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A Q&A with globe-trotting musician Kathryn Claire

By LUCY KLEINER
COAST WEEKEND EDITOR

Last week, I connected with Kathryn
Claire, a musician based in Portland who
lived in Astoria during the start of her musi-
cal career 20 years ago. On Friday, she came
back for an evening performance at KALA.
Claire and her two bandmates filled the venue
and put on a beautiful, intimate show. The
highlight of the evening: hearing the band’s
new single, “Eastern Bound for Glory,”
which was released online just a few hours
before the concert. The crew is now on their
way to Europe, where they plan to spend
three weeks touring.

Here’s a Q+A session with Claire from
just before the show, which has been edited
for clarity.
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music for me?

Kathryn Claire: That’s a hard one, but
actually this album has been really clarifying
for my sound. One of the things the press has
said is ‘orchestral indie folk.” It really defines
our sound live.

LK: What drew you to music?

KC: I grew up with music in my life and
in my family. My grandfather was an amateur
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violinist. My mom and dad both sang and my
mom was a public school music teacher. [
grew up with music being a very normal part
of life. I asked to play the violin when I was
7, and was always singing. It was just kind of
what you did in our family.

LK: What’s the most unique thing about
your performances?

KC: The violins are so central to the
album and to our live performance. We ended
up being able to create the sound of a string
quartet live with just two violins, and then we
play with an electric bass player. It’s a very
unique sound that [ can’t say I hear a lot.
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LK: What should audience members
expect at your shows?

KC: I think what’s cool about our live
show is that it’s both really intimate and
heartfelt and tender, and it’s also really fun
and joyful. I just love my band so much. 1
think there’s a lot of joy and excitement in
conjunction with a sort of deep and moody
album. We deliver both this intimate perfor-
mance and a lot of fun and joy.

LK: Complete the sentence for me: [ am...

KC: A musician, and I am a connector of
people and hearts. [ am a creative being, and I
am a traveler. And I'm a lover of life.
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180 SE Neptune Drive ¢ 503-861-6085

(In Fred Meyer Cénter next to BIG 5)
HOURS: MON-FRI 10-7; SAT 10-6; SUN 11-6

Oregon’s Largest @y /comfort Retailer

LARGEST MATTRESS SELECTION

Upgrade

to a Queen
Adjustable Base

with purchase of qualifying mattress set.
$899 Value FREE while supplies last,
see store for details.
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Support and C omlort witl

LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEED

Instock/we can load in your car

* QUALITY COMFORT & SUPPORT -

Luxury Memory Foam

LOW PRICE GUARANTEE

Queen
Mattress Sets

from

*1299

on select Serta® iComfort®
Mattress Sets’

See store for select models.
Valid 9/29/2019 - 11/3/2019

ALL SIZES

Twin ..o, $1 94
FUI oo, 479
Queen................. $499

King or CAL King *799
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