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President Donald Trump speaks during a press briefing with the coronavirus task force at the
White House on Monday.

US urges no gatherings
of more than 10 people

Tells older people to stay home

By JONATHAN LEMIRE,
ANDREW TAYLOR and JILL COLVIN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The White House on
Monday urged all older Americans to stay
home and everyone to avoid crowds and eat-
ing out at restaurants as part of sweeping
guidelines meant to combat an expected surge
of coronavirus cases.

President Donald Trump, in a marked shift
in tone about a crisis that has enveloped the
globe, for the first time acknowledged that
the pandemic may send the U.S. economy
into a recession and suggested that the nation
may be dealing with the virus until “July or
August.”

The guidelines, which would rewrite the
norms of American soci-
ety for half a month, were
released as the U.S. gov-
ernment tried to blunt the

‘WE WILL RALLY

effort by a foreign entity to make Americans
think the government was going to impose a
nationwide quarantine. Agencies took coordi-
nated action Sunday evening to assure Amer-
icans that the government was not planning
to do that.

And on Monday, national security officials
said there had been a cyber attack involving
the computer networks of Health and Human
Services, but the networks were operating
normally. They didn’t detail the nature or
scope of the problem or identify the foreign
entity.

On Fox News, Adams claimed the U.S.
has “turned the tide” on testing, a critical part
of tracking and containing pandemics, but
whether that is true remains to be seen. The
U.S. effort has been hobbled by a series of
missteps, including flaws with the testing kits
first distributed by the federal government
and bureaucratic hurdles
that held up testing by pri-
vate laboratories.
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administration did not define what an an older
American was in terms of the recommenda-
tion to stay home.

“We will rally together as one nation and
we will defeat the virus,” Trump said. “We
can turn the corner and turn it quickly.”

The president, in an appearance in the
White House briefing room, when asked
when the pandemic would subside, said that
“if we do a really good job” the crisis could
pass by the height of summer. That was a far
less optimistic take than in his earlier predic-
tions that it could be over within weeks. He
also acknowledged that the virus, which has
battered the global markets, may send the
nation’s economy into a recession, a poten-
tially brutal blow for an incumbent in an elec-
tion year.

Trump was unusually somber about the
matter after playing it down for weeks. He
acknowledged the pandemic was “not under
control” in the United States or globally but
said he did not yet plan to call for domestic
travel restrictions and said he was reluctant to
advise states to cancel the primary elections
ahead.

Without providing details, he said “we’re
going to back the airlines 100%,” a note of
reassurance for an industry crippled by travel
bans and fears of spreading the virus.

The expansive guidelines were issued on
a day of fast-moving developments in a capi-
tal resplendent in cherry blossoms but awash
in anxiety.

Congress convened to try to finish an aid
package and consider another one behind
it. The Supreme Court postponed oral argu-
ments for the first time in over a century. And
the U.S. surgeon general said that the United
States is about where Italy was two weeks ago
in the coronavirus struggle, a sign that infec-
tions are expected to rise.

“When you look at the projections, there’s
every chance that we could be Italy,” Surgeon
General Dr. Jerome Adams told Fox News.
Yet he said the U.S. has opportunities to miti-
gate the pandemic.

Two weeks ago, Italy had 1,700 cases of
coronavirus and had reported 34 deaths. Now,
Italy is reporting an estimated 25,000 cases
and more than 1,800 deaths. About 3,800
cases have been reported in the United States
and so far, more than 65 people have died
from coronavirus. Although the numbers may
not be directly comparable, the trajectory is,
as Adams sees it.

The administration also alleged that a for-
eign disinformation campaign was underway
aimed at spreading fear among Americans
already spooked by the pandemic.

On Sunday, federal officials began con-
fronting what they said was a deliberate

a few exceptions, were

expected to gather Mon-
day evening, despite the federal public-health
guidelines prohibiting large gatherings.

Talks are already underway on another bill
to try to blunt the damage the virus is doing to
the economy. Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell said it will focus on direct finan-
cial help to individuals, help for businesses
such as the airline industry, and further steps
to support the health system.

Nearby, the Supreme Court said it is post-
poning arguments for late March and early
April because of the coronavirus, including a
round over subpoenas for Trump’s financial
records. The last time oral arguments were
postponed was in 1918, due to the Spanish flu
epidemic. In 2001, they were relocated, but
not postponed, after an anthrax scare.

Larry Kudlow, director of the National
Economic Council, said the White House is
working toward $800 billion in fiscal relief,
with about half of that having been approved
through executive actions and legislation and
much of the remainder being sought through
a payroll tax cut that has been met coolly by
both parties in Congress.

