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Opry almost shut down, VonVintage said. 
The company had a new facilities manager 
try to revamp the playhouse and get rid of 
the melodramas, including “Shanghaied.”

“It almost went into the ground,” Von-
Vintage said, adding that the facilities man-
ager left the company soon after. That’s 
when VonVintage decided to reach out to 
Ashley Mundel, a longtime board member 
and former production manager.

With Mundel’s help, the company got 
back on track, VonVintage said.

“We literally could have closed the 
doors, we were so broke, but she came back 
and we had our best year ever for ‘Shang-
haied,’” VonVintage said.

Mundel is the production manager for 
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream.”

“Theater is an art that’s been dying for 
a thousand years but we’re able to keep it 
going strong here, so it’s nice to be part of 
that type of community theater,” Mundel 
said.

Mundel said the kids in the show range 
from age 7 to 15. Several of them have been 
in other youth shows at the playhouse .

“There’s a lot of talented kids in it,” 
Mundel said. “They’re excited about 
Shakespeare.”

Other production team members include 
assistant director Julian Thomas, choreog-
rapher Lexi Blacksten and music director 
ChrisLynn Taylor.
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Cast pose in Astor Street Opry Co.’s production of ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream: The Musical.’

‘THEATER IS AN ART 
THAT’S BEEN DYING FOR 

A THOUSAND YEARS 
BUT WE’RE ABLE TO 

KEEP IT GOING STRONG 
HERE, SO IT’S NICE TO BE 

PART OF THAT TYPE OF 
COMMUNITY THEATER.’

Ashley Mundel, longtime Astor Street Opry 

board member and former production manager

616 Broadway, Seaside
503.738.3500

www.beachbooks37.com

Beach Books is a carefully curated 
independent bookstore in Seaside’s 
historic Gilbert District. We carry 
books for kids and adults, cards, 
journals, puzzles and lots more. 

Check out our author events. And 
remember us when you’re looking 

to special order a book.
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