. types of services you provide.
executive director of The The Oregon  Health A'E All you need to do is come up with a
Harbor, said the agency Authority reported 1,663 (] [ question that a customer might ask
appreciates the county’s ded-  cases and 58 deaths from the " 04 about your line of expertise and then
ication to supporting victims  coronavirus statewide as of give a detailed answer to help educate
of dom.estic abuse. ) Wednesday morning. them before they even walk through

“Things are changing The  health  author- G . your door. We are offering great rates
so rapidly at the moment, ity tracked 291 test results e ; . and package deals that help save
including the way that we in Clatsop County as of 0 - you money!

are able to interact with cli-
ents and provide our ser-

Wednesday, including six
positive cases.

2. Take care of your body; breathing,
stretching and walking.

Q: I have fear, stress and
anxiety about COVID-19.
What can | do to help
relieve these feelings?

JA ¢ Fearand anxiety about the disease,
worrying about work, paying bills,
caring for family or dealing with job-loss can

/ ) 1. Unplug from media and Internet regularly.

3. Unwind; engage in a hobby or pastime.
[
- 4. Talk to someone about how you feel.

For more information call Rory at
503-515-2545.

Q How can | use my

A « 1.Go to the Google PlayStore or visit
® Zoom.us online.

2. Click on “Sign Up, it’s free” in the upper
s right hand corner.

Q What is the Consult
a Professional section
and how can it help my
business?

o The Consult a Professional
® section in The Astorian is a great

adl



