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House impeachment hearing 
gets rancorous as lawyers testify

By LISAMASCARO 
and MARY CLARE JALONICK

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Top House law­
yers sparred with lawmakers and each other 
in an acrimonious hearing Monday over the 
impeachment case against President Donald 
Trump as Democrats prepare formal charges.

Democrats insisted that Trump’s push 
to have Ukraine investigate rival Joe Biden 
while withholding U.S. military aid ran 
counter to U.S. policy and benefited Russia 
as well as himself. But in one testy exchange, 
Republican attorney Stephen Castor dis­
missed the transcript of Trump’s crucial call 
with Ukraine as “eight ambiguous lines” that 
did not amount to the president seeking a per­
sonal political favor.

Democrats argued vigorously that Trump’s 
meaning could not have been clearer in seek­
ing political dirt on Biden, his possible oppo­
nent in the 2020 election.

The chief Democratic investigator, Dan­
iel Goldman, asked for his view, testified, 
“I don’t think there’s any other way to read 
the words on the page.” Goldman is the 
top Democratic counsel on the Intelligence 
Committee.

The Judiciary Committee is reviewing the 
findings of the Intelligence panel’s 300-page 
report ahead of a vote, possibly as soon as this 
week, on two or more articles of impeach­
ment on charges of abuse of power, bribery 
and obstruction against the Republican pres­
ident. A vote in the full House could come 
before Christmas.

From the White House, Trump tweeted 
repeatedly, assailing the “Witch Hunt!” and 
“Do Nothing Democrats.”

The top Republican on the Judiciary panel, 
Rep. Doug Collins of Georgia, demanded to 
hear from Rep. Adam Schiff, the chairman of 
the Intelligence Committee, whose report pro­
vides the foundation for articles of impeach­
ment. Schiff declined to appear, sending the 
panel’s chief counsel to argue the case.

The hearing sets off a pivotal week as 
Democrats march toward a full House vote 
expected by Christmas. In drafting the arti­
cles of impeachment, Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
is facing a legal and political challenge of bal­
ancing the views of her majority while hitting 
the Constitution’s bar of “treason, bribery or 
other high crimes and misdemeanors.”

Judiciary Committee Chairman Jerrold 
Nadler was blunt as he opened the hearing, 
saying, “President Trump put himself before 
country.”

Collins said Democrats are racing to jam 
impeachment through on a “clock and a cal­
endar” ahead of the 2020 presidential election.

“They can’t get over the fact that Donald 
Trump is the president of the United States, 
and they don’t have a candidate that can beat 
him,” Collins said.

Nadler said the case against Trump is clear 
after “multiple officials testified that the pres­
ident’s demand for an investigation into his 
rivals was a part of his personal, political 
agenda, and not related to the foreign policy 
objectives of the United States.

“The integrity of our next election is at 
stake.”

The Republicans tried numerous times

to halt or slow the proceedings, formally 
objecting several times that the commit­
tee’s Democratic counsel was impugning 
Trump as he spelled out potential charges. 
Nadler responded that negative comments 
about Trump might well be expected in list­
ing reasons to impeach him. The Republi­
cans demanded roll call votes several times, 
including on taking breaks and “taking down” 
the negative comments, all defeated on par­
ty-line votes.

The hearing was briefly interrupted by 
a protester shouting “We voted for Don­
ald Trump!” and decrying Democrats as the 
ones committing “treason.” The protester was 
escorted from the House hearing room by 
Capitol Police.

Trump spent the morning tweeting against 
the proceedings. He and and his allies 
acknowledge he likely will be impeached in 
the Democratic-controlled House, but they 
also expect acquittal next year in the Sen­
ate, where Republicans have the majority. 
Trump’s team is turning attention elsewhere, 
including Monday’s release of a long-awaited 
Justice Department report into the 2016 Rus­
sia investigation.

That watchdog report found that the FBI 
was justified in opening its investigation into 
ties between the Trump presidential campaign 
and Russia and that the FBI did not act with 
political bias, despite “serious performance 
failures” up the bureau’s chain of command.

Those findings undercut Trump’s claim 
that he was the target of a “witch hunt,” 
rejecting theories and criticism spread by 
Trump and his supporters. Yet it found errors 
and misjudgments likely to be exploited by 
Republican allies as the president faces prob­
able impeachment.