The Federal Reserve said Sunday it was
taking emergency action to slash its bench-
mark interest rate to near zero. But the Fed’s
move did not calm markets. The Dow Jones
Industrial Average finished Monday down
nearly 3,000 points.

For most people, the new coronavirus
causes only mild or moderate symptoms,
such as fever and cough. For some, especially
older adults and people with existing health
problems, it can cause more severe illness,
including pneumonia.

The vast majority of people recover.
According to the World Health Organization,
people with mild illness recover in about two
weeks, while those with more severe illness
may take three weeks to six weeks to recover.

The worldwide outbreak has sickened
about 175,000 people and left more than
6,700 dead.

Trump in recent days has imposed sweep-
ing travel restrictions for much of Europe.
On Saturday, he added Britain and Ireland
to a list of countries facing travel restrictions
over the next 30 days. The State Department
on Sunday said it would allow U.S. person-
nel to leave their diplomatic or consular posts
worldwide if they or family members were
medically determined to be at a higher risk of
falling very ill if exposed to the virus.

Also, the White House said Monday it
would cancel the holiday Easter Egg Roll
held annually on the South Lawn.

Associated Press writers Zeke Miller;
Aamer Madhani, Hope Yen, Darlene Super-
ville, Deb Riechmann and Mary Clare Jalon-
ick contributed to this report.
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S Miracle-Ear Hearing Centers
are looking for qualified people to test
their latest product,
The Miracle-Ear® Mirage
RISK FREE!

Here’s the catch: You must
have difficulty hearing and
understanding in background
noise, and your hearing
must fall in the range of the
hearing aid. People that
are selected will evaluate
Miracle-Ear’s latest advanced
digital hearing solution — the
Miracle-Ear Open.

You will be able to walk in to our
office and walk out knowing how
much help there is for you.

Candidates will be asked to
evaluate our instruments for 30
days (risk free*). At the end of the
30 days, if you are satisfied with
the improvement in your hearing
and wish to keep the instrument,
you may do so at tremendous
savings. But this is only for a
limited timel!

Schedule your appointment today!
Use code 20MarWanted

SOME FEDERAL ™
WORKERS AND
RETIREES MAY BE
ELIGIBLE FOR HEARING
AIDS AT NO COST!

That’s Right...No Co-Pay! No Exam
Fee! No adjustment Fee!

BCBS federal insurance pays the total cost of 2 Miracle-Ear Audiotone Pro
aids. Most federal government employees and retirees are eligible.
You may even be covered if you have other non-federal insurance coverage.
Special factory pricing is available for non-qualifiers.
See store for details & accurate coverage.
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Save on one of our

smallest custom
f &
-

digital hearing aids! |
Audiotone Pro CIC

NOW BUY
ONE GET
ONE FREE!.

_ HURRY! 1
My, MiracleEar offer ends 1
03/20/20

Valid at participating Miracle-Ear locations only. Limit one coupon per purchase. May not
be combined with other offers and does not apply to prior sales. Cash value 1/20 cent.

' Another Great Way to Save
Make your appointment today!

@ BUY 1 GET 1
@ 50% OFF

Save on our full line of digital hearing solutions.
1 % Miracle-Ear:  Don’t miss out on this amazing offer.
1 Hurry Offers ends 3/20/2020

| Good only from participating Miracle-Ear representatives. One coupon per purchase. No other offers or discounts apply. Discount does |
not apply to prior sales. Offer valid on ME-1, ME-2, ME-3, ME-4 Solutions. Cannot combine with any other offers. Cash value 1/20 cent.
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MARCH 20, 2020

Iy, Miracle-Ear

¢ Local Testing Area ¢

Hearing Tests are given for the purposes of selection and adjustment of hearing instrumentation.
Results may vary related to duration and severity of impairment. Early detection is important.

AT THESE PARTICIPATING LOCATIONS ONLY!!
Miracle-Ear Center
2505 Main Ave N, Suite C
Tillamook, OR 97141
(503) 836-7926

Miracle-Ear Center
Youngs Bay Plaza
173 S. Hwy 101, Warrenton, OR 97146
(503) 836-7921
Visit us online www.miracle-ear.com

Risk Free Offer- The aids must be returned within 30 days of delivery if not completely satisfied and 100% of the purchase price
will be refunded. **Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. These are not medical exams or
diagnoses. Blue Cross Shield, the Blue Cross, the Blue Shield, BCBS, and Federal Employee Program are a registered trademark of
Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. Blue Cross Blue Shield Association and its independent licensees are not affiliated with, nor do
they endorse or sponsor, the contests of this advertisement. Trademarks referring to specific providers are used by Miracle Ear for
nominative purposes only: to truthfully identify the source of the services about which information is provided.

Such trademarks are solely the property of their respective owners.




