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It’s hard to argue that 
truckers haven’t been the 
loudest opponents of cap and 
trade in Oregon.

Their protests bellowed 
down the streets of Salem 
at a #TimberUnity rally last 
month with a long line of log 
trucks rumbling through the 
capital.

Their blasting horns 
sounded the alarm for people 
like Shelly Solum, of Astoria, 
who works for her father’s 
company, Gedenberg Log 
Trucking.

She outlined the compa-
ny’s fi nancials for lawmak-
ers at a hearing on Senate Bill 
1530, explaining how much 
more she was expecting to 
pay for the diesel needed to 
fuel her company’s 10 log 
trucks.

Oregon’s cap-and-trade 
bill would make gasoline and 
diesel, along with other fossil 
fuels, more expensive. In the 
case of gasoline and diesel, it 
would require fuel companies 
to pay for the greenhouse gas 
emissions coming from their 
product. The idea is to use 
higher prices to steer business 
away from the fossil fuels that 
are warming up the planet.

Solum and many other 
truckers say that leaves them 
with no choice but to pay 
more for the fuel their busi-
nesses depend on.

“If this bill goes through, 
it’s going to be such a nega-
tive effect on our company 
and the rest of the companies 
in the state,” Solum said.

State House and Sen-
ate Democrats ended the 
short session Thursday 
after  Republican lawmak-
ers walked out of the C apitol 
last week and left Democrats 
without a quorum to vote on 
any legislation. 

Opponents of the proposed 
cap-and-trade policy who fear 
higher energy prices are just 
fi ne with that. But some com-
panies are gearing up to burn 
fewer fossil fuels regardless 
of what happens in the Legis-
lature this session.

Switching to electric 
trucks

Keith Wilson with Titan 
Freight in Portland sees cap 
and trade as the cheapest way 
to move beyond the price of 
diesel and into electric trucks.

He walked around a truck 
he calls a triple because it 
pulls three trailers, pointing 
out all the fuel-effi ciency fea-
tures he’s added to help the 
truck drive a little farther on a 
gallon of diesel.

“You’ll see the full roof 
bearing,” he said. “That’s 
about 5%  savings. It has 
low-rolling resistant tires, 
wheel covers. It has special 
mudfl ap screens where the air 
goes through …”

Wilson said he’s been try-
ing to get to just 7.5 miles per 
gallon, and he can’t do it.

“We have 10 fuel-effi -
ciency items on every one of 
our trucks and trailers and we 
have received very little gain 
from it,” he said. “We have to 
do more.”

Each of Wilson’s 44 trucks 
emits about 300 tons of 
greenhouse gases each year, 
he said, and there aren’t many 
options for reducing that right 
now.

“The warming climate 
is marching its way to Ore-
gon, and it’s at our front 
door,” he said. “We have to 
act right now, and I feel really 
responsible.”

He knows cap and trade 
would raise his fuel costs, 
but he said it would also offer 
an opportunity for him to get 
credits for reducing his emis-
sions by switching to electric 
trucks.

“We’re almost there,” Wil-
son said. “But that equipment 
is going to be high cost. It’s 
fi rst generation.”

Oregon’s cap-and-trade 
program would create a car-
bon market that would allow 
companies to trade permits 
for greenhouse gas emis-
sions. So, they could buy the 
permits they need and sell any 
credits they earn by reducing 
their emissions.

Wilson, who is currently 
running for Portland City 
Council, is planning to go 
electric with or without the 
credits he would get from a 
cap-and-trade program.

But without cap and trade, 
he said, other businesses are 
likely to wait for costs to 
come down.

“Without that sort of assis-
tance, we’re 20 years out 
before the cost of ownership 
will be pragmatic for other 
companies,” Wilson said.

Bill changes aim to 
appease critics

This year’s cap-and-trade 
bill was changed to recog-
nize the difference between a 
log trucking business in Asto-
ria and a freight hauler in 
Portland.

Sen. Michael Dembrow, 
D-Portland, who is co-spon-
soring the bill, said key 
changes to this year’s legis-
lation from the 2019 version 
were designed to ease the 
fears of rural communities. It 
would start regulating fuel in 
Portland in 2022 and phase in 
other areas of the state later or 
not at all.

“We do believe that in 
the urban areas that’s where 
we have the most opportuni-
ties to reduce driving, reduce 
emissions and help us to our 
goals,” Dembrow said.

Solum’s log trucking com-
pany in Astoria wouldn’t get 
hit with higher costs for three 
years after the program starts.

Other changes to this 
year’s bill exempt natural gas 
emissions from certain man-
ufacturers to reduce the risk 
that they’ll leave the state 
to avoid the cost of cap and 
trade.

However, the broad 
strokes of the cap and trade 
policy proposed in House Bill 
2020 last year remains the 
same.

The state would set a cap 
on emissions and auction 
off permits, or allowances, 
needed to cover those emis-
sions. The auction would 
generate revenue the state can 
invest in projects that further 
reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions and help people adjust 
to higher energy prices.

