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Former envoy defies Trump, testifies he pushed to oust her

By MARY CLARE
JALONICK,
MATTHEW LEE and
ADAM GELLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Tes-
tifying in defiance of Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s ban,
former U.S. Ambassador
to Ukraine Marie Yovano-
vitch told House impeach-
ment investigators Friday
that Trump himself had
pressured the State Depart-
ment to oust her from her
post and get her out of the

country.

Yovanovitch told law-
makers investigating
Trump’s  dealings  with
Ukraine that there was
a ‘“concerted campaign”
against her based on

“unfounded and false claims
by people with clearly ques-
tionable motives.”

The  diplomat  was
recalled from Kyiv as Rudy
Giuliani — who is Trump’s
personal attorney and has
no official role in the U.S.
government pressed
Ukrainian officials to inves-
tigate baseless corruption
allegations against Demo-
crat Joe Biden and his son,
Hunter, who was involved
with a gas company there.

Yovanovitch testified
behind closed doors Fri-
day as part of the House
Democrats’  impeachment
investigation. Her prepared
remarks were obtained by
The Associated Press.

The former ambas-
sador says she was fired
from her post after insist-
ing that Giuliani’s requests
to Ukrainian officials for
investigations be relayed
through official channels,
according to a former dip-
lomat who has spoken
with her. That former dip-
lomat insisted on anonym-
ity to disclose the private
conversation.

Trump, in a July 25
phone call, told Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zel-
enskiy that Yovanovitch
was “bad news,” accord-
ing to a partial transcript
released by the White
House. Neither Giuliani nor
Trump has publicly speci-
fied their objections to her.

She said in her statement
Friday that she was abruptly
told this spring to depart
Ukraine “on the next plane.”
She left her post in May,
and was later told the pres-
ident had lost confidence in
her and had been pressuring
State Department officials
for many months to remove
her, she said.

Democrats leading the
investigation said they sub-
poenaed Yovanovitch Fri-
day morning after learn-
ing late Thursday night that
the State Department had
directed her not to appear.
Trump has forbidden all
government employees to
cooperate.

Yovanovitch ~ remains
employed by the State
Department but is cur-
rently doing a fellowship at
Georgetown University.

Her testimony in the
face of Trump’s opposition
apparently won’t be the last
as the congressional pan-
els hold a flurry of depo-
sitions to investigate the
president’s efforts to jump-
start foreign investigations
that could help his 2020
reelection campaign. House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi has
said she wants the com-
mittees to move “expe-
ditiously” as they decide
whether to move forward
with a formal impeachment
vote.

Polls show the nation
now generally split as to
whether Trump should be
impeached and removed
from office.

On Monday, Fiona Hill, a
former White House adviser
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Former U.S. ambassador to Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch
testified before congressional lawmakers on Friday as part of
the House impeachment inquiry into President Donald Trump.

who focused on Russia,
is expected to appear, and
three current State Depart-
ment officials are tenta-
tively scheduled next week.
They include Gordon Sond-
land, who was blocked
from appearing this week
but whose attorney said he
would testify next Thursday.

As for Yovanovitch’s
dealing with pressure from
Washington, the former dip-
lomat who spoke with her
said the ambassador refused
to do “all this offline, per-
sonal, informal stuff” and
made clear that the U.S.

government had formal
ways to request foreign
governments’ help with
investigations.

The  State  Depart-
ment traditionally relies

on mutual legal assistance
treaties, under which U.S.
and foreign officials agree
to exchange evidence and
information in criminal
investigations.

In her statement to law-
makers, Yovanovitch said
that “false narratives” had
resulted from “an unfor-
tunate alliance between
Ukrainians who continue
to operate within a corrupt
system, and Americans who
either did not understand
that corrupt system, or who
may have chosen, for their
own purposes, to ignore it.”

She said she had only
had “minimal contacts”
with Giuliani — three that
she could recall — and none
related to “the events at
issue.” She speculated that
“individuals who have been
named in the press as con-
tacts of Mr. Giuliani” may
have believed their personal
financial ambitions were
stymied by U.S. anti-cor-
ruption policy.

Two Florida business-
men tied to Giuliani were
arrested on Thursday and
are facing federal charges
of campaign finance viola-
tions. An indictment filed
in the case alleges that the
men, who were raising cam-
paign funds for a U.S. con-
gressman, asked him for

help in removing Yovano-
vitch, at least partly at the
request of Ukrainian gov-
ernment officials.

Yovanovitch also said in
her statement that she had
never met Hunter Biden and
that Joe Biden, the former
vice president, had never
spoken to her about his son
or the gas company with
which he was involved.

State Department offi-
cials have said previously
that Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo had tried to protect
her but was forced to con-
cede when he realized the
White House was intent on
removing her. Four current
and former officials said
Pompeo arranged for her to
have a “soft landing” after
her recall from Kyiv. The
officials requested anonym-
ity to describe the confiden-
tial arrangement.

She met with the House
Intelligence, Foreign Affairs
and Oversight and Reform
committees Friday despite
Trump’s declaration ear-
lier this week that he would
block all officials from tes-
tifying in the impeachment
probe. Trump lambastes the
investigation daily and now
contends it is illegitimate
because the full House has
not authorized it.

Despite the officials’
expected testimony next
week, former Ambassador
Sondland’s attorney said he
would not be able to pro-
duce documents “concern-
ing his official responsibili-
ties,” as they are controlled
by the State Department.

Democrats want to ask
Sondland about text mes-
sages released last week
that show him and two
other U.S. diplomats acting
as intermediaries as Trump
urged Ukraine to investi-
gate Ukraine’s involvement
in the 2016 U.S. election
and Hunter Biden’s involve-
ment with a gas company
there.

Associated Press writers
Alan Fram, Padmananda
Rama and Jocelyn Noveck
contributed to this report.
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