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Russia wants to see US ‘tear ourselves apart’

Security threats
aimed at election

us tear ourselves apart, while
it seems that China would
rather manage our gradual

A7

ernment be more forth-
coming of information that
is more indicative of the

economic decline over the current election threats,”
By ERIC TUCKER course of generations,” Por-  Cordero said.
Associated Press ter said. Other speakers at the

WASHINGTON — Rus-
sia wants to watch Ameri-
cans “tear ourselves apart”
as the United States heads
toward elections, an FBI

Intelligence officials have
not commented publicly on
the Feb. 13 briefing given to
members of the House Intel-
ligence Committee. One
intelligence official  said

symposium, whose spon-
sors included the Center for
Democracy and Technol-
ogy and Penn State Dickin-
son Law, focused on more
domestic threats to election

official warned Monday. lawmakers were not told that ~ security.

David Porter, an assis- Russia was working directly Lawrence Norden, the
tant section chief with the to aid Trump. But other peo-  director of the Election
FBI’s Foreign Influence ple familiar with the meet- Reform Program at the

Task Force, accused Russia
of conducting brazen oper-
ations aimed at spreading
disinformation, exploiting
lines of division in society
and sowing doubt about the
integrity of U.S. elections
and the ability of its leaders
to govern effectively.

Porter spoke at an elec-
tion security conference
on Capitol Hill just days

his candidacy, too.

to cloud the truth and erode

Alexei Druzhinin/AP Photo
Russian President Vladimir Putin chairs a Security Council meeting at the Novo-Ogaryovo
residence outside Moscow Moscow, Russia, on Friday.

— from adversaries includ-

ing said they were told the
Kremlin was looking to help
Trump’s candidacy. The
people spoke on condition
of anonymity to discussed
the classified briefing.
Carrie Cordero, a former
Justice Department national
security lawyer, lamented
the lack of public informa-
tion about the briefing and
the underlying intelligence,

Brennan Center for Justice,
said he was concerned that
there were no federal regu-
lations governing the ven-
dors who supply local elec-
tion infrastructure.

“I do think this is a real
weakness going into 2020,
and the solution as always
in elections is to hope for
the best and prepare for the
worst,” Norden said.

after conflicting accounts Porter did not address our ability to find it, creat- ing China, North Korea and particularly since a recent Meanwhile, Senate
emerged of a closed-door the briefing or whether Rus-  ing a sentiment that no nar- Iran. Senate Intelligence Commit- Democratic Leader Chuck
briefing intelligence offi- sia had a preference for rative or news source can be U.S. officials see China tee report faulted the Obama Schumer of New York,

cials had given to House
lawmakers on threats from
Russia and other nations
in the 2020 election. That
briefing focused attention
on the possibility that Russia
could work to aid President
Donald Trump’s reelection.
Democratic rival Sen. Ber-
nie Sanders has said intelli-
gence officials told him that
Russia was looking to boost

particular candidates. But
he said Russia was gener-
ally engaged in “informa-
tion confrontation” aimed
at blurring fact from fic-
tion, eroding American con-
fidence in democratic insti-
tutions and driving wedges
into society’s fracture lines.

“The primary objective is
not to create a particular ver-
sion of the truth but rather

trusted at all,” Porter said.
The FBI formed the For-
eign Influence Task Force
after widespread interfer-
ence by Russia in the 2016
presidential campaign.
The task force was initially
intended to focus primarily
on Russia, but it also works
to counter influence opera-
tions — including hacking
and more covert methods

as an aggressive threat, par-
ticularly when it comes to
espionage and theft of intel-
lectual property, but Porter
said Beijing’s goal was less
about sowing general chaos
in the U.S. and more about
promoting and developing
its own economic standing
in the world.

“To put it simply, in this
space, Russia wants to watch

administration for not being
sufficiently transparent
about Russian election inter-
ference ahead of the 2016
presidential contest.

She said it remains
unclear from the news
reporting exactly what mes-
sage was communicated to
the committee.

“What I have really been
encouraging is that the gov-

along with Democratic Sens.
Sherrod Brown of Ohio and
Robert Menendez of New
Jersey, sent a letter Monday
to Treasury Secretary Ste-
ven Mnuchin and Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo urg-
ing sanctions for “all those
determined to be responsible
for ongoing elections inter-
ference,” including Russia
President Vladimir Putin.

