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Attempting to revitalize the building 
in the 1950s, owners renamed it the John 
Jacob Astor Hotel and painted the entire 
structure pink, but these stylistic alterations 
did little to combat postwar decline. The 
IRS closed the hotel’s restaurant and the 
“Fur Trader Lounge” in 1968 for tax delin-
quency. The same year, city offi cials con-
demned the building as a public nuisance 
and fi re hazard and ordered it vacated. Nar-
rowly avoiding demolishment in the late 
1970s, the County government sold the 
building at auction before a group of pas-
sionate local historians succeeded in adding 
the structure to the National Register of His-
toric Places.

“Formerly the pride of Astoria,” the Sun-
day Oregonian described it in 1983, “the 
once-elegant inn now houses only fre-
quent trespassers and serves as a haven for 
minor-in possession juveniles with little to 
do on an Astoria Saturday night.” Dubbed 
the “pink elephant” by locals, Astoria’s 
mayor Bob Chopping told a reporter that, 
“Citizens must have realized after all these 

years, chances of renovation is nil.”
But apparently Chopping did not fully 

understand this city’s persistent spirit nor its 
affection for lost causes, because in spite of 
his prediction, the popularity of the Astor 
Hotel building rose from the ashes once 
more.

In 2010, Paul Caruana, who is respon-
sible for the restoration of a number of 
historic commercial properties in town, 
took charge of full scale renovations that 
included a return to the original color 
scheme. Since then, commercial spaces 
have fi lled at a steady clip. The original 
Grand Lobby was reborn as The Ruins, fea-
turing eight Corinthian columns supporting 
a stunning mezzanine. Many of the original 
Gothic details have been preserved, and the 
designers wisely chose to leave the space in 
a state of decay evocative of the building’s 
rough history and defi ant elegance.

You may or may not remember all this 
by the time you’ve had a few beers and 
taken a turn around the dance fl oor, but the 
chance to see this building for yourself and 
mark the end of the tourist season is some-
thing we all can celebrate.
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The Holiday Friends band will play at the Ruins at 9 p.m. Saturday.

facebook.com/CoastWeekend

SATURDAY • OCTOBER 12
TH 

• 2019 11AM-3PM

G E A R H A R T  -  O C E A N  V I E W S

Tickets Available at: 

HOLLY McHONE JEWELERS • ASTORIA/THE SWEET SHOP • GEARHART 
OR ONLINE AT WWW.ASSISTANCELEAGUECP.ORG

Proceeds benefit the 2019/20 “Operations School Bell” program that will provide clothing to over 700 Clatsop County Children.                        
FOR MORE INFO GOTO WWW.ASSISTANCELEAGUECP.ORG OR CALL 503.791.2879

      ASSISTANCE LEAGUE®

THE COLUMBIA PACIFIC

Presents the 12th Annual

TICKETS $30
DAY OF $35

     HOMES ON TOUR                       SPONSORS                              RESTAURANT                         FLORIST

    Goodman/Garvey

   Hoffman/Trullinger

            Cowles

            Marino

            Warren

       Natural Nook

AUTIO Co./England Marine

        Miller/Keizer

            Lum’s

  
TOTEM Properties

          US Bank

   Bigby’s Tree Service

Thai Me Up

Maggie’s on the Prom

The Sweet Shop

Pacific Way Cafe

Finn’s Fish House

Dough Dough Bakery

Erickson’s

Bloomin Crazy

Erickson’s

Bloomin Crazy

Natural Nook

Natural Nook


