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SEATTLE — Six people 
have now died from corona-
virus in Washington state, 
health offi cials said Mon-
day as local leaders said 
they would purchase a hotel 
to use as a hospital and pro-
vide housing for vulnerable 
homeless people amid out-
break fears.

Dr. Jeff Duchin from 
Public Health – Seattle & 
King County announced 
four new deaths. Five peo-
ple were from King County 
and one from Snohomish 
County. All died at a hospi-
tal in Kirkland, Washington.

Researchers said ear-
lier the COVID-19 virus 
may have been circulat-
ing for weeks undetected in 
the state, and experts said 
more cases would likely 
be reported in Washington, 
Oregon and California as 
testing ramps up.

Health offi cials on Mon-
day  identifi ed a third coro-
navirus case from Oregon, 
an adult from the northeast-
ern part of the state.

In a news release Mon-
day the Oregon health 
Authority said the person is 
now hospitalized in Walla 
Walla, Washington. Author-
ities say the person attended 
a youth basketball game at a 
gymnasium at Weston Mid-
dle School on Saturday.

The Hermiston Herald 
reported that the person was 
an employee of Wildhorse 
Resort and Casino outside 
of Pendleton, according to 
tribal offi cials at the Confed-
erated Tribes of the Umatilla 
Indian Reservation.  

School District offi cials 
have closed the gym and 
will conduct a deep clean-
ing out of an abundance of 
caution. They say the gym is 
detached from the school.

King County Executive 
Dow Constantine declared 
an emergency and said the 
county was buying a hotel 
to be used as a hospital 
where patients who need to 
be isolated can be placed to 
recover. Constantine said 
that should be available by 
the end of the week.

“We have moved to a 
new stage in the fi ght,” he 
said.

Constantine said the 
county was also deploy-

ing modular housing, some 
of which had been recently 
used to house Texas oil 
workers, to house homeless 
people who would need to 
be isolated. Up to 100 peo-
ple could be housed this way 
soon, he said.

“We continue to plan for 
all contingencies,” he said.

The F5 technology com-
pany said it was closing its 
44-story tower in downtown 
Seattle after learning an 
employee had been in con-
tact with someone who had 
tested positive for the virus. 
The employee tested neg-
ative but company spokes-
man Rob Gruening told The 
Seattle Times the tower was 
being closed out of an abun-
dance of caution. More than 
10 schools in the Seattle area 
were closed for deep clean-
ing over virus concerns.

Public Health – Seattle & 
King County said it wasn’t 
yet recommending school 
closures or cancellation of 
activities, but said via Twit-
ter “this is a rapidly evolv-
ing situation.”

Washington state now 
has at least 18 cases. Duchin 
said authorities weren’t yet 
recommending widespread 
cancellations of activities or 
school closures. However he 
said people, especially those 
with underlying health con-
ditions, “should should con-
sider avoiding crowded set-
tings to the extent possible.”

Of the Washington sev-
eral were tied to a long-term 
care facility in the same 
suburb, Life Care Center 
of Kirkland, where dozens 
of residents were sick. Of 
the new cases announced 
in King County Monday 
three were connected to 
the facility, including two 
who died, a male in his 70s 
and a female in her 70s. 
Both had underlying health 
conditions.

The fi rst U.S. case was a 
Washington state man who 

had visited China, where the 
virus fi rst emerged, but sev-
eral recent cases in the U.S. 
have had no known connec-
tion to travelers.

Researchers at the 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer 
Research Center and the 
University of Washington 
on Sunday said they had 
evidence the virus may have 
been circulating in the state 
for up to six weeks unde-
tected — a fi nding that, if 
true, could mean hundreds 
of undiagnosed cases in 
the area. They posted their 
research online, but it was 
not published in a scientifi c 
journal or reviewed by other 
scientists.

Trevor Bedford, an 
associate professor who 
announced the prelimi-
nary fi ndings on the virus 
in Washington state, said on 
Twitter late Saturday that 
genetic similarities between 
the state’s fi rst case on Jan. 
20 and a case announced 
Friday indicated the newer 
case may have descended 
from the earlier one.

Secretary of Health John 
Wiesman on Monday told 
Washington lawmakers that 
he anticipates the number 
of cases will increase in the 
days ahead.

“This is a very dynamic 
situation, moving very 
quickly,” he told members 
of the Senate Ways & Means 
Committee.

Wiesman said that $3.5 
million has already been 
spent, with $2.3 million 
of that being spent by the 
state and the remainder by 
local health jurisdictions. 
He asked lawmakers for an 
additional $100 million for 
the current budget cycle that 
ends July 2021, so that the 
state’s public health sys-
tem can adequately respond 
to the increasing number of 
cases of coronavirus in the 
state.

“We want to mount a 
response that is the right 
response for Washington 
and one where I’m not wor-
ried about ‘do I have the 
money to actually mount the 
response we need,’” he told 
the panel.

Lawmakers are nearing 
the end of a 60-day legisla-
tive session, and the House 
and Senate are currently 
negotiating a supplemental 
budget plan that they will 
have to pass before the Leg-
islature adjourns March 12.

The Hermiston Herald’s 
Jade McDowell contributed 
to this report. 
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A person wearing a mask walks past a sign banning visitors at the Life Care Center in Kirkland, 

Washington, near Seattle on Monday.
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FRESH PRODUCE

SPECIALS FOR

MAR 4TH - MAR 10TH

YOU CAN  VIEW OUR FULL AD SEVERAL WAYS
ONLINE  AT  www.MainStSelect.com

  facebook.com/MainStSelectMarket

IN STORE find our printed ad

Market
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

191 S. Main Ave., Warrenton

www.MainStSelect.com
503-861-2271

WHERE THE MEAT LOVER’S SHOP

FRESH MEAT SPECIALS OF THE WEEK

PLAY CU$TOMER CA$H®

PURCHASE $100
SCRATCH AN ADDITIONAL CARD!

THANK YOU
FOR SHOPPING WITH US!

WIN up to $1,000 in prizes instantly!

EVERY CARD IS

A WINNER

3 DAY MEAT SALE

20% OFF ALL MEAT!!
March 5th, 6th, 7th ONLY

BOTTOM 
ROUND 
ROAST

$3 69lb
Boneless

Premium Beef

SAVINGS COUPON!

Coupon cannot be exchanged for cash. Void if copied.

Good only at Select Markets. One coupon per family.#16743

Valid 3-4-20 to 3-10-20

Limit 2 all others at 2 for $8

2
FOR

$7
Tillamook 
Ice Cream

Selected Varieties 1.75Qt.

 Sweet & Juicy
WHOLE 

CANTALOUPE

2
FOR

$4

SAVINGS COUPON!

Coupon cannot be exchanged for cash. Void if copied.

Good only at Select Markets. One coupon per family.#16742

Valid 3-4-20 to 3-10-20

Limit 6 all others at 2 for $5

3
FOR

$5
Campbell’s 

Chunky 
Soup

Selected Varieties 18.6-19oz.

MARCH 5, 6TH, 7TH


