Moss and lichen in the park.
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the site, despite living nearby, and for the
evening was one of the average 700 people
that call Ft. Stevens “home” each night.

Fire Control Hill Trail

Despite my robust knowledge of the
park, it continues to impress. I recently
explored the Fire Control Hill Trail, which
runs southwest from Battery Russell.

After a quick walk around Battery Rus-
sell, follow the trail that was once traveled
by the soldiers that stood guard when Ft.
Stevens received shellfire from a Japanese
submarine in June 1942.

The area of the park is also monikered
“Squirrelsville,” which I thought was
because of the abundance of the squirrels I
saw along the trail. The truth is a bit more
historic — apparently the name refers to
the quick rotation of soldiers who were sta-
tioned nearby.

The nitty gritty

The hike features some modest elevation
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changes but is mostly flat, well-footed and
beautiful, even in damp months. The total
length is approximately two miles. Park-
ing is available and abundant at the Bat-
tery Russell parking lot and the trailhead

is easy to find. Day use parking is only $5,
but I’d strongly suggest that you purchase a
12-month or 24-month pass and take advan-
tage of this wonderful and local natural
resource as much as you can.

First free day

If you aren’t sure about that investment,
the Oregon Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment will offer free access to state parks
on Jan. 1. Users can take advantage of the
access to the park and register for a guided
hike on the Fire Control Hill Trail with park
staff who will offer insight to participants
along the way. The guided hike is free and
begins at 10 a.m. with registration available
on the Oregon State Parks website.

What better way to start your year off
than with a hike in one of our most precious
resources? Check out Fort Stevens State
Park.

Joshua Bessex

Mist and sand blow through the air around the Peter Iredale shipwreck at Fort Stevens State Park.
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