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Offi cials are tracking 
down thousands of passen-
gers who might have come 
in contact with him during 
the trip.  

The Grand Princess has 
around  3,500 passengers 
and crew aboard, with at 
least 62  passengers from the 
previous voyage. The ship 
cancel ed a stop in Ensenada, 
Mexico, before heading 
toward San Francisco. 

The Grand Princess is the 
second Princess Cruises ship 
to be quarantined at sea after 
the Diamond Princess was 
held offshore for weeks near 
Yokohama, Japan. 

Astoria Mayor Bruce 
Jones, a former commander 
of the Coast Guard’s Sector 
Columbia River, has sought 
to allay concerns as some 
have called on the city to bar 
cruise ship passengers from 
town.

Local, county, state and 
federal offi cials have been in  
contact on how to respond to 
potential  COVID-19 cases, 
Jones said, and the Coast 
Guard can order a ship  held 
offshore if there is a report 
or suspicion of an illness. 
There are more than 20 days 
before the Grand Princess 
could leave port in Califor-
nia headed for Astoria .

“I feel like we have time 
to be calm and plan dili-
gently,” the mayor  said. 
“We don’t need to make 
rash decisions immediately. 
We’ll just continue to moni-
tor the situation as it unfolds 
with all of our partners.”

But fears of COVID-19 
might already be having a 
local impact.

Hand sanitizers have 
become a rare commodity , 
selling out at some stores.

Craig Hoppes, the super-
intendent of the Astoria 
School District, sent out 
a letter to parents echo-
ing common-sense advice 
from health offi cials such 
as proper hand-washing, 

avoiding contact with sick 
people and staying home if 
sick.

“While the coronavirus 
situation is troubling, it is 
important to remember that 
fear, rumors and stigma do 
not stop the spread of dis-
ease and can create diffi -
culties in sharing accurate 
information,” the superin-
tendent  wrote.

Attendance has already 
dipped at some local social 
events, such as story time at 
the Astoria  Library. Suzanne 
Harold, the children’s librar-
ian, said she does not know 
for sure if fears about the  
coronavirus are to blame, as 
attendance can also fl uctuate 
because of sunny weather or 
the fl u. 

Concern about the virus 
has also begun to impact 
local businesses in other 
small ways.

Heidi Dlubac, of Good to 
Go, a soup, salad and sand-
wich shop in downtown 
Astoria, was supposed to 
supply lunch for a National 
Fish and Wildlife Founda-
tion meeting next week.

But the organization, 
following guidance to 
reduce travel where possi-
ble because of the virus out-
break, canceled. The meet-
ing will now be held via 
webinar, said Rob Blumen-
thal, the communications 
director for the foundation.

Some l ocals have voiced 
frustration on social media 
about incoming cruise ships. 
The Astoria City Coun-

cil faced calls Monday 
from some people  want-
ing to delay or cancel arriv-
als unless cruise ship com-
panies could guarantee 
none of the passengers have 
COVID-19.

“My great-grandparents 
lived through three prairie 
grass fi res,”  Ted Thomas, a 
resident, told the City Coun-
cil , calling for a quarantine 
of cruise ships . “When you 
see the smoke on the hori-
zon, you stop everything and 
plow a circle around your 
house, and you wet blankets, 
and you beat embers out that 
come across that break.”

Gov. Kate Brown on 
Thursday announced an 
agreement with health insur-
ers to waive cost-sharing for 
customers needing COVID-
19 testing. Several insurers, 
including Providence Health 
Plan  and Moda Heath , have 
so far agreed to participate.

At least 35 cruise ships 
carrying around 75,000 pas-
sengers are  destined for 
Astoria this year, includ-
ing the Grand Princess on 
March 31, May 7 and Oct. 
18.

Conner has said some 
cruise ships are reposition-
ing away from Asia  itinerar-
ies. Astoria is now in line for 
two new visits by the Celeb-
rity Millennium, a Celeb-
rity Cruises ship, April 22 
and April 27, he said, while 
other ships are still looking 
for new ports to visit .

Katie Frankowicz con-
tributed to this report.

Coronavirus: At least 35 cruise 
ships are destined for Astoria
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SEATTLE — The Uni-
versity of Washington said 
Friday it will stop holding 
classes for nearly 60,000 stu-
dents at its three campuses 
and instead offer online 
instruction to help stop the 
spread of the worst corona-
virus outbreak in the United 
States.

At least 79 cases of 
COVID-19 — the dis-
ease caused by the virus — 
have been confi rmed in the 
state, with most in the Seat-
tle area. There have been 15 
deaths in the state as of Fri-
day afternoon.

The University of Wash-
ington said the change to 
online-only classes will 
begin Monday and stay in 
effect through the end of win-
ter quarter on March 20. The 
school said the campuses, 
including residence halls and 
athletic facilities, will remain 
open.

Seattle University, a pri-
vate Jesuit school with 5,000 
students, also plans to switch 
to online classes, while a 
number of K-12 schools in 
the Seattle region have closed 
due to virus fears, including 
the 22,000-student North-
shore School District. Classes 
at Bellevue College will also 
be taught online through the 
end of the quarter.

