A8

CONTACT US
Gary Henley | Sports Reporter
ghenley@dailyastorian.com

SPORTS

THE ASTORIAN * SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2020

FOLLOW US
facebook.com/
DailyAstorianSports

Lady Fishermen miss out on title chance

Virus fears cancel tournament

By GARY HENLEY
The Astorian

“For all sad words of tongue and pen,
the saddest are these, ‘It might have
been.’” — John Greenleaf Whittier

least what players on the Astoria girls

basketball team were probably think-
ing, when they heard the news shortly
before noon Thursday.

Only about a half-hour from their final
destination, the Lady Fishermen — on
their way to the 4A state tournament in
Forest Grove — learned that the tourna-
ment had been canceled because of the
coronavirus outbreak.

The news hit everyone hard, espe-
cially five seniors who were all set for
the swan song of their high school bas-
ketball careers.

And they weren’t the only ones.

Statewide, 24 girls teams and 24 boys
teams saw their seasons come to a prema-
ture end when the OSAA announced the
cancellation of the 4A, 5A and 6A state
tournaments. Some games in the 5A and
6A tournaments had already been played.

The state dance and drill competition
was also canceled.

In a jolt to the sports world, the
National Basketball Association, the
National Hockey League and Major
League Soccer suspended their seasons
over concerns about the spread of the
virus. Major League Baseball suspended
spring training and delayed opening day.

And the NCAA’s March Madness bas-
ketball tournament — always one of the
country’s most anticipated annual events
— was canceled.

In less than 24 hours, senior athletes at
the high school level in Oregon saw their
winter sports careers come to an end.

“It hit them pretty hard,” said Astoria
coach Mike Jacobson. “Our five seniors
had worked hard for a long time and were
building up towards this. We felt we had
a good chance of winning it, too.”

Taileigh Cole, Brooklynn Hankwitz,

I f they don’t know the quote, that’s at

Kajsa Jackson, Julia Norris and Hailey
O’Brien were the five seniors on this
year’s team.

Most of the Astoria players will now
turn their attention toward spring sports,
and a few will continue their basketball
careers at the college level.

Hankwitz and O’Brien plan on play-
ing next season at Linn-Benton Commu-
nity College, while Norris will finish up
high school as Astoria’s starting pitcher
in softball, then will play softball next
year at Clackamas Community College.

“Everyone was pretty upset when we
found out about the tournament,” Norris
said.

Jacobson had been attending a
coaches meeting in Forest Grove, and
learned about the cancellation five min-
utes before the meeting.

He texted his wife, Nikki, who
informed the team, which was still en
route to Forest Grove. Everyone then met
in Beaverton for lunch.

“Coach came in and hugged us, and
everyone got really emotional,” Nor-
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ris said. “I thought we had a very good
chance of winning it all. We played Phi-
lomath, and we only lost to them by one
(51-50). We hung with them the whole
time.

“Everyone was superhyped,” she said.
“I will definitely remember this season
more than the others. We were all super-
bonded. (The seniors) have been playing
together since the third grade.”

The Lady Fishermen officially fin-
ished the basketball season at 22-3 over-
all, the program’s most wins in one sea-
son since finishing 22-5 in 2000-01.

As the No. 4 seed in this year’s tourna-
ment, Astoria was set to play La Grande
in a Thursday quarterfinal, with the win-
ner to play either Cottage Grove or No.
I-ranked Philomath on Friday.

The potential Astoria vs. Philomath
matchup was one of the most anticipated
games of the tournament.

Now, Astoria will just pick up the
pieces and rebuild for next season.

Several key players return, and with
the addition of a few talented players up
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from the junior varsity level, the Lady
Fish will hopefully find themselves right
back in contention.

The team still plans to hold a sea-
son-ending awards banquet, while Asto-
ria principal Lynn Jackson said the recent
outbreak of the coronavirus has disrupted
far more than just sports.

“It affects much more than just the
athletics,” Jackson said, citing changes
or cancellations involving the dance
and drill team, Future Farmers of
America, the robotics team, the Cesar
Chavez Leadership Conference and the
Astoria-Walldorf (Germany) student
exchange program.

“It’s a statement on how enriching and
important student activities are to the
student body,” he said. “You could see
the disappointment on the faces of the
students today.”

Jackson’s daughter, Kajsa, was one of
the five seniors on the team, and is pre-
paring to play a lead role in the school’s
spring musical.

“As a parent, I’m sorry to see her ath-
letic career come to an end, even though
we know why (the tournament) was can-
celed. Peter Weber (OSAA executive
director) and the rest of the OSAA staff
took everything into consideration and
made the decision based on everyone’s
safety.”

The status of spring sports, as far as
the games and competitions, is “yet to be
determined,” Jackson said.

After Gov. Kate Brown announced
that schools would be closed from Mon-
day through March 31, the OSAA sus-
pended practices and contests for sports
and activities through the end of month.

During this suspension, the OSAA
“will evaluate the evolving public health
situation with the Oregon Health Author-
ity, the Oregon Department of Education,
the OSAA Executive Board, the OSAA
Sports Medicine Advisory Committee
and member school administrators from
throughout the state to determine when,
or if, to resume the spring season.”

As for Astoria girls basketball, Jack-
son said, “that 22-3 record will have to
come with an asterisk.”
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