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“From just Clatsop 
County, just our area at North 
Plains, there was 210 trucks, 
and there’s that many coming 
from every direction. So, by 
the time today is over we’ll 
have well over a thousand 
trucks here.”

They came from Coos 
Bay and Wheeler, Alsea and 
Albany, Ontario and Port 
Orford. They included men, 
women and children — sin-
gular demonstrators and fam-
ilies united around a common 
goal of making themselves 
and their rural plight heard.

Some took time off from 
day jobs to travel to Salem 
to protest. Others were paid 
by employers to hit the road 
instead of tackling tasks back 
home.

Rachel Abbott, who works 
in the hospitality industry and 
was raised on a farm near 
Sheridan, said she doesn’t 
like to see the urban-rural 
division. “This should not be 
a rural-versus-urban issue,” 
she said. “It would put my 
family farm out of business, 
but it hurts all Oregonians.”

Jake Tacy, a logger from 
Lebanon, sees an effort by 
the state to take more of his 
money.

“Every time it seems like 
they meet here, they just want 
more of my money,” he said. 
“I have to work pretty hard 
for a living. I’m tired of just 
giving it up. I don’t think 
that, when it comes to cap 
and trade, that that’s going to 
do anything that betters the 
environment. I mean … lots 
of people don’t understand 
the logging industry, don’t 
understand how we already 
take care of the land.

“If I had to pay a little 
bit more taxes to actually go 
toward something like mak-
ing my pickup or equipment 

get better mileage, that would 
be different. But just to tax 
you, and then it’s not going to 
make less pollution because 
we have to do what we’re 
doing,” he said.

The big turnout at the rally 
surprised even its organiz-
ers. Lines of trucks paraded 
around the Capitol from 
6 a.m. to 1 p.m.

#TimberUnity spokes-
woman Angelita Sanchez said 
people from Sweet Home, 
her hometown, brought five 
semitrucks to last year’s pro-
test but brought more than 40 
on Thursday morning.

Some convoys formed 
across the state as early as 
1 a.m., said Jenny Dressler, 
of the Oregon Farm Bureau.

#TimberUnity emerged 
during last year’s legislative 
session in protest of House 
Bill 2020, the previous cap-
and-trade bill. The bill passed 
the House but failed in the 
Senate, where Democrats 
lacked the votes and  Repub-
licans walked out to deny the 
chamber a quorum.

This year’s bill has a simi-
lar concept — capping emis-
sions and requiring indus-
trial polluters to acquire 
allowances, which they can 
buy and sell, as an incen-

tive to move toward cleaner 
energy. By 2050, the Car-
bon Policy Office estimates 
the cap-and-trade plan would 
eliminate 43.4 million met-
ric tons of carbon annually 
from the atmosphere. Crit-
ics, however, point out that 
amount represents just 0.12% 
of global greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Estimates provided by the 
nonpartisan Legislative Rev-
enue Office predict cap and 
trade would raise fuel prices 
by 22 cents per gallon in the 
first year of the program, 
according to state Sen. Bill 
Hansell, R-Athena.

Inside the Capitol, protest-
ers did not go unnoticed.

Swarms of protesters vis-
ited legislators’ offices. Truck 
horns echoed even inside 
hearing rooms.

At 9 a.m., Gov. Brown 
met with 10 #TimberUnity 
leaders as part of her contin-
ued effort to speak with rural 
stakeholders.

The meeting was closed to 
the press, but Julie Parrish, a 
former Republican legislator 
who is now a #TimberUnity 
board member, said the dis-
cussion with Brown and her 
policy advisers was “genial.”

The governor, she said, 

listened to protesters’ con-
cerns but made no commit-
ments on bill alterations.

In front of the Capitol, Jeff 
Leavy, one of #TimberUni-
ty’s founders, told the crowd 
that the movement has grown 
into something larger than 
just about fighting one bill. 
He said it’s now about chal-
lenging overregulation, get-
ting citizens engaged with 
government and trying to 
have a voice in the legislative 
process.

Senate Minority Leader 
Herman Baertschiger Jr., 
R-Grants Pass, urged the 
crowd to continue its mission.

“Now you must build an 
army to defeat those in this 
building who want to take 
away your way of life. It’s 
a fight for freedom. It’s so 
much bigger than one bill,” 
he said, adding that “it’s 
now about all kinds of free-
dom: religious freedom, gun 
rights, the freedom not to be 
overtaxed.”

But not everyone was 
happy with the rally.

Kirsten Sarle, a graduate 
student from Portland State 
University, had set up an air 
quality monitor. The data 
Sarle collected revealed mas-
sive spikes in black carbon, 
or soot, pollution Thursday 
morning.

It was so bad that the Lit-
tle Friends Montessori school 
— across the street from the 
Capitol — wouldn’t let their 
young charges go outside.

Nicole bales of The Asto-
rian and Sam Stites, Claire 
Withycombe and Jake 
Thomas of the Oregon Capi-
tal bureau contributed to this 
report.

