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City s taff recommended 
approval of the company’s 
application with several con-
ditions. The  permit would 
last a year. The company 
would provide three shut-
tle buses to take most work-
ers to and from Pacifi c Sea-
food’s processing plant in 
Warrenton and for shopping. 
No more than 13 employee 
vehicles would be allowed to 
park at the dorms . The com-
pany would also have to add 
24 bike spaces.

Pacifi c Seafood was 
recently approved by the 
Warrenton City Commission 
to turn part of a machine shop 
in Hammond into a 70-bed 
bunkhouse, which could 
increase to 90 beds after a 
one-year trial. The approval 
followed a good-neighbor 
agreement approved by the 
company and city to govern 
the behavior of residents and 
the eviction process.

Mike Robinson, the com-
pany’s attorney, and Mike 
Miliucci, another attorney 
and manager of special proj-
ects, argued the dorms are 
necessary to allow the new 

Warrenton plant to operate  
at full capacity in the busy 
summer months and not take 
away from the region’s hous-
ing stock.

Miliucci said he was 
tasked 1 1/2 years ago with 
fi nding housing along the 
Oregon and Washington 
state c oasts for Pacifi c Sea-
food’s workers but ran into a 
housing market just as tight 
as  Portland, with apartments 
running on average $1,250 a 
month, he said.

Workers in the compa-
ny’s rented housing, who 
pay about $10 a day, have to 
abide by house rules for good 
behavior or risk losing a 
place to stay while they work, 
Miliucci said. He argued the 
company has a proven track 
record of providing worker 
housing, including about 60 
workers in rented cottages 
in Westport, Washington, 60 
workers housed in Warren-
ton and about 200 in rented 
motels and hotels elsewhere 
along the coast  during the 
summer.

“They work very hard, 
and at the end of the day, they 
just want to go home at the 
living quarters and eat and 

sleep,” he said.
Neighbors  worried about 

the impact of so many peo-
ple. David Gasser, who lives 
on the eastern edge of the 
Astoria Pointe p roperty and 
was one of about 10 neigh-
bors testifying against the 
project, said he experienced 
damaged fences, dented 
walls and noise issues with 
just 20 to 40 people in the 
treatment center.

“The idea of 125 people 
coming and going at 4 in the 
morning,” he said. “I simply 
don’t know how I would stay 
there, because it would be too 
noisy, too smoky and intoler-
able. I want cheap housing, 
but I’m 20 feet from the east 
door.”

Neighbors argued the 
facility and neighborhood is 
not fi t for so many people and 
will lead to decreased prop-
erty values and increased 
danger for  pedestrians. They 
called for a lower number of 
workers to be housed at the 
treatment center, which Mili-
ucci said once housed nearly 
80 people.

“I think this is an acci-
dent waiting to happen,” 
said Scott Fenton, who lives 

nearby. “The living condi-
tions for the workers? Let’s 
be honest. This is a barracks.”

Tammy Sanderson, a real 
estate consultant with John 
L. Scott Realty represent-
ing building owner Eleanor 
Dooner, said allowing Pacifi c 
Seafood to lease the building 
will help keep her client’s 
property value up. Dooner, 
who lives in Memphis, Ten-
nessee, and her late husband, 
Bill, a recovering alcoholic, 
opened drug and alcohol 
treatment centers around the 
country. But lowering insur-
ance reimbursements made 
the treatment center fi nan-
cially infeasible, she said.

Pacifi c Seafood asked 
that the hearing be contin-
ued to next Tuesday  so it 
could address concerns that 
were raised and craft a draft 
good-neighbor agreement 
for Astoria. Miliucci said the 
company is willing to listen 
to neighbors’ concerns and 
make changes, including a 
lower number of workers  
than the 125 proposed.

“I’m willing to talk to 
the neighbors about 80” res-
idents, Miliucci said. “It 
doesn’t have to be 120.”

Dorms: Neighbors argue facility not fi t for so many
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Everybody coming into 
the gallery keeps asking 
when the tiki bar is going 
to open, Miles Nielsen said. 
The family didn’t want 
to simply ask people for 
money without giving them 
anything in return, he said.

The family organized a 
20th anniversary party for 
Munktiki on April 4, and 
100 tickets  sold out in min-
utes. The party will also 
mark the launch of custom-
ized, limited-edition mugs to 
raise money for Dead Man’s 
Isle.

What doesn’t sell at the 
party will be available at 
Munktiki afterward. The 
family will then release 
more customized, limit-
ed-edition mugs on their 
website, charging a bit more 
than usual as they save up to 
open the tiki bar without tak-
ing out a massive loan, Van 
Dyke said. One mug will be 
the skull of Sloth, a char-
acter  from “The Goonies,” 
which will also be memori-
alized at the bar with a rum 
drink called Never Say Die.