Welinstein

Mogul faces up to
29 years in prison

convicted of rape, sexual assault

held accountable for crimes
he committed,” Vance said.
Weinstein’s lawyers said

taken from the courthouse in
an ambulance, strapped to a
stretcher in his suit, in what

global movement to encour-
age women to come for-
ward and hold powerful men

they will appeal. was believed to be justa pre-  accountable for their sexual

By MICHAEL R. SISAK “Harvey is unbeliev- cautionary measure. misconduct.
and TOM HAYS ably strong. He took it like The judge said he will The trial was the first
Associated Press a man,” defense attorney ask that Weinstein, who had  criminal case to arise from
Donna Rotunno said. “He been free on bail since his the barrage of allegations
NEW YORK — For- knows that we will con- arrest nearly two years ago, against Weinstein from more

mer Hollywood producer
Harvey Weinstein was con-
victed of rape and sexual
assault against two women
and led off to prison in hand-
cuffs Monday in what his
foes hailed as a landmark
moment for the legal system
and a long-overdue reckon-
ing for the man vilified as
the biggest monster of the
#MeToo era.

The 67-year-old Wein-
stein had a look of resigna-
tion on his face as he heard
the verdict: guilty on two
charges, not guilty on a set
of more serious ones.

While it was not the
across-the-board  victory
prosecutors and his accusers
had hoped for, it could put
the stooped and feeble-look-
ing Weinstein behind bars
for the rest of his life. The
charges carry up to 29 years
in prison.

District Attorney Cyrus
Vance Jr. saluted the women
who came forward against
the once-feared studio boss,
saying they “changed the
course of history in the fight
against sexual violence” and
“pulled our justice system
into the 21st century.”

“This is the new land-
scape for survivors of sexual
assault in America, I believe,
and it is a new day. It is a
new day because Harvey
Weinstein has finally been

tinue to fight for him, and
we know that this is not
over.” Another of his law-
yers, Arthur Aidala, quoted
Weinstein as telling as his
legal team: “I’'m innocent.
I’'m innocent. I’'m innocent.
How could this happen in
America?”

The jury of seven men
and five women took five
days to find Weinstein guilty
of raping an aspiring actress
in a New York City hotel
room in 2013 and sexu-
ally assaulting production
assistant Mimi Haleyi at his
apartment in 2006 by forci-
bly performing oral sex on
her.

He was acquitted on the
most serious charges, two
counts of predatory sexual
assault, each carrying up to
life in prison. Both of those
counts hinged on the testi-
mony of “Sopranos” actress
Annabella Sciorra, who said
Weinstein barged into her
apartment, raped her and
forcibly performed oral sex
on her in the mid-1990s.

Judge James  Burke
ordered Weinstein taken to
jail immediately. Court offi-
cers handcuffed Weinstein
and put their arms under his,
leading him unsteadily out
of the courtroom via a side
door without the use of the
walker he relied on for much
of the trial. He was later

be held in the infirmary after
his lawyers said he needs
medical attention following
unsuccessful back surgery.

Sentencing was set for
March 11. The sexual assault
charge carries up to 25 years
in prison, while the third-de-
gree rape count is punish-
able by up to four years.
(The jury acquitted Wein-
stein of first-degree rape,
which requires the use of
force or the threat of it, and
found him guilty of third-de-
gree rape, which involves a
lack of consent.)

The verdict followed
weeks of often harrowing
and excruciatingly graphic
testimony from a string of
accusers who told of rapes,
forced oral sex, groping,
masturbation, lewd prop-
ositions and excuses from
Weinstein about how the
Hollywood casting couch
works. In addition to the
three women he was charged
with attacking, three more
who said they were attacked
by Weinstein testified in
an effort by prosecutors to
show a pattern of brutish
behavior.

Whispers about Wein-
stein circulated in Holly-
wood for years before they
finally turned into a torrent
of accusations in 2017 that
destroyed his career and
gave rise to #MeToo, the

than 90 women, including
actresses Gwyneth Paltrow,
Salma Hayek, Ashley Judd,
Uma Thurman and Mira
Sorvino. Most of those cases
were too old to prosecute.

While prosecutors and
other Weinstein foes were
disappointed by his acquittal
on the most serious charges,
they exulted over the guilty
verdicts.

“The era of impunity for
powerful men who rape peo-
ple is over,” Sorvino said,

Seth Wenig/AP Photo

Harvey Weinstein arrives at a Manhattan courthouse for jury
deliberations in his rape trial Monday.

breaking down in tears on
a conference call of Wein-
stein’s  former accusers.
“He will rot in jail as he
deserves.”

Judd, who accused Wein-
stein of damaging her career
by spreading lies about
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her after she rejected his
advances, tweeted: “For the
women who testified in this
case, and walked through
traumatic hell, you did a
public service to girls and
women everywhere, thank
you.”
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