Over time, the cap on 
emissions would come down 
and fewer permits would be 
available, which would likely 
raise the permit price, cre-
ate an incentive for compa-
nies to reduce their emissions 
and spur more trading in the 
state’s carbon market.

A carbon-neutral gas 
pipeline

Changes to the bill have 
led some industries to with-
draw their opposition to the 
policy. NW Natural, the Port-
land-based natural gas dis-
tributor, has been a vocal sup-
porter of the bill’s tailored 
approach to handling emis-
sions from natural gas.

The company recently 
unveiled a plan to start replac-
ing the carbon-heavy meth-
ane gas in its pipes with 
renewable natural gas and 
renewable hydrogen to create 
what it envisions will eventu-
ally be a “carbon-neutral” gas 
pipeline.

“We do have a long-
term vision for our system 
that’s evolving,” Kim Heit-
ing, senior vice president of 
operations at NW Natural, 
said. “We’re an energy deliv-
ery company. What’s going 
through our pipes can and 
will change.”

The company is planning 
to move forward with its plan 
to reduce the carbon emis-
sions associated with its nat-
ural gas regardless of what 
happens in the Legislature 
this session.

“As we do that, you get a 
carbon reduction that’s going 
to help our region achieve 
its carbon reduction goals,” 
Heiting said.

Opponents want a ballot 
vote

Still, opponents don’t like 
the idea of raising energy 
prices at all — especially in 
rural areas where the money 
is tight.

Like the Republicans who 
have left the Capitol in pro-
test, the crowd at the #Tim-
berUnity rally last month was 
looking beyond what law-
makers are able to do this 
session.

They chanted on the steps 
of the Capitol: “Let us vote! 
Let us vote!”

They want to put the 
whole idea of cap and trade 
on the ballot and let voters 
statewide make the fi nal call. 
That’s something state Dem-
ocrats have resisted so far.

Businesses look beyond 
cap-and-trade legislation
Gearing up to burn 
fewer fossil fuels 
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Keith Wilson, president of Titan Freight, points out fuel-effi  ciency features on one of his 

company’s trucks.
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HEALTH NOTIFICATION!

Are You Hard of Hearing?
A major name brand hearing aid provider 
wishes to field test a remarkable new 
digital hearing instrument in the area. This 
offer is free of charge and you are under no 
obligation.
These revolutionary 100% Digital 
instruments use the latest technology to 
comfortably and almost invisibly help you 
hear more clearly. This technology solves 
the “stopped up ears” and “head in a 
barrel” sensation some people experience.
If you wish to participate, you will be
required to have your hearing tested in our 

office FREE OF CHARGE to determine candidacy and review your results 
with the hearing instruments with our hearing care specialist.
At the end of this evaluation, you may keep your instrument, if you so 
desire, at a tremendous savings for participating in this field test. Special 
testing will be done to determine the increased benefits of this technology.
Benefits of hearing aids vary by type and degree of hearing loss, noise 
environment, accuracy of hearing test, and proper fit.
This is a wonderful opportunity to determine if hearing help is
available for your hearing loss and get hearing help at a very affordable
price. 

THIS WEEK ONLY!
(Insert Expiration Date)

Call Now and Make a Reservation if 
you wish to be Included!

Hearing tests are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. Hearing Aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences will vary depending on severity of 
loss, accuracy of evaluation by our Consultant, proper fit, and the ability to adjust amplification. Pursuant to terms of your purchase agreement, the aids must be returned within 30 days of the completion of fitting, in 
satisfactory condition for a full refund. 

(Locations, Address, Phone 

numbers)

TheMiracle Ear Foundation

Since 1990 the Miracle-Ear Foundation™ has been providing hearing aids, follow-up care, and educational resources to
people with hearing loss who demonstrate personal inability to financially provide for their hearing health needs. We do

this because we believe everyone in our community deserves quality hearing instruments.

Special Notice State Employees
You may qualify for a hearing aid benefit up to $4,000 every 4 years. Call for

eligibility status.

visit us online at: www.miracle-ear.com

Call Now and Make 

a Reservation if you 

wish to be Included!

Mention Code:

20MarHealth

Offer Expires 3/13/20

THIS WEEK ONLY!

Miracle-Ear Center

2505 Main Ave N, Suite C
Tillamook, OR 97141

(503) 836-7926

Miracle-Ear Center
Youngs Bay Plaza
173 S. Hwy 101

Warrenton, OR 97146
(503) 836-7921

Special Notice State Employees
You may qualify for a hearing aid benefit 

up to $4,000 every 4 years. 

Call for eligibility status. 

Visit us online at
www.miracle-ear.com

 Hearing tests are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. Hearing Aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences 
will vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evaluation by our Consultant, proper fit, and the ability to adjust amplification. If you are not completely satisfied, the aids 
must be returned within 30 days of the completion of fitting, in satisfactory condition for a full refund. 


