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A week after winning a 
legal challenge to her rejec-
tion of three forestry-re-
lated ballot initiatives fi led 
by an environmental group, 
Oregon Secretary of State 
Bev Clarno approved three 
replacement initiatives that 
would prohibit most of the 
same practices.

Clarno’s said she 
rejected initiative petitions 
35, 36 and 37 because they 
violated a provision in the 
Oregon Constitution that 
says individual measures 
can only deal with a single 
subject. 

Environmental groups 
fi led the three measures this 
year to tighten aerial herbi-
cide spraying rules, increase 
forest stream buffers, pro-
hibit logging in steep land-
slide-prone areas and pro-
hibit confl icts of interest 
for state forestry board 
appointees.

The new versions 
deleted passages in the peti-
tions that Clarno found had 
violated the single subject 
clause, getting rid of restric-
tions on confl icts of inter-
est on the Board of Forestry 
and aerial spraying of herbi-
cides near schools.

Clarno’s lack of pro-
cess and explanation for 
the rejection led to the legal 
challenge by Oregon Wild, a 
political dustup with Attor-
ney General Ellen Rosen-
blum, and accusations that 
Clarno and her deputy, Rich 
Vial, had rejected the initia-
tives on political grounds.

Meanwhile, Oregon 
Wild fi led a new set of peti-
tions — 45, 46, and 47, 
dubbed the Oregon Forest 
Water Protections — with-
out the language Clarno felt 
was problematic. Clarno 
approved the three new ini-
tiatives Thursday to move 
forward with signature 

gathering.
“The meat of what 

we’re trying to address is 
still in there, but it’s unfor-
tunate that (some of these 
other provisions) won’t be 
included now,” said Steve 
Pedery, a spokesman for 
Oregon Wild.

Pedery contends Clarno 
and Vial were looking 
to delay the campaign 
and remove restrictions 
that would garner sup-
port among voters, such as 
restricting herbicide spray-
ing near schools. “It was 
frustratingly political,” he 
said.

Clarno said she appre-
ciated that “the chief peti-
tioners of these initiatives 
amended their proposals 
to meet the constitutional 
requirements. Voters will 
now be able to read and 
decide for themselves on 
these issues.”

The proposed forestry 
restrictions are wildly 
unpopular among tim-
ber interests as they would 
restrict clearcutting on steep 
slopes and aerial herbicide 
spraying.

Three retired loggers 
backed by the timber indus-
try have fi led three of their 
own initiative petitions to 
counter what they say are 
“radical anti-forestry ballot 
initiatives being pursued by 
environmental extremists.”

Rosenblum refused to 
represent Clarno in the 
court challenge fi led by 
Oregon Wild. That forced 
Clarno to hire outside coun-
sel. But last week, a Mar-
ion County judge sided with 
Clarno, saying she was right 
to reject the petitions.

The controversy is ongo-
ing as Rosenblum feels that 
judge’s decision, if upheld, 
could profoundly disrupt the 
initiative process, opening 
up measures fi led by voters 
and referred by the Legisla-
ture to legal challenge.

State approves 
narrower forestry 
ballot measures for 
signature gathering
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Ballot initiatives are planned on forestry practices.

Over the past several 
weeks,  Michael McNickle, 
the county’s public health 
director, has gone back to  cit-
ies with a revised ordinance 
that excludes the fl avor ban.

The  ordinance would give 
the county the authority to 
license and inspect tobacco 
retailers to ensure they fol-
low Tobacco 21 rules, which 
outlaw  the sale of tobacco 
products to people  under 21 
years old. The goal of the fl a-
vor ban was to help prevent 
teenagers from starting to use 
tobacco .

“I went around to all the 
cities with the exception 
of Warrenton, I’m going to 
meet with them next week 
... and reintroduced the con-
cept of the (ordinance)  with-
out the fl avor ban looking for 
support, and I heard no push-
back whatsoever,” McNickle 
said.

He said  county commis-
sioners  told him they could 
unanimously get behind the 
ordinance if it excludes the 
fl avor ban.

