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Bohn said he is not 
bound by  the turbulent his-
tory of the county manager 
post  and is optimistic about 
the future.

“You have to be a realist 
about working in the public 
sector and not everybody’s 
going to embrace the orga-
nization, embrace the deci-
sions and that’s assumed,” 
he  said.

“But what I think is 
the most important thing 
for local governments is, 
no matter what, maintain 
quality relationships with 
everybody. Keep dialogue 
open, not take it person-
ally. Just be available, be 
transparent.

“And so I think the more 
we can embody those qual-
ities, disputes are just one-
time affairs.  T hey’re not 
something you repeatedly 
have to deal with. Because 
sometimes what you are 
dealing with is really his-
tory, because people don’t 
forget. ”

 Bohn was the assistant 
county administrator for 
Washington County for 28 
years.

“One thing I’ve learned 
is every individual has their 
own way and my way, my 
methods, my approach 
would be unique,” he  said.

“And so, what I just 
hope is that uniqueness fi ts 
what Clatsop County needs 
and I think that it does 
because I’m really relation-
ship-based, I’m a listener. 
A nd so I think that will 
be the right approach. So  
I’m very positive and very 
hopeful and I feel blessed 
to be here, honestly.”

Bohn  has spent the p ast 
30 years coming to the 
region  as his wife, Stacee 
Larson, was born and raised 
here  and still has family in 
Naselle, Washington. They 
also have a second home in 
Astoria. 

After starting  as a man-
agement intern in Washing-
ton County, Bohn eventu-
ally moved up , overseeing 
human resources for a work-
force of 2,200 in fi nance, 
information technology, 
emergency management 
and other departments.

 H is accomplishments 
include winning voter 
approval of a $77 million 
bond measure for emer-
gency communications 
infrastructure. He also 
developed employee work 
groups to focus on capital 
improvements, along with  
equity, inclusion and diver-
sity teams. 

“There’s a lot of accom-
plishments in there.  B ut I 
think my greatest accom-

plishment, honestly, is just 
I’ve been a fair and honest 
broker doing the public’s 
work and that I love public 
service,” Bohn said.

“I care. A nd that’s not 
something a lot of people 
talk about, but I seriously 
care about the employees, I 
care about the board, I care 
about the residents. I got 
into this business to serve.”

He said feels a sense of 
responsibility to set the bar 
high and to lead .

He also tries to give peo-
ple he works with the tools, 
opportunity, training and 
leadership to be success-
ful in their jobs so they can 
 handle any situation.

“What I’ve always said 
is accept quickly.  A ccept 
what it is, trust that you’re 
going to be OK  and manage 
the heck out of it,” Bohn 
said.

He also reinforces the 
need for  civility in govern-
ment, because if there’s not, 
it takes opportunity off the 
table, he said.

“What I am hopeful for, 
though, is we don’t lose our  
civility and we don’t get to 
a point where  we don’t see 
each other, we see our  dif-
ferences, but not all of our 
similarities,” Bohn said. 
“I’m still optimistic. I still 
feel very good about where 
we’re generally headed.”

Manager: Bohn said he feels a sense of 
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“Diane comes to coffee 
with the mayor pretty reli-
giously,” Mayor Henry Bal-
ensifer said at a recent  City 
Commission meeting. “She 
reported that the majority 
of people who come aren’t 
trying to check out what’s 
in Warrenton. They’re 
going to Seaside and Can-
non Beach. They’re going 
south. They saw it. They 
stopped by.” 

The building has sub-
standard utilities and is not 
cost-effective to keep up or 
staff, Balensifer said. Com-
missioner  Pam Ackley and 
Commissioner Mark Bald-
win agreed that the city 
should let the site go. City 
Manager Linda Engbretson 
said she would let the prop-
erty owners know the city 
plans to cease operations.

Collier has fi lled every 
nook and cranny — even 
the bathroom — of the 

building with photos and 
other memorabilia. She’s 
looking for a place to dis-
play at least part of the col-
lection after the building 
goes away. The city has dis-
cussed taking on part of the 
collection.

“I’d rather leave them 
in Warrenton … if there’s a 
place that wants to display 
them,” she said . “If that 
doesn’t work, I’ll take it 
home and put it in my hus-
band’s garage.”

Museum: Not cost-effective to keep up
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WEEKLY PRIZES
- Air Travel for 4 to the Alaska Airlines     

  destination of your choice

- Trip for 2 to an Away Game

- Groceries for a Year

- 2 Night Coastal Getaway and More!

Some blackout 

dates apply

*Open to legal U.S. residents, residing in Oregon or SW Washington, 18 years and older (must be 21+ to purchase 
alcohol). Promotion ends and Entry Codes must be entered by 11:59 PM PT on 11/19/19. 5 participating items 

must be purchased in a single transaction. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY to enter or win. For complete details 
and how to enter without a purchase see Official Rules at www.cwseries.com.
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2019 Toyota RAV4 
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*Use this Savings Award on any shopping trip you choose at any Oregon Safeway or Albertsons 
store and S.W. Washington stores serving Clark, Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Skamania, Walla Walla 
and Klickitat counties by 10/8/19. This $10.00 Savings Award excludes purchases of Alcoholic 
Beverages, Fluid Dairy Products, Tobacco, US Postage Stamps, Trimet Bus/Commuter Passes, 
Money Orders, Container Deposits, Lottery, Gift Cards, Gift Certificates Sales, All Pharmacy 
Prescription Purchases, Safeway Club Savings, Safeway or Albertsons Store Coupons and Sales 
Tax. One Savings Award redeemable per household.  COUPON CANNOT BE DOUBLED. Online 
and in-store prices, discounts, and offers may differ.

Save on your next grocery 
purchase of $50 or more* 
with your Club Card & 
this Savings Award.

*This coupon must be presented at time of purchase at Safeway / Albertsons. Offer valid 
with Card and Coupon. COUPON CANNOT BE DOUBLED or combined with digital coupon. 
Coupon valid 10/1/19 - 10/8/19.
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