
THE ASTORIAN � SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2020 A3

Princess would not dock 
March 31. The ship was 
quarantined off the c oast of 
California and later in Oak-
land after a former pas-
senger became the state’s 
fi rst confi rmed death from 
coronavirus.

Astoria, Clatsop County  
and the Port  announced 
on Thursday that no cruise 
ship visits will be allowed 
through April 10, citing   
Brown’s announcement 
and warnings by the federal 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention against 
cruise ship travel.

The announcement can-
cels a scheduled visit April 
4 by the Celebrity Eclipse of 
Celebrity Cruises.

“Additionally, in the 
absence of specifi c policy 
on cruise ships from higher 
authority, we have agreed to 
consider cruise ships as pub-
lic gatherings and will can-
cel all visits of cruise (ships) 
with greater than 250 per-
sons aboard as long as the 
state prohibitions remain 
in place,” Astoria Mayor 
Bruce Jones, Commissioner 
Kathleen Sullivan, the chair-
woman of the county Board 
of Commissioners, and Will 
Isom, the executive direc-
tor of the Port, said in a 
statement .

Princess Cruises on 
Thursday canceled all cruise 
ship voyages scheduled to 
start May 10 or earlier. The 
cancellation covers visits to 
Astoria by the Star Princess 
on April 12, Ruby Princess 
on May 6 and Grand Prin-
cess on May 7.

“It is our intention to 
reassure our loyal guests, 
team members and global 
stakeholders of our com-
mitment to the health, safety 
and well-being of all who 
sail with us, as well as those 
who do business with us, 
and the countries and com-

munities we visit around the 
world,” Jan Swartz, pres-
ident of Princess Cruises, 
said in a news release.

 Jones said that health 
issues surrounding visiting 
cruise ships affect the entire 
county, rather than just Asto-
ria and the Port.

“Because of this, our 
three entities have been 
working closely together to 
develop unifi ed policy and 
decisions,” he said. “We are 
leaning forward to put pub-
lic health fi rst where there is 
a gap in state policy.”

Princess Cruises’ 
announcement and  Brown’s 
ban on large gatherings  have 
so far cut the amount of 
ships visiting Astoria down 
to at most 30. Bruce Conner, 
the Port’s cruise ship mar-
keter, said that aside from 
Princess Cruises’ announce-
ment, there have been no 
ship cancellations beyond 
April 10.

Astoria’s next scheduled 
cruise ship visit would be the 
Eurodam from the Holland 
America Line on April 13.

The coronavirus has rein-
vigorated the debate over 
whether to continue allow-
ing large cruise ships to dock 
in Astoria.

Sarah Jane Bardy, owner 
of the Eleventh Street Bar-
ber, recently started an 
online petition asking 
the City Council to halt 
the cruise ship visits. She 
argued that the passengers 
don’t contribute much to 
the local economy and put 
the region’s most vulnerable 
populations at increased risk 
of sickness.

“Astoria has become 
a tourist destination in an 
of itself with tens of thou-
sands of people traveling 
here by way of car and bus 
every year,” she wrote. “We, 
unlike isolated towns such 
as Kodiak, Alaska, do not 
rely on ships to support our 
economy.”

Cruise ships: CDC 
has warned against 
cruise ship travel
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If there is a local case of 
the virus, Elder said, “It will 
change everything.”

Local organizations, espe-
cially those that serve senior 
populations, are falling back 
on protocols usually reserved 
for the height of fl u season — 
and then taking a few extra 
precautions.

Staff at First Lutheran 
Church, where the bulk of 
regularly attending con-
gregants are older, wipe  
down surfaces between the 
church’s two Sunday wor-
ship services . They have also 
changed how food is served 
at community meals.

Sunday afternoon ser-
vices conducted by a rotating 
group of North Coast pastors 
at Clatsop Retirement Vil-
lage have been suspended.

The Astoria Senior Center 
has started asking non mem-
bers to provide emergency 
contact information if they 
want to use the center’s ser-
vices. If the virus shows up, 
senior center staff need to be 
able to contact anyone who 
might have been exposed, 
said Larry Miller, the cen-
ter’s executive director.

