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Astoria defender Maddie 

Sisley earned first team 

honors on the Cowapa all-

League girls soccer team.

Hailey Hoffman

Lilli Taylor, Seaside soccer.

Gary Henley

Astoria’s Meghan O’Meara 

was selected first team all-

league for the 2019 season.

Hailey Hoffman

Gihre Lopez, Seaside.

Gary Henley

Emma Biederman was one of 

four Astoria soccer players 

on the first team Cowapa all-

League team.

Hailey Hoffman

Elle Espelien, Astoria.

By PATRICK WEBB
For The Astorian

YAKIMA, Wash. — 
Naselle was beaten by Firm 
Foundation School in the 
consolation bracket Friday 
to end the Comets’ hunt for 
another 7th-place trophy.

The loss brings to an end 
a season which saw Coach 
Rebekah Wirkkala’s squad 
take second at Districts — 
by beating Firm Founda-
tion — to advance to state. 
At Yakima, the Comets fell 
to powerful Pomeroy then 
defeated Grace Academy 
before being eliminated by 
the Battle Ground, Washing-
ton, team.

Friday’s scores were 
15-25, 22-25, 25-21 and 
21-25.

Naselle came out fired up 
and roared to a 12-5 lead in 
the first set, but then 6-0 oppo-
nent Katie Kogler started to 
show her dominance.

Firm Foundation won 
the set and the second and 
it looked like the Eagles 
would cruise in the third until 
Naselle’s Kaylin Shrives and 
Jackie Steenerson and Kylee 
Tarabochia had some spec-
tacular kills. Some good net 
work by Hollie Haataia kept 
their hopes alive.

Naselle won the third 
25-21 and the players 
sprinted to the other side 
of the court to start the next 
period. But despite some long 
rallies and some clever tip-
overs by Steenerson, Firm 
Foundation’s Kogler and Elsa 
Helmes hit impossible-to-re-
turn shots to seal the victory.

Afterward, Coach Wirk-
kala praised her team. “We 
were both fighting and we 
had a few errors — that was 
the difference. It’s whoever 
is consistent who does well 
at state. We fought really 
hard, though. Jackie had 
some great hits and Delaney 

(Kragerud) did well in the last 
two games.

“I am very proud of the 
way they have faced adver-
sity this season with injury 
and illness. We will be back 
again.”

Bold effort
On Thursday, Naselle 

bounced back from its first-
round defeat to beat Grace 
Academy of Marysville in 
four sets, 25-27, 25-16, 25-23 
and 25-19.

Grace was in its first 
state championship. Naselle 
made heavy weather of the 
first set, but Coach Wirkkala 
had some specific sugges-
tions before the next. Senior 
leader Jackie Steenerson took 
charge at the net as the Com-

ets soared to a nine-point win. 
The next two sets were closer, 
but Naselle ramped up the 
pressure at the net and Grace 
errors accounted for several 
points.

In the fourth, freshman 
Brynn Tarabochia dived for 
several digs, at one point 
stretching full-out in a bold 
effort to return the ball. “She’s 
phenomenal — and only a 
freshman,” Wirkkala said.

Naselle moved out to a 
24-14 lead, one point from 
victory, only to allow Grace 
to win the next five points. 
But a Grace mistake sealed 
the win for Naselle. 25-19.

Afterward, a relieved 
Wirkkala conceded she may 
have underestimated Grace 
Academy. “It was a loser-out 

game. They served very hard 
and their No. 16 (sophomore 
Abigail Boas) really was a 
fighter. Several of us com-
mended her after the game.”

She commended Steener-
son for stepping up and said 
the entire team readjusted 
well after the Pomeroy loss. 
“We were serving better, 
too.”

‘Came alive’
Naselle’s first game was 

against the buzz-saw of 
highly ranked Pomeroy. After 
a more or less level opening 
set which the Pirates won 
25-21, Naselle’s players took 
their foot off the gas in the 
second and fell 25-11.

“Our whole thing this sea-
son has been to ‘play fear-
less,’” said Coach Wirkkala. 
“But in the second set, we 
played ‘fearful.’ In the third, 
we came alive.”

That set saw Pomeroy 
take an early lead until Echo 
Cenci stepped up to the ser-
vice line. The sophomore 
served an ace, then another, 
then a third to bring to score 
to a more respectable 10-13. 
She dived unsuccessfully 
to dig the return on the next 
point before the focus shifted 
to Hollie Haataia at the net 
who was hitting some hard 
returns.

A firm kill by Haataia 
brought fellow junior Emma 
Colombo to the service line 
and she nailed two aces to put 
Naselle ahead 17-15.

