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By MATEUSZ PERKOWSKI
Capital Press

A federal judge in Washington, D.C., 
has determined the 2017 expansion of 
Oregon’s Cascade-Siskiyou National 
Monument was largely invalid, con-
tradicting an earlier ruling by a federal 
judge in Oregon.

U.S. District Judge Richard Leon of 
the District of Columbia has ruled the 
Obama Administration violated federal 
law by expanding the monument’s log-
ging restrictions onto roughly 40,000 
acres of so-called O&C Lands, which 
must be managed for sustained timber 
production.

“Put simply, there is no way to man-
age land for sustained timber produc-
tion, while simultaneously deeming the 
land unsuited for timber production and 
exempt from any calculation of the land’s 
sustained yield of timber,” Leon said.

The judge’s invalidation of the mon-
ument’s expansion was part of a broader 
opinion that determined there’s “no 
doubt” the U.S. Bureau of Land Manage-
ment’s 2016 resource management plans 
for O&C Lands have reduced logging to 
unlawful levels.

“This Court must, therefore, conclude 
that the 2016 RMPs violate the O&C Act 
by setting aside timberland in reserves 
where the land is not managed for per-
manent forest production and the tim-
ber is not sold, cut and removed in con-
formity with the principle of sustained 
yield,” Leon said.

So-called O&C Lands are governed 
by a 1937 statute under which roughly 
two million acres of property were 
retaken from the Oregon and California 
Railroad by the federal government and 
dedicated to timber production.

In 2017, the Obama administration 
enlarged the 66,000-acre Cascade-Sis-
kiyou National Monument by 48,000 
acres, most of which were located on 
O&C Lands, prompting several lawsuits 
by timber industry organizations.

Earlier this year, a federal judge in 
Oregon held the expansion was lawful 
because President Obama had the author-
ity under the Antiquities Act to add acre-
age to the monument.

The judge also held that logging 
within the monument’s O&C Lands 
didn’t have to be maximized to comply 
with the requirement of sustained timber 
production.

The more recent Washington, D.C., 
decision that invalidates the monument’s 
40,000-acre expansion and declares 
unlawful the resource management plans 
for O&C Lands will be appealed by the 
Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center, 
Oregon Wild and Soda Mountain Wilder-
ness Council, said Kristen Boyles, attor-
ney for the environmental groups, which 
intervened in the lawsuit.

“They’re directly contradictory 
because they even address the same 
claims,” Boyles said of the two rulings.

Boyles said the judge in Washing-
ton, D.C., has been the fi rst to adopt a 
hard-line interpretation of the 1937 O&C 
Lands Act that has been pushed by the 
timber industry for about 30 years and 
which doesn’t take into account environ-
mental protections from the more recent 
Clean Water Act and Endangered Species 
Act.

“It’s an extreme view of the O&C Act, 
very broad,” she said. “Regardless of the 
monument, that’s going to be an import-
ant decision to clarify and appeal. It 
doesn’t exist alone in a vacuum of laws.”

Coby Howell, an attorney for the 
BLM, said he could not comment on the 
ruling.

If both the rulings from Oregon and 
Washington, D.C. are upheld on appeal, 
that could set up a fi ght before the U.S. 
Supreme Court, but that process would 
still be a lengthy one, according to attor-
neys involved in the case.

Environmental groups will urge the 
BLM not to take any action that would 
endanger the monument while the tim-
ber industry considers the expansion’s 
invalidation to be effective until further 
notice.

“It’s a big fi rst step, but it’s going to to 
take a while,” said Lawson Fite, attorney 
for the American Forest Resource Coun-
cil, a plaintiff in the litigation.

The ruling out of Washington, D.C. is 
a great development for the communi-
ties and environment of Oregon and the 
Northwest, Fite said.

“The court has basically directed that 
the O&C Act means what it says, and 
we’re grateful for that,” he said.

The timber industry plaintiffs will 
now ask the judge to order the BLM to 
revise its resource management plans for 
O&C Lands so they’re consistent with 
his ruling, Fite said. “Figuring out a time-
line for a new plan is probably one of the 
big things that’s going to happen there.”
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SALEM — By Christ-
mas, crisis consultants 
brought on to improve Ore-
gon’s struggling foster care 
system are expected to wrap 
up their $1 million contract.

In April, Gov. Kate 
Brown asked a crew of con-
sultants from the fi rm Alva-
rez and Marsal — per-
haps best known for taking 
over Lehman Brothers after 
the Wall Street fi rm fi led 
for bankruptcy — to look 
under the hood at the Ore-
gon Department of Human 
Services.

They were tasked with 
kick-starting solutions to 
deep-seated problems at 
the agency’s Child Welfare 
division.

About 7,000 Oregon chil-
dren are in foster care on any 
given day, and over the past 
several years, a bright spot-
light has been on the agency 
for treatment of children in 
its care.

DHS has been the sub-
ject of multiple internal and 
external reviews that have 
laid out what the agency 
needed to change to keep 
children safe.

Brown was adamant that 
she didn’t want more rec-
ommendations. Instead, she 
wanted action on recom-

mendations already made, 
some repeatedly over recent 
years.

