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playing since his freshman year. They might
not have very much depth, but they’ll be
fine.”

Elsewhere, “Tillamook will be better,
Astoria has most of their kids back, and
(Ryan) Stenblom will be healthy. It’s proba-
bly Banks and ourselves fighting for the top
spot, but you can’t take anybody lightly.”

State-wide, “Philomath is going to be
pretty good, with all their kids coming back.
Marist has a lot back, and Gladstone will
have a shot at being a final eight team. North
Marion has (Sergio) Jimenez and we play
La Grande twice. From the way they look in
football, they will probably be improved in
basketball.”

The Gulls

Out goes Januik, Thompson, Westerholm,
etc., back comes Hague, Johnson and John-
son and Snyder, among others. The names
may change, but the results are always the
same: They win.

“We’ll be a team that looks a lot like the
teams we’ve had the last four years,” coach
Westerholm said. “We’ll press you and score
a lot of points, push the tempo of the game,
and we have a lot of kids who can score
quickly.

“Last summer, we looked like one of the
better teams that’s played at Seaside. Then
other times we looked like we had a lot of
room for improvement.

“Once we get that consistency and every-
body knows their role, we’re going to be
right back where we were.”

Specifically, it’s Ryan Hague’s team now.
Hague is one of Seaside’s leading scor-
ers the last two seasons, and now it’s his
turn to take another Seaside team to a state
championship.

Hague will be Seaside’s leading scorer
and one of the leading MVP candidates in
the state and will be among the many senior
leaders for the Gulls, along with Stephen
Snyder, Beau Johnson and Brayden Johnson.

“It’s a senior-dominated team, and Ryan
is one of the leaders,” Westerholm said.
“He’s taking charge of getting kids going in
the right direction, and he will be in the run-
ning as one of the better 4A players in the
state.”

In addition to Hague, the player running
the show will be Snyder, the 6-foot-1 senior
point guard.

“Even though he would play four quar-
ters of JV and swing to varsity last year, he’s
going to be our point guard, and he will be
one of our leaders on the court this year,”
Westerholm said of Snyder.

“He’s going to be one of the better point
guards in the league, and I think he will
be right up there as one of the better point
guards in the state. He does a great job
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Three players watch intently for the ball to be passed to another player on the court during practice.

defensively, he’s strong, competes, shoots
the ball well from the outside ... we’re
expecting him to start right off like the point
guards we’ve had in the past.”

Also back for their senior years are Der-
rick Bennett, Ledger Pugh and Gavin Rich.

Also, “Beau Johnson has been impres-
sive so far,” Westerholm said. “He’s in
mid-season form right now. Ledger is stron-
ger than he was last year. We’re just trying
to figure out where to put him. He can play
wing player because he shoots the ball well,
or as an undersized post.”

Bennett “has improved his athleticism
and conditioning since last year, so he will
see some time at the post.”

The Gulls are even more stocked at the
sophomore level, with players such as Kaleb
Bartel, Cash Corder, Carson Kawasoe,
Conner Langmo, Everest Sibony and Jarred
White — all will likely see varsity minutes.

“The sophomore group has more height,”
Westerholm said. “Kaleb Bartel, 6-1, may
see time at post. Cash Corder is 6-5, 6-6,
shoots really well from the outside. Ever-

est Sibony has been putting in a lot of time
on his game. By his senior year he will be
one of the better point guards we’ve had.
He’s going to fit right in and continue that
tradition.”

Kawasoe “handles ball well and is prob-
ably one of the better pure shooters in the
program. He’s not afraid to shoot.
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“We’re just trying to get those sopho-
mores to the point where they will be ready
to be that group that fills in next year,”
Westerholm said, insuring more champion-
ship game appearances for the Gulls.

Prediction: A fifth straight appearance
in the state championship game for the
Gulls.
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To enjoy the recreational opportunities on our working
forest, please visit our website to acquire your free permit.
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