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Last year, the program 
served over 200 families . 
They expect to serve more 
this year.

Most of the food dona-
tions last year came from 
Lewis and Clark Elemen-
tary School , so this year 
Columbia Memorial asked 
Astoria Middle School and 
Astoria High School to par-
ticipate in collecting food.

 Lynn Jackson, the Asto-
ria High School principal, 
said  the food drive helps 
fi ll a temporal need for 
the  student body and also 
provides an  educational 
opportunity about the joy 
of service.

“Education is more 
than just math and read-
ing and science.  E specially 
in a society where at times 
we feel a sense of divi-
sion, these types of activi-
ties bring a unifying sense 
of community back to our 
local sphere,” Jackson said.

“As an educational 
institution, we’re teach-
ing that civic responsibil-
ity. Just looking out for 
your fellow community 
members is an important 

aspect of not only feeling a 
sense of unity in our com-
munity, but also the joy of 
supporting others and for-
getting yourself a little bit. 
The challenge is that we 
have many of our students 
that are actually in need, so 
we’re doing a food drive to 
benefi t many of our own 
students.” 

The gifts and food bas-
kets will be distributed 
on Dec.  19 at the Clatsop 
County Fairgrounds.

Leading up to that 
day, Columbia Memorial 
 employees will spend four 
days at the fairgrounds 
organizing and sorting 
the food. Each family will 
receive basic ingredients 
in their baskets like sugar, 
milk, fl our, eggs and a tur-
key voucher. 

Hospital employees are 
also putting together a rec-
ipe book with their fami-
lies’ favorite holiday reci-
pes. All the recipes can be 
made with the ingredients 
in the basket.

“It’s a good program.  I t 
helps a lot of the commu-
nity and we need to pull 
together during this time of 
the year,” Cleveland said.

Help: Gifts, food will be distributed on Dec. 19
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The data will also help 
Clatsop County determine 
whether there needs to be 
modifi cations in the Board 
of Commissioners’ dis-
trict boundaries, since the 
county charter requires 
the total population to be 
“allocated nearly equally” 
between the fi ve districts.

“It’s so key and crucial 
and not just for our coun-
ties, but for nonprofi ts and 
funding ... to really know 
who is in the community,” 
said Jenny Pool Radway, 
the executive director at the 

Lower Columbia Hispanic 
Council. “It’s a way for us 
to demonstrate that there is 
a need and that there is not 
enough of that service or 
there’s an underrepresenta-
tion of that market or what 
have you.”

For example, children 
under 5  are hard to count, 
but if there is an accurate 
count, then a  case can be 
made for more child care 
for younger children , Pool 
Radway said.

Two Lower Columbia 
Hispanic Council staffers 
went to a census conference 
last month to prepare for 

local outreach. Pool Rad-
way also brings experience, 
having worked as a partner-
ship specialist for the cen-
sus bureau.

“Completing the cen-
sus is a way to be civically 
engaged,” Pool Radway 
said. “And I would love for 
people to say, ‘H ey, do you 
want me to help you com-
plete the census’ to some-
one who doesn’t speak 
English or someone who is 
afraid, and really encour-
age them and explain why 
it affects everyone, why it’s 
key and it’s OK  and safe to 
do.”

Census: ‘It’s so key and crucial and not just for our counties’
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From left, Lewis and Clark Elementary School students Kemiry Moss, Gibson Allen and Rosemary Allen hold donated items for 

the food drive.
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Clatsop County is preparing for the 2020 census.
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Today!
Donate 

Santa 
Buc s

This donation from the heart of:

GIFT

$10

POR_HOL19_SBucks_10_V3.indd   1

Santa 

Buc s

This donation from the heart of:

GIFT

$1
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This donation from the heart of:

GIFT

$5

Premium Sliced
Meat & Cheese

Sparkling Savings!

Purchase Santa Bucks to provide a holiday 
dinner to a local family in need.

See store for details

refreshe® Mixers, 
Clear Sparkling 
Water 1-liter 
bottles, ICE 17-oz. 
bottles or Soda 
2-liter bottles. 
Selected varieties.
Plus deposit in 
Oregon.

BUY 1 GET 

FREE
EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE1

*With Club Card.
See store for details.

25
%
OFF

Santa 
Buc s

Help families in
our community

have a great holiday!

Valid 12/3/19 thru 12/10/19clip or CLICK! ®

*Use this Savings Award on any shopping trip you choose at any Oregon Safeway or Albertsons store 
and S.W. Washington stores serving Clark, Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Skamania, Walla Walla and Klickitat 
counties by 12/10/19. This $10.00 Savings Award excludes purchases of Alcoholic Beverages, Fluid Dairy 
Products, Tobacco, US Postage Stamps, Trimet Bus/Commuter Passes, Money Orders, Container Deposits, 
Lottery, Gift Cards, Gift Certificates Sales, All Pharmacy Prescription Purchases, Safeway Club Savings, 
Safeway or Albertsons Store Coupons and Sales Tax. One Savings Award redeemable per household.  
COUPON CANNOT BE DOUBLED. Online and in-store prices, discounts, and offers may differ.

$

10 or more*
OFF $50

Save on your next grocery 
purchase of $50 or more*

with your Club Card 
& this Savings Award.