In addition, organizers of 
Emerald City Comic Con, 
which attracts about 100,000 
people, said the event has 
been postponed due to the 
coronavirus.

The chief judge for U.S. 
District Court’s Western 
Washington District, Ricardo 
Martinez, issued an order 
Friday postponing all in-per-
son hearings in Seattle and 
Tacoma and all grand jury 

proceedings in the district 
until further notice due to the 
coronavirus outbreak.

On Friday, President Don-
ald Trump signed an $8.3 bil-
lion measure to help tackle 
the coronavirus. The legisla-
tion provides federal public 
health agencies with money 
for vaccines, tests and poten-
tial treatments and helps 
state and local governments 
prepare and respond to the 
threat.

Vice President Mike 
Pence visited Washington 
state on Thursday and heaped 
compliments on Gov. Jay 
Inslee for helping federal and 
state offi cials collaborate in a 
“seamless way.”

Earlier in the week, Ins-
lee told Pence that it would 
be best if the Trump admin-
istration “stuck to the science 
and told the truth” on the 
mounting public health crisis 
— and broadcast his prickly 
advice on Twitter.

Meanwhile, authorities 
said Friday that 30 medical 
professionals from the U.S. 
Public Health Service would 
arrive Saturday to help staff 
members at the suburban 
Seattle nursing facility where 
patients have died from the 
coronavirus.

“We are grateful the 
cavalry is arriving,” King 

County Executive Dow Con-
stantine said.

Constantine and other 
health professionals said they 
were frustrated with the way 
Life Care Center of Kirk-
land has communicated with 
patients’ families, who have 
complained about a lack of 
information about loved ones 
from medical staff and the 
government.

“We’ve had challenges 
with Life Care and I’m begin-
ning to lose my patience,” 
Constantine said.

A total of 69 residents 
remain at Life Care Cen-
ter and 15 others have been 
moved to hospitals, he said. 
Offi cials were working to 
run COVID-19 tests on every 
patient who has died at the 
facility, said Patty Hayes, 
director of health for Seattle 
and King County.

Relatives of Life Care 
Center residents held an 
emotional news conference 
Thursday outside the facility.

“We’ve been complain-
ing for days about the lack 
of information we have 
received,” said Kevin Con-
nolly, whose father-in-law 
lives at the nursing home. 
“If adequate controls cannot 
be put in place, we want our 
loved ones moved to a safe 
location immediately.”

Coronavirus causes schools 
to move classes online

15 dead in 
Washington state
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Vice President Mike Pence, right, talks with Washington Gov. 

Jay Inslee during a meeting with offi  cials Thursday at Camp 

Murray in Washington state.

‘I FEEL LIKE WE HAVE TIME TO 

BE CALM AND PLAN DILIGENTLY. 

WE DON’T NEED TO MAKE RASH 

DECISIONS IMMEDIATELY. WE’LL 

JUST CONTINUE TO MONITOR THE 

SITUATION AS IT UNFOLDS WITH 

ALL OF OUR PARTNERS.’

Mayor Bruce Jones

DON’T 

WAIT

Start the new decade with a beautiful home!

Offer ends March 16, 2020.

New Decade - New Windows and Patio Doors!

There’s never been a better time to refresh and upgrade your home. 

Enjoy beautiful new vinyl windows and patio doors from Milgard today!

$75
Rebate* per door on

Tuscany® Series

Trinsic™ Series

$10
Rebate* per window on

Style Line® Series

$20
Rebate* per window on

Trinsic Series

$30
Rebate* per window on

Tuscany Series

Rules:

1. Purchase must be made through participating Milgard Dealers only.

2. Qualified purchases must include Style Line® Series, TrinsicTM Series or Tuscany® Series windows and/or Trinsic Series or Tuscany Series doors.

3.To qualify, you must register your warranty at www.milgard.com/warranty-reg by April 27, 2020. Please provide your Sales Order Number and use Promo 

Code 2020. If qualified, you will receive your Amazon.com Gift Card code via email in approximately 10-12 weeks.

4. Offer limited to homeowners only. Rights cannot be transferred. Not valid for dealers, contractors or builders. Cannot be combined with other offers.

5. This offer is valid only when delivery of product is accepted. 

* Restrictions apply, see amazon.com/gc-legal.

35372 US-101 Business #11, 
Astoria 

(503) 325-4672 milgard.com

25 YEARS
locally owned 

& operated

Punch, cookies, and 
furry friends provided.

Follow us on

IT’S 

ST. CATRICK’S DAY
AT THE 

CLATSOP COUNTY 
ANIMAL SHELTER!

Join us for some 

Meowtastic fun!

Sat., March 14th

Noon to 4pm

Come meet our our amazing cats

nala

Thomas

Adopt your new 
forever friend!

Wyn-

Thomas, nala,
Wynbourne

and more!

503-861-7387    503-861-0737
www.dogsncats.org

Open 12-4 pm, Tues-Sat
1315 SE 19th St., Warrenton


