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O
regon class 4A high school wres-
tling: One more sport with a state 
champion from the Cowapa League.

For the most part, Tillamook dominated 
the 4A ranks last year. The Cheesemakers 
won the District 1/4A meet by 250 points 
over their nearest competitor, then won the 
team title at state with 264.5 points, the most 
scored by any state champion last year.

Seaside will be among the other four 
Cowapa League teams chasing the Cheese-
makers. And the Gulls have just as good a 
chance as any other team.

“We are returning two state qualifi ers, 
including a fi fth place fi nisher,” says Sea-
side coach Dan Taylor. “We have at least fi ve 
returning wrestlers who have realistic goals 
of qualifying for state.

“We hope to at least double our state qual-
ifi ers and have more than one placer,” he 
said. “Our numbers have improved, includ-
ing two female athletes. Outside of our top 
six or seven, we have several promising, but 
inexperienced athletes.”

The returning state qualifi ers are seniors 
Luke Nelson and Andrew Gastelum.

Gastelum placed third at 120 pounds in 
the District 1/4A meet, pinning Ernie Pre-
ciado of Woodburn in a quarterfi nal match, 
before Tillamook’s Quintin Metcalfe scored 
a fall over Gastelum in the semifi nals.

Gastelum pinned two straight in conso-
lation to lock up a spot at state, where he 
opened with a pin (3:04) against Mazama’s 
Brycen Johnson.

Seaside’s top returner is Nelson, who 
fi nished second at 220 in the district meet, 
highlighted by a 7-1 decision over Tilla-
mook’s Dawson McKibbin in the semifi nals.

Once he took the mat at the state meet 
in Portland, Nelson continued his winning 

with a fi rst round, 8-2 decision over Lincoln 
Clark of La Grande.

Seaside’s two opening round victories at 
state were the fi rst wins for the Gulls in state 
competition since 2006.

Gastelum was eventually pinned in the 
quarterfi nals but bounced back with one con-
solation victory, while Nelson had one more 
meeting with McKibbin, who he defeated 
9-1 in the fi fth-place match at state.

Healthy numbers for Gulls wrestling

SEASIDE WRESTLING

(approximate weights)

Carson Taylor, 106/113 

Johnathon Kenenunis, 113/120 

Xander Knox, 113/120 

Dillon Ledford, 113/120 

Dakota Mathison, 113/120 

Aikino Kershaw, 120/126 

Damien Vidales, 120/126 

Naiomi Upega Leon, 120/126 

Cole Biamont, 126/132 

Axel Garcia Mota, 126/132 

Frederick Hoeffl  iger, 126/132 

Andrew Gastelum, 132/138 

Everett Rollins, 145/152 

Aidan Tice, 152/160 

Natalie Mayes, 160/170 

Whitney Brown, 165 

Cesar, David Cruz Gaspar, 170/182 

Diego Silva-Villa, 170/182 

Sam Taylor, 170/182

Tyler Tackitt, 182/195

Lawson Talamantez, 182/195 

David Toyooka, 182/195 

Luke Nelson, 195/220 

Jeremiah Stanley, 195/220 

Forrest Tice, 195/220

Gunnar Knox, 285

Terra Wolden, TBA

SCHEDULE

Jan. 10-11 Pac Rim Tournament 9 a.m.

Jan. 29 Double-dual 5 p.m.

Feb. 5 at Astoria Invitational, TBA

Hailey Hoff man/The Astorian

Seaside wrestlers warm up and practice a quick series of movements. 
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Happy Holiday’s

Thank you for your business! Best wishes in the New Year!
Brandon, Jana, Bailee, Mason, Parker Gorr

  Garrett Loesch and Pat O’Grady

➔ Full teardown 
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➔ Engine work
➔ Transmission Repair
➔ Computer Diagnostics
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➔ Air Conditioning 
➔ General Repair on all 
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Play Hard.

Have Fun.

Good Luck Teams!
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