The White House is refusing to partici­
pate in the impeachment process, and Collins 
asked to postpone Monday’s hearing, criticiz­
ing Democrats for moving too swiftly.

Trump, meanwhile, is heading out for 
campaign rallies shifting attention away from 
the House.

Democrats say Trump abused his power in 
a July 25 phone call when he asked Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy for a favor in 
investigating Democrats. That was bribery, 
they say, since Trump was withholding nearly 
$400 million in military aid that Ukraine 
depended on to counter Russian aggression.

Trump said over the weekend that his per­
sonal attorney Rudy Giuliani wants to take 
the information gathered from Giuliani’s 
investigations and a recent trip to Ukraine to 
the U.S. attorney general and to Congress.

Trump and his aides have made clear that 
they now see his impeachment in the House 
as inevitable and have shifted their focus. A 
vote to convict requires a two-thirds vote of 
the Senate, where Republicans hold 53 of 100 
seats. It is unlikely that Republican senators 
would cross party lines and vote to remove 
Trump from office.

As Democrats draft the articles, Pelo- 
si’s challenge will be to go broad enough 
to appease her liberal flank, which prefers a 
more robust accounting of Trump’s actions 
reaching back to Mueller’s findings. At the 
same time, centrist lawmakers prefer charges 
more tailored to Ukraine. Democratic leaders 
were to meet Monday evening.

Barendse steps down as Knappa coach
Led Loggers to five league 
titles in eight years

By GARY HENLEY
The Astorian

After eight years, Aaron Barendse has 
resigned as the Knappa football coach, he 
announced last week. No immediate replace­
ment has been named.

“I’ve decided to step away from coach­
ing,” Barendse said Friday. “The environ­
ment wasn’t healthy for myself anymore. 
It’s sad because I have a lot more to give. 
But this is what’s best for my family and I.” 

He added, “My wife and kids (Katelyn 
and Cutter) want me to continue on. It’s all 
my kids have ever known since birth. But I 
needed to step away.”

Barendse, 38, spent eight years as the 
head coach and two before that as an assis­
tant under Aaron Thornton.

He said, “I want to first of all thank my 
wife for everything she’s done behind the 
scene. She is an unbelievable human and 
none of this happens without her.

“I want to thank my kids for being dad­
dy’s biggest fans. Win or lose, I got the best 
hug in the world saying they love me,” he 
said. “That really puts it all into perspective.” 

Barendse took over as the Logger head 
coach after Thornton stepped down follow­
ing the 2011 season.

In his eight years, Barendse coached 
Knappa to a 56-26 overall record, with five 
Northwest League championships and five 
league Coach of the Year awards.

His coaching record in league play was 
32-5, including 6-0 last season, with 4-0 
records in 2014, 2016 and 2017.

The Loggers are 7-7 in state playoff 
games since 2012, advancing to the semi­
finals three times. Barendse also coached 
twice in the East-West Shrine Game in 
Baker City.

He graduated from Knappa in 2000, 
played seven years in the Oregon Football 
League and Pacific Football League (both 
semi-pro leagues), and also served as defen­
sive coordinator for the High Desert Light-

Aaron Barendse and family. Barendse 
stepped down after eight years as the Knappa 
football coach.

ning in the PFL.
Barendse assisted for one year at Sum­

mit High School in Bend and moved back to 
Knappa in 2009, where he coached the Red 
Devils’ youth team for one season before 
serving as an assistant to Thornton with the 
high school team.

Thornton was 46-20 in six years, with a 
state title in 2008.

“I want to thank coach Thornton for build­
ing a foundation that was an easy transition 
to be successful,” Barendse said. “Thank 
you for giving me a coaching job and teach­
ing me so much. I want to thank every past 
player I’ve had and all the families and com­
munity members. You’ve made this an unbe­
lievable ride.”

He added, “I want to thank all my staff 
over the years. Every accomplishment we’ve 
had you’ve played a huge roll in. To my cur­
rent staff, what a year. We accomplished so 
much through all the adversity. You men 
are top notch and God’s gave me four great 
brothers and families. Football has taught 
me so much. It’s taught me to be a better dad 
and it’s given me a ton of sons.”
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