Steenerson was dominat-
ing at the net, blocking Pome-
roy shots then cheekily send-
ing an unexpected soft return 
onto the court to put the 
score to 23-20. Scores went 
back and forth with Naselle 
one point away from forcing 
another set before the Pirates 
regrouped. They won the 
final point to advance 27-25.

“We were pretty scrappy,” 
said Wirkkala. “When we 
controlled the ball, we were 
able to put things away. Our 
net play by Hollie and Jackie 
was good.”

The Comets had advanced 
to the tournament after plac-
ing second at Districts. Wirk-
kala took over as head coach 
in 2016 and had taken her 
teams to seventh-place tro-
phies in two of the past three 
years. Her first year at state 
saw the Comets’ only loss to 
Pomeroy, that season’s run-
ner up. To place seventh, a 
team that loses its first game 
in the tournament must win 
three more in the consolation 
bracket.

During the tournament, 
three Comet players were 
honored by WIAA for sports-
manship. They were sopho-
more Echo Cenci, freshman 
Bella Colombo and junior 
Hollie Haataia.

State volleyball: Naselle wins one, loses two 
Comets fall as 
district foe gets 
revenge 
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Naselle players erupt with triumph after winning an important point. Left to right are Jackie 

Steenerson, Peyton Dalton, Brynn Tarabochia, Kaylin Shrives and Hollie Haataia.

Senior leader Jackie Steenerson of Naselle demonstrates her 

dominance at the net during action against Grace Academy in 

the 1B WIAA state volleyball championship.
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T
he future looks bright 
for North Coast girls 
soccer. Astoria and 

Seaside placed a combined 
10 players on the 2019 Cow-
apa all-League team, with 
eight of those players return-
ing next season.

Astoria had four first team 
selections: juniors Emma 
Biederman, Elle Espelien 
and Meghan O’Meara, and 
sophomore Maddie Sisley.

Seniors Taileigh Cole 
and Erin Grauff were named 

honorable mention.
For Seaside, sophomores 

Gihre Lopez and Lilli Tay-
lor were selected to the first 
team, while freshman Aby-
gale Brien and sophomore 
Hailey Strimple-Fields made 
honorable mention.

League champion Val-
ley Catholic had the Player 
of the Year (senior Parissa 
Sabet) and Coach of the 
Year (Kibwe Cuffie), and 
seven all-league selections. 
Banks and Tillamook also 
had seven all-league players 
each.

Tillamook sophomore 
Coleen Kralik was named as 
the Goalkeeper of the Year.

THE COMPLETE 
COWAPA ALL-
LEAGUE GIRLS 
SOCCER TEAM:

Player of the Year: Parissa 

Sabet, Valley Catholic

Goalkeeper of the Year: 

Coleen Kralik, Tillamook

Coach of the Year: Kibwe 

Cuffie, Valley Catholic

First Team

Parissa Sabet, Sr., Valley Cath-

olic

GK: Coleen Kralik, So., Tilla-

mook

Clare Atchison, Sr., Tillamook

Emma Biederman, Jr., Astoria

Elle Espelien, Jr., Astoria

Casmira Fox, So., Valley Cath-

olic

Mariella Gunther, So., Valley 

Catholic

Kate Hailey, Jr., Banks

Madeline Jacobs, Jr., Banks

Gihre Lopez, So., Seaside

Breanna Maciel, Sr., Tillamook

Riley McGee, Sr., Valley Catholic

Mary Merritt, Jr., Banks

Camila Narvaez, Jr., Banks

Meghan O’Meara, Jr., Astoria

Maddie Sisley, So., Astoria

Lauren Snook, Jr., Valley 
Catholic

Lilli Taylor, So., Seaside

Abby Turner, Jr., Banks

Maleah Upton, Sr., Tillamook

Angelica Valencia Gonzalez, Jr., 
Tillamook

Honorable Mention

Lillie Breadon, Sr., Banks

Abygale Brien, Fr., Seaside

Taileigh Cole, Sr., Astoria

Erin Grauff, Sr., Astoria

Anna Kinder, So., Valley Cath-

olic

Adriana Rico, So., Tillamook

Tyler Rose, Fr., Banks

Dulce Salazar Ochoa, Sr., 

Tillamook

Hailey Strimple-Fields, So., 

Seaside

Quinn Walker, Jr., Valley 

Catholic

Astoria, Seaside players earn all-league honors

PREP SPORTS SCHEDULE
SATURDAY

Football — 2A state quarterfinals: Warrenton at Heppner, noon; Knappa at Coquille, 
1 p.m.

SCOREBOARD

GIRLS SOCCER

In observance of Thanksgiving

will be closed
Thanksgiving Day
November 28th

The Thanksgiving 

edition will 

be delivered 

Wednesday, 

November 27th


