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BOISE, Idaho — Fisheries managers are 
optimistic a program to save imperiled Snake 
River sockeye salmon is heading in the right 
direction despite few of the ocean-going fi sh 
making it back to central Idaho this year.

Of the 730,000 young sockeye released 
in Idaho 2017, only 17 survived the 900-
mile journey to the Pacifi c Ocean and then 
back again to arrive as adults in the Saw-
tooth Basin near Stanley.

But John Powell of the Idaho Depart-
ment of Fish and Game said late last week 
that fi sh raised to adults in hatcheries will 
keep the population going. Biologists also 
released 610 adults into central Idaho lakes 
this fall to spawn naturally.

“Years like this are where we can see the 
benefi t of having the captive brood stock 
for maintaining the genetic diversity of the 
founding population,” Powell said.

He also said biologists have solved prob-
lems that caused most of the young hatchery 
sockeye to die shortly after being released 
into the wild in Redfi sh Lake Creek in 2017.

Of the 17 fi sh that returned this year, 
genetic tests indicated three had ancestors 
in Pettit Lake and they were released there 
to spawn naturally. The rest, which genet-
ics showed came from Redfi sh Lake, were 
taken to the Eagle Fish Hatchery in south-
western Idaho to be artifi cially spawned and 
contribute to future brood stock and young 
fi sh released into the wild.

An estimated 150,000 sockeye at one 
time returned annually to central Idaho, and 
Redfi sh Lake was named for the abundant 
red-colored salmon that spawned there. Fed-
eral offi cials say the run declined starting in 
the early 1900s due to overfi shing, irrigation 
diversions, dams and poisoning, eventually 
teetering on the brink of extinction in the 
early 1990s. The fi sh were listed as endan-
gered under the Endangered Species Act in 
1991.

Only 16 adults returned over the next 
eight years. But state and federal offi cials 
used those fi sh to start an elaborate hatchery 
program that tracks genetics.

Young fi sh are raised to adults at the 
Idaho Department of Fish and Game’s Eagle 
Fish Hatchery and at another hatchery at 
NOAA Fisheries’ Manchester Research Sta-

tion in Port Orchard, Washington.
The dual hatchery system is intended as a 

backup should a catastrophe occur at one of 
the hatcheries.

That program had been working well 
with a record 1,516 adults returning to the 
Sawtooth Basin in 2014. Fisheries managers 
appeared to be approaching their ultimate 
goal of getting enough adult fi sh returning 
from the ocean to create a self-sustaining, 
naturally reproducing population of wild 
fi sh.

But then came two disasters.
In 2015, about 90% of the adult sock-

eye salmon returning to the Columbia River 
Basin died due to high water temperatures. 
Only 91 adult sockeye made it to Idaho, 
with many of those trapped in Washington 
after the magnitude of the unfolding disas-
ter became clear.

A second disaster followed.
Offi cials started using the new Spring-

fi eld Fish Hatchery in southeastern Idaho 
to raise young fi sh for release in central 
Idaho. That hatchery is intended to increase 
the number of young sockeye released into 
the wild from about 220,000 to more than 
a million.

For the fi rst time in 2017, all the young 
fi sh released came from that hatchery. But 
only 16% survived the trip to Lower Gran-
ite Dam in western Washington. Many of the 
fi sh died not long after being released into 
Redfi sh Lake Creek.

Biologists determined the young fi sh died 
because they couldn’t acclimate to the hard 
water in the creek after being raised in the 
soft water at the Springfi eld Fish Hatchery.

So, in spring 2018 and 2019, biologists 
fi rst let the young fi sh acclimate at the Saw-
tooth Fish Hatchery near Stanley that has 
medium-hard water.

Powell said that when they were released 
into Redfi sh Lake Creek later in the spring, 
survival rates to Lower Granite Dam were 
about 65%. That’s the best ever recorded.

All that bodes well, Powell said, for much 
larger returns of adult sockeye salmon to the 
Sawtooth Basin in 2020 and 2021. Sock-
eye salmon typically spend two years in the 
ocean.

“Hopefully, this is the low point,” Pow-
ell said. “As we start having fi sh from our 
acclimated releases reach (maturity), we’ll 
see those returns pick up again.”
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Carl was living in his van before arriving at TPJCC. A combination 
of a relationship ending and switching employers narrowed 
his housing options but not his optimism. He chose painting 
at Tongue Point because of the reviews he heard from others 

and he knew it would a good career path for him. So far he has 
earned certifications in: OSHA 30, boom lift, fork lift, flaggers, lead 

renovation and repair and so many more. 

His plans for the future are after graduation to work at Puget 
Sound Naval Shipyard as an Industrial Painter. He hopes this can 

one day lead to running his own business. 

“Job corps gave me the skills to go from my all time low to some 
of the best times of my life. I set myself up to have a great future, 

why don’t you?” 
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www.sundayafternoonlive.org or by phone (360) 836-4419

PO Box 964, South Bend, WA. 98586
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Join us for the following upcoming performances!

Visit our website at sundayafternoonlive.org for updates 

on more performances to come! All concerts start at 2pm.
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Cecelia Seaman

Taylor Shellfish Farms 

& Ekone Oyster

The Lonely: Roy Orbison Memories

January 30 th, 2020

A sensitive & dynamic tribute to 

the one and only Roy Orbison
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Sponsors:
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Bruce Baskins

Jeff & Christine Nevitt
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North Country

February 23rd, 2020

One of the Northwest’s 

premier bluegrass bands!
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Evers Electric
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The High Kinds

March 29th, 2020

Rousing & Reflective, 

energetic & insightful Irish 

ballad music!
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Sherry Aust

Beryl Adams

Thrivent Financial

Sarah Hagen

April 26th, 2020

The “Perk Up Pianist”!

Sponsors:

Ena Bale

Janet Furiord in 

Memory of Don 
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Cecelia Seaman

Will Martin

May 10th, 2020

The voice you must hear 

to believe!