“It was just the fl avor ban 
that was causing some con-
sternation,” McNickle said. 
“So at this point, we’re happy 
with the (ordinance) , making 
sure people are following 
Tobacco 21 r ule — that’s our 
focus right now.”

Depending on how the 
state acts on fl avored vaping 
products, McNickle said he 
may approach commission-
ers about a fl avor ban after 
they  see results of the tobacco 
retail license ordinance.

Gov. Kate Brown 
announced a six-month ban 
on fl avored nicotine and  
marijuana vaping products in 
October following reports of  
vaping-related illnesses and 
deaths nationwide .

 T he Oregon Court of 
Appeals blocked the ban 

amid legal challenges from 
businesses .

“I think the problem with 
us doing a fl avor ban on our 
own is that we would be the 
only one, in this part of the 
region anyway,” McNickle 
said. “And now that the exec-
utive order for the governor 
was stayed, obviously there 
are some reasons behind that. 
So, it would be best if the 
state took on that issue ... it 
may be bigger than Clatsop 
County.”

John Harper, a local 
tobacco retailer,  said he 
hasn’t had the chance to look 
over the revised ordinance, 

but called the decision to 
remove  the fl avor ban “a step 
in the right direction.”

Harper asked county 
commissioners at the Octo-
ber meeting to delay their 
vote on the ordinance until 
the county, cities and tobacco 
retailers could discuss the fl a-
vor ban.

He said the ban would 
hurt local businesses. How-
ever, he said he is supportive 
of the tobacco retail license if 
it helps enforce  Tobacco 21 .

“I do appreciate the 
changes,” Harper  said. “I 
think it’s overall better for 
everybody.”

Ban: County’s focus on tobacco license
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“These children are com-
ing to adulthood in 2030, 
2035, and we need to have 
them thinking in terms of 
mass transportation and get-
ting cars off the road,” Com-
missioner Charles Withers 
said. “Ultimately, we have 
to keep cars off the road, so 
if you start young training 
them that way, I think that 
bodes well for the future.”

Withers questioned how 
the transit district’s  bus driv-
ers would keep a handle on 
new juvenile riders.

Children younger than 
6 already ride the bus for 
free. Those younger than 9 
need to be accompanied by 
an adult. Hazen said the dis-

trict’s  drivers are good at 
watching out for children.

Older children often 
accompany their younger 
siblings while parents work, 
Commissioner Tamra Tay-
lor said. She is director of 
dining services for food ser-
vice provider Chartwells 
and helps with the s ummer 
f ood s ervice p rogram.

“This would be — during 
the summer — another 
option to help feed our youth 
in the county,” she said. “I 
don’t think we realize how 
many kids are at home.”

Hazen, meanwhile, 
reported an average rid-
ership of 126 per week-
end for a new route expan-
sion in Astoria paid for 
by the improvement fund. 

The route is on   Saturdays 
and Sundays east through 
 Alderbrook  to the Emerald 
Heights Apartments, where 
roughly 1,000 people live.

Hazen hopes to begin 
a direct route from Asto-
ria to Portland next month. 
The route was paid for by a 
$738,000 competitive grant 
Sunset Empire applied for in 
the improvement fund and 
matched with $82,000. A 
bus will run once each morn-
ing, afternoon and evening 
between the Astoria Transit 
Center and Union Station in 
downtown Portland.

Sunset Empire had been 
covering the cost of the 
Lower Columbia Connector 
Route between Astoria and 
Rainier as Columbia County 

Rider struggles with fund-
ing. Around one-third of 
the 4,100 people who rode 
the Columbia Connector 
Route last year continued 
to Portland. Sunset Empire 
also agreed to loan Colum-
bia County a bus through 
March to replace a bus from  
the neighboring agency’s 
that broke down.

The Sunset Empire b oard 
approved a new operating 
agreement with NW Nav-
igator Luxury Coaches, 
which took over a twice-
daily bus route between 
Astoria and Portland from 
the previous operator, MTR 
Western. The route is funded 
by the state. Sunset Empire 
sells tickets and receives a 
15% cut.

Buses: ‘We have to keep cars off the road’
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Healthcare counselor who 
works with  students and 
their families.

“We’re doing more than 
just academics these days 
than we ever have done 
before,” Hoppes said. “We 
worry about a kid coming 
to school and learning to 
read, but we have to make 
sure they’re in a good place 
when they come to school 
to read.”

Although the school dis-
trict is willing to do what-
ever it needs to support stu-
dents, Hoppes said  schools 
don’t have enough  resources 
to help. He said the Student 
Success Act will offer bet-
ter  support next year, espe-
cially for counseling and 
mental health. The district 
plans to focus on supporting  
underserved students .

Tom Rogozinski, the 
superintendent of the War-
renton-Hammond School 

District, said the  chal-
lenge will be long-term 
sustainability.

The Warrenton  s chool 
d istrict supports the larg-
est number of homeless 
students.  

“A lot of our initiatives 
we would like to put in 
place and the programs we 
already have that we want 

to bolster are largely around 
social,  emotional, men-
tal, behavioral and physical 
health needs,” he said.

For long-term support, 
Rogozinski said schools 
need signifi cant investment 
in specialists to help stu-
dents regulate their emo-
tions and mental health.

“If they’re going to 

charge school districts with 
doing more, then yes, please 
give us more resources to 
do that,” Rogozinski said. 
“If it is not the school dis-
trict doing the work, then 
who is it going to be? And 
to that very question, that 
is why we are here. That is 
why we are in education. 
That’s what we’re here to 
do.”

Although  school districts 
are committed to doing 
everything they can to help, 
Hoppes said the community 
needs  affordable housing  
and good-paying  jobs.

“We’re a service indus-
try community and those 
are the type of jobs that are 
available to people who live 
here, and some of the jobs 
don’t get them above the 
poverty rate,” Hoppes said.

“It’s hard,” he said. “Our 
community, I mean com-
munities everywhere, have 
more needs than we ever 
have before.”

Poverty: Affordable housing needed
Continued from Page A1

Hailey Hoff man/The Astorian

Chicken nuggets and slices of pizza wait under heating lamps 

just before lunch in the high school cafeteria.

New Clinic

Coming to 

Seaside Soon!

Bringing 50 years of 

service this state of the art 

outpatient clinic provides 

medication-assisted 

treatment for adults with 

opiate use disorders. We 

are building a high energy 

team of professionals 

dedicated to treating the 

individual, wiping away 

stigma and helping to 

rebuild the health and 

life of the people they 

serve.  Competitive wages 

and exceptionally strong 

benefits package for 

employees working at least 

20 hours per week.  Contact 

us today and you can make 

a difference in one of the 

following positions:

Site Medical Director
MD or DO with experience managing 

medication assisted treatments for 

substance use disorders and board 

certification by a member board 

of the American Board of Medical 

Specialties (ABMS)

Medical Operations Manager
RN with strong leadership experience 

and supervision skills

Senior Clinical Manager
Masters Degree from nationally 

accredited school in human services. 

Requires licensure and/or CADC, or in 

process of obtaining either.

Nurse Practitioner
Experience treating patients with 

substance use disorders. Data 

Waivered.

We are very excited to bring these excellent opportunities 
to members of the community.

Contract Recruiter Patrice Cavins PatriceCavins@codainc.org

HEY KIDS!
COLOR   ME!

HAPPY

HOLIDAYS!
ENTER OUR HOLIDAY COLORING
CONTEST TO WIN COOL PRIZES!

www.facebook.com/Area-Properties-145608552144483

AREA Properties, Inc.
1490 Commercial Suite 100 • Astoria
503-325-6848
www.areaproperties.com

RETURN ENTRIES BY DECEMBER 17TH

WINNERS WILL BE NOTIFIED ON DECEMBER 19TH

BRING OR MAIL 
ENTRY TO:

Name

Age

Address

City

State

Phone

Parent’s Name

Please Print Clearly