The ceiling of Dead 
Man’s Isle next to the gal-
lery is already fi lling with 
nets, fl oats, glowing fi sh lan-
terns and other nautical and 

tropical tchotchkes.
“The whole space is sup-

posed to be like this captain 
got … stuck on an island and 
has been reclaiming stuff 
from other wrecked boats 
and whatnot,” Miles Niel-
sen said.

A mezzanine up above 
will take on the feel of a 
tiki shack built by the cap-
tain, while the downstairs 
will have a more scavenged, 
nautical, “Swiss Family 
Robinson” vibe. The full-

size skeletal remains of the 
captain will be permanently 
hunched over the bar hold-
ing a cocktail. A special 
effect reminiscent of a light-
ning storm will go off each 
time a customer orders the 
bar’s signature drink.

A collection of historical 
tiki mugs will be on display. 
One vending machine will 
dispense tiki mugs, while 
another vintage coin-oper-
ated prize machine will pop 
out tiki trinkets in plastic 

eggs.
The family hopes to 

open the bar by the end of 
the year, but doesn’t make 
any promises while running 
their tiki mug and stein com-
panies. Their home tiki bars 
have become a standard of 
tiki bar excellence featured 
by The Oregonian and other 
news outlets.

“We just have a lot going 
on, so we’re not going to 
pressure ourselves,” Van 
Dyke said. 

Tiki bar: Ceiling fi lled with nets, fl oats, lanterns
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The family behind Munktiki, a tiki mug company and art gallery on Duane Street in Astoria, 

has begun construction on Dead Man’s Isle, a tiki bar they plan to open next door by the end 

of the year.

So you have the power 
to spend time 

here

You turn to us at Pacifi c Power to make your day better. That’s why we’ve improved our online options and mobile app, 

and added convenient services like text alerts so you can get the information you want, when you want it. See how you 

inspire us to go even further at PoweringGreatness.com.

we’ll keep making 
it easier

here
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PROFESSIONAL
Q:

A:

Who are you and 
where did 
Dr. Sears go?

 In July, Dr. Sears decided to retire. 
He misses his patients but is 

spending lots of time with his daughters. 
I currently own a practice in Beaverton 
and when I heard the office in Astoria 
was for sale I jumped at the chance to 
move closer to my family.  We are very 
busy in our clinic here already but I 
am excited to help as many people as 
possible live pain-free lives.  We accept 
OHP,  Medicare and most major medical 
insurances but a lot of our patients pay 
cash, so we keep our rates low.  Call to 
get scheduled.

Alicia M. Smith, DC
Owner

ASTORIA 
CHIROPRACTIC

503-325-3311

2935 Marine Drive 
Astoria, Oregon

Q: How can I make my 

computer easier 

to use?

Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 11-4 
77 11th Street, Suite H

Astoria, OR • 503-325-2300

LEO FINZI

Fast, 

Friendly & 

Affordable!

 Astoria’s Best.com

Windows 7 support 
has ended. Windows 

10 upgrade $199

A: Click on Start, then Settings, then 

Personalization. Do the following 

actions on that window. 

Click Taskbar and change from “Always 

Hide” to “Hide When Full.”  

Then click Start, then “Choose which 

folders appear on Start” turn on 

File Explorer, Settings, Documents, 

Downloads, Music, Pictures & Videos. 

Then click Themes. Click Desktop Icons 

(at far right) then check Computer, 

Recycle Bin, and Control Panel.

JEFFREY M. LEINASSAR
DMD, FAGD

503/325-0310
1414 MARINE DRIVE,

ASTORIA
www.smileastoria.com

DENTAL EXCELLENCE

LEINASSAR

Q:

A:

What are my options 

for replacing a 

missing tooth?

Many options exist to address 
this situation.  Factors which 

determine the best option are patient 
interest, position of tooth, position 
of gum level, height and width of the 
bone, esthetic concerns and challenges, 
condition of adjacent teeth, and patient 
expectations. Available options to 
consider and discuss are doing nothing, 
fabrication of an economical removable 
“flipper,” construction of a fixed bridge, 
and placement of a dental implant 
supporting an implant crown.  The bridge 
and implant options are the most durable, 
esthetic and pleasing options to consider.

Q: I’m going out of town 
and need to stop my 
newspaper.  What 
are my options?

Jeremy
Feldman

Circulation Manager

949 Exchange St., Astoria, OR

www.dailyastorian.com

800-781-3214

We have different options for 

you if you are heading out of 

town. We can switch you to a Web 

subscription while you are away and 

you can read the paper online, or 

you can have your delivery stopped 

and donate your missed papers to 

local schools. Whichever option fits 

your needs, just call our circulation 

department at 800-781-3214 or go 

online and enter your vacation at

www.dailyastorian.com under 

“Subscriber Services.”

A:

aConsult