He is looking at installing 
another hand sanitizer dis-
penser and has asked the cen-
ter’s custodian to regularly 
wipe down door handles and 
other high-touch surfaces.

“No. 1 , though,” Miller 
said, “I’m not panicking.”

Nor are many of the 
seniors The Astorian spoke 
with during a recent after-
noon at the center.

Several  who had gathered 
to play the tile-based game 
m ahjong are dealing with 
autoimmune issues. Aggres-
sive hand-washing and vigi-
lance against exposure to ill-
ness have long been a part of 
their routine.

One woman with an auto-
immune disorder said she 
considered not coming to the 
center, but she had felt iso-
lated after a bout of illness in 
January. The social interac-
tion was worth the risk, she 
decided. Her husband was 

really opposed to it, though, 
she said.

“Well that’s a reason to 
go, isn’t it?” another player 
joked.

The fl u season is a regu-
lar, deadly occurrence and 
people don’t stop their lives 
every January and February 
when it’s  at its height, others 
noted.

Some people had can-
celed travel plans. Others 
held off, hoping conditions 
would improve by the time 
they were scheduled to leave.

Lynne Kelton, 66, of War-
renton, is one of the latter. 
She was frugal when she 
made arrangements to travel 
with her daughter to Charles-
ton, South Carolina, and 
Nashville, Tennessee, and 
bought cheaper, nonrefund-
able tickets.

She keeps thinking, 
“Maybe it will be over in fi ve 
weeks.”

But Kelton is also dealing 
with another dilemma related 
to the virus. Her 95-year-old 
mother, who suffers from 
dementia, was just trans-
ferred to a care facility near 
Portland. Restrictions from 
the state  severely limit who 
can visit residents.

“She’s not going to under-
stand why I’m not coming 
to visit her,” Kelton said. “I 
know it’s  the right thing, but 

it feels like everything’s up in 
the air.”

Yaeko Carr, 85, has con-
tinued to attend classes and 
events at the  s enior c enter 
over her son’s objections. 
He would prefer she stayed 

away, she said.
Carr, who lives in  Asto-

ria , looks around at the other 
people in a beginning line 
dancing class on Wednes-
day: No one’s coughing. 
Though some people stop 
dancing to take a quick break 
on the sidelines, everyone 
seems energetic, enthusias-
tic, healthy.

However, Carr has 
decided to stop visiting a 
102-year-old friend who 
lives at Clatsop Care Cen-
ter, worried that she could 
inadvertently pass along the 
illness.

“I told her I’m not coming 
for a while,” Carr said.

Despite her confi dence , 
she does wonder if she 
should be exposing herself 
to the possibility of illness 
by going out to places like 
the senior center. Her doctor 
tells her that she is in excel-
lent health.

“But still,” Carr said, “you 
never know how your health 
is going to change.” 
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Christine Teeter, center, participates in a beginning line 

dancing class at the Astoria Senior Center. The center is taking 

extra precautions in light of the coronavirus, but remains open.

Our Walluski Rose

Donna Flues

1940-2020

Happy Birthday Mom

As we miss you,

Your Love sustains us

DOCTOR WANTED

Primary care physician needed for 

80 year old diabetic.

Getting weaker by the day, 4 oz. bladder, 

concentrated urine, need prostate removed.

Painful growth in left breast. Vertigo, aggravated 

by exertion and bright light. Left thigh with mix of 

paralysis, pain and electricity that prevents stair 

climbing.

Perfect insurance. All symptoms over 14 months old!

Tired of dizziness, pain, stress, and falling down.

If you can help, I’m seeking a doctor who will work 

with the patient.

If interested please 

leave a message for LeRoy at 

503-861-2790, Warrenton.

Leave a message 

for LeRoy at 

503-861-2790

DID YOU 
KNOW?

YOU MUST MOVE OVER 

IT’S A LAW!

For all emergency vehicles including TOW TRUCKS!

IT IS A CLASS B TRAFFIC VIOLATION for failure 

to maintain a safe distance from EMERGENCY 

VEHICLES, ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE VEHICLES, 

TOWING VEHICLES AND AMBULANCES UNDER ORS 

811.145, WITH A MINIMUM FINE OF $260.
Information provided courtesy of

WE CARE

North Co. 503-458-5588
South Co. 503-338-6402