For instance, multiple 
audits and reviews pointed 
to the agency’s workload 
problem.

Experts have long said 
that DHS caseworkers who 
have front line duty for the 
well-being of foster chil-
dren have too many to look 
after and were getting over-
whelmed and burned out. 
About a third of workers had 
less than a year and a half of 
experience, according to a 
2018 state audit.

In a meeting with law-
makers last week in her 
offi ce at the Capitol, 
Brown said the consultants 
had made “really steady 
progress.”

She pointed to their work 
on the agency’s critical inci-
dent review teams, which 
investigate deaths of chil-
dren who have interacted 
with the child welfare sys-
tem, and to their efforts to 
rapidly hire more casework-
ers and reduce the number of 
Oregon children shuttled out 
of state for care.

Brown also said the 
agency is improving its han-
dling of requests for public 
records and in communicat-
ing with reporters and the 
public.

Brown appeared espe-
cially happy with efforts to 

hire more workers. Audits 
and reports for years have 
highlighted the damaging 
impact of high workloads on 
the children in the child wel-
fare system.

The agency received 
thousands of applications to 
fi ll new jobs, Brown said.

“All I know is it was 
extraordinary. I’ve never 
seen anything like it,” 
Brown said. “We have now 
made … conditional offers 
to over 345 applicants, and 
they’re in the process of get-
ting trained. So I’m really, 
really pleased.”

Wanda Seiler of Alva-
rez and Marsal told legis-
lators that the fi rm did a lot 
of work smoothing out the 
internal workings of the 
agency that wouldn’t be 
immediately apparent. One 
example: making it easier 
for children in foster care to 
get medical care.

Seiler reviewed a host of 
changes consultants have 
already made, like creating 
new training for certain jobs 
and streamlining the agen-
cy’s hiring process.

State Rep. Alissa 
Keny-Guyer, D-Portland, 
expressed concerns that high 

caseloads could continue to 
cause workers to leave.

“I just want to again, reit-
erate that as great as the … 
surge is, and the extra train-
ing and hiring for other 
positions to support that, 
we would still risk hemor-
rhaging if the caseload is so 
great,” said Keny-Guyer.

There was also some 
discussion about a year-
long project to central-
ize the state’s abuse report-
ing hotline. That effort has 
encountered long wait times 
for callers and inexperi-
enced staff.

The change also seems 
to have driven up the num-
ber of assessments of abuse 
reports. After the new cen-
tral hotline was put into 
place, assessments by Child 
Protective Services are up 
by about 40 %, according to 
Oregon DHS.

The consultants have also 
worked on giving parents 
more help so children could 
stay in their homes.

“The big story here really 
is the need for services to 
support families to stay 
together,” Seiler said.

Much of that progress 
will take time, Seiler said.

Oregon foster care consultants near end of contract

Judge declares Cascade-Siskiyou 
National Monument expansion invalid

Bob Wick/Capital Press

A U.S. magistrate judge has recommended dismissing a 

timber company’s claim the Cascade-Siskiyou National 

Monument was unlawfully expanded.

GAME MEAT PROCESSING
Debbie D’s will be at

Cash & Carry in Warrenton
at 10:00 a.m. every Saturday

to pick up and deliver
meat for processing.

20 lb. min • Each batch individual

Please call or leave message by 
Friday so we know to expect you!

DEBBIE D’S Jerky & Sausage Factory
2210 Main Avenue N. • Tillamook, OR • 503-842-2622

No Pick ups this week. 

Will resume 12/07/2019

at Cash & Carry 

in Warrenton.

Alder and Maple Saw Logs & Standing Timber

Northwest Hardwoods • Longview, WA
Contact: John Anderson • 360-269-2500
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Q: What does end 
of support for 
Windows 7 mean?

A: Microsoft’s support for the 
Windows 7 operating system 

ends in January 2020. Security updates 
and product enhancements will 
cease after that date.  That leaves any 
computer using Windows 7 more 
vulnerable to malicious software that 
can damage your data or compromise 
the confidentiality of your information. 
Windows 10 helps you to continue 
working securely and efficiently. 
Upgrading your computers will 
increase your speed, productivity and 
satisfaction with your equipment.

Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 11-4 
77 11th Street, Suite H

Astoria, OR • 503-325-2300

LEO FINZI

Fast, 

Friendly & 

Affordable!

 Astoria’s Best.com

Windows 7 support 
ends Jan. 2020. Full 
upgrade only $199

949 Exchange St.
Astoria, OR

503-325-3211

www.dailyastorian.com

Heather Jenson
Advertising
Representative

971-704-1716

The Consult a Professional 

section in The Astorian is a great 

and affordable way to advertise your 

business and inform readers about the 

types of services you provide. 

All you need to do is come up with a 

question that a customer might ask 

about your line of expertise and then 

give a detailed answer to help educate 

them before they even walk through 

your door. We are offering great rates 

and package deals that help save 

you money! 

Q: What is the Consult 
a Professional section 
and how can it help my 
business?

A:


