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Burgess and fellow musicians will take to 
the stage on Sunday for an afternoon of Puc-
cini and prosecco. The musicians will per-
form an “Italian Opera Afternoon” at Bridge-
water Bistro, 20 Basin St. in Astoria.

“This upcoming program features all of 
our favorite Puccini music,” Burgess said. “It 
is like amassing huge waves of passion and 
emotion into an hour.”

In addition to the Portland-based opera 
singer and music teacher, the afternoon will 
showcase the talents of tenor David Gus-
tafson and pianist John Jantzi.

“We are thrilled to be welcoming 
these world-class professionals to Asto-
ria at the Bridgewater Bistro,” said orga-
nizer Diane Marshall. “The gorgeous arias 
in ‘La Boheme’ and ‘Madama Butterfl y’ are 
among the most beautiful pieces ever writ-
ten – Puccini knew how to fi ll the soul with 
his music.”

Gustafson, who made his San Francisco 
Opera Debut in 2010, is internationally recog-
nized for his robust, expressive tenor voice.

Jantzi, who has a doctorate in music the-
ory and orchestral conducting, teaches at 
the University of Oregon. He spent 10 years 
in Europe as a church and musical theater 
director.

Burgess’ work has been recognized 
throughout Oregon and overseas in Europe, 

primarily in Austria and Italy.
“Performing brings me joy unlike any-

thing else in my life. It is a chance to com-
pletely express myself through the shoes of 
wonderful and emotionally complex charac-
ters,” she said. “Puccini wrote the music to 
fi t so well for the voice that it truly makes it 
a joy to sing.”

While the opera takes place in 2020, it 
concludes the Long Beach Peninsula’s 2019 
Water Music Festival season, Marshall said. 
During 2019, the peninsula group celebrated 
35 years of musical events through a handful 
of concerts. Shows featured musicians from 
around the world.

Marshall worked with Bistro owners Ann 
and Tony Kischner to stage the opera. The 
couple previously hosted a similar small-
scale operatic concert with Viennese desserts 
for another group.

“Because of the unsurpassed beauty of 
these Italian arias being performed, I could 
not think of a more perfect theme for the 
operatic afternoon,” Marshall said. “Desserts 
do not get much better than tiramisu, biscotti 
and cannoli, served along with prosecco.”

Non-alcoholic alternatives will be 
available.

A portion of the Water Music Festival’s 
proceeds will benefi t the music programs 
in the Ocean Beach and Naselle school dis-
tricts. The festival’s next event will be its 
annual garden tour in July.
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John Jantzi will play piano Sunday at the Bridgewater Bistro.
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See. Go. Do.

1296 Duane Street 
Astoria, OR 97103 

503.468.0308

•Art Cards     
•Jewelry      

•Stationary
•Ceramics