#TimberUnity: Turnout surprised organizers
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Distilling with his wife, 
Christina, in 2014. Buoy 
Beer Co. bought a major-
ity stake in Pilot House last 
year in a bid to help the 
startup distillery and find a 
new area for growth amid a 
tightening beer scene.

Recently married, Sel-
berg plans to move with 
his equipment to Colorado 
to be with his wife. He 
estimates he’ll pay one-fif-
teenth of the taxes there 
because liquor is taxed by 
volume instead of retail 
price.

“In the end, this type 
of business has little value 
in the state of Oregon, but 
potentially has immense 
value in a state like Colo-
rado,” Selberg said. “I was 
confronted with a choice to 
sell my business for dimin-
ished value here, or retain 
everything and try again in 
a state more suited to small 
craft distilleries. I’m in a 
privileged situation where 
I can make that happen.”

The Cannon Beach tast-
ing room will stay open 
through March. The dis-
tillery produced a large 
inventory as part of one of 

his potential deals, Selberg 
said. Anything he doesn’t 
sell at the tasting room will 
go into state distribution.

“As I said in my let-
ter, I am immensely proud 
of what we have accom-
plished here. Cannon 
Beach Distillery will stand 
historically as one of the 
premier and most deco-
rated Oregon distilleries,” 
Selberg said. “Hopefully 
our closing will be a strong 
message to the (Liquor 
Control Commission) and 
the state Legislature that 
their policies desperately 
need to change.”

Distillery: ‘I am 
immensely proud 
of what we have 
accomplished’
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“We have over 1,000 
pages of data and feed-
back, on top of all the cit-
izens that have come to 
the councilors and myself 
with all sorts of great 
ideas, the amount of time 
and people who have been 
involved in the process 
is a really good thing,” 
Brown said.

“Through our survey 
system, registered vot-
ers in Gearhart, 82.5% 
supported a station and 
79.4% supported a bond. 
The majority of voters 
support the highest loca-
tion, High Point station, 
because it would survive 
about 95% of major tsu-
nami threats.”

High Point includes 
three separate parcels, 
two owned by Gearhart’s 
Murphy family, and one 
owned by the Palisades 
Pipeline Co., represented 
by the Palisades Home-

owners Association.
A right of way owned 

by the Palisades home-
owners would also need 
to be negotiated and pur-
chased by the city, in 
order to provide space for 
the new station. The right 
of way is undeveloped 
and reserved for poten-
tial access to the two par-
cels owned by the Murphy 
family.

If the estimates receive 
City Council approval, 
and agreements are in 
place with property own-
ers, councilors could 
schedule a special session 
to approve the bond vote, 
Sweet said. If the council 
meets the deadline of Feb. 
28, that vote could take 
place in May.

“If it doesn’t get on 
in May, it doesn’t go till 
November,” Sweet said. 
“It’s all coming together 
nicely, but it’s the coun-
cil’s decision when it will 
go to the ballot.”

Fire bond: ‘It’s all 
coming together nicely’
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A protester signs his name and a message on a tarp hanging from a truck.
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Mike Selberg, who started 

Cannon Beach Distillery in 

2012, hand labels and signs 

every bottle he sells. He will 

close the business at the 

end of March.

‘THIS SHOuLd NOT bE A 

RuRAL-VERSuS-uRbAN ISSuE. 

IT WOuLd PuT My FAMILy FARM 

OuT OF buSINESS, buT IT 

HuRTS ALL OREGONIANS.’

Rachel Abbott  |  worker in hospitality industry 

who was raised on a farm near Sheridan

Cutest Baby

BABIES BORN BETWEEN 1/1/19 & 12/31/19

DEADLINE TO ENTER: FEBRUARY 22ND BY 5PM

Submit a Photo
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by email: classifieds@dailyastorian.com

in person: Drop by our Astoria office and 

                we’ll scan the photo for you
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Providence’s North Coast cardiology team  
invites you to celebrate your healthy heart.
We’re proud to welcome Gary Greenberg, M.D. to Providence’s cardiology team. From left to right:  
Gary Greenberg, M.D.; Zach Caverley, PA-C; Robert Morse, D.O.; and Masud Ahmad, M.D.

Join us as we celebrate National Heart Month with these fun 
and free heart-healthy offerings.

♥  Women’s Healthy Heart Tea
Join Providence Seaside registered dietitian, Beth Schwenk, RD, LD  
to learn heart-smart eating habits. Light luncheon provided.
12:15 p.m., Friday, Feb. 14
Providence Seaside Hospital, Education Room A, 725 S. Wahanna Road

♥  Know Your Numbers 
Knowing your numbers is important for heart health. This heart  
health screening will help you identify your blood pressure, pulse, 
height, weight and body mass index (BMI).
1-4 p.m., Friday, Feb. 28

Providence Seaside Clinic, Suite 101, 725 S. Wahanna Road

♥  Heart Talk and Walk
Providence cardiologist, Robert Morse, D.O., and Zach Caverley, 
PA-C invite you to join them for a presentation on heart health 
followed by a walk on the prom.
10 a.m., Saturday, Feb. 29

Best Western Plus Ocean View Resort, 414 N. Prom 
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Providence.org/northcoast


