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Some of the cannabis-containing vaping products contain high levels of vitamin E acetate.
Vitamin E acetate is a key focus of the investigation of potential causes of vaping-associated

pulmonary illnesses.

Probe of vaping illnesses
focuses on THC from pot

By MICHAEL STOBBE
Associated Press

NEW YORK — U.S. health officials said
Friday that their investigation into an outbreak
of severe vaping-related illnesses is increas-
ingly focused on products that contain the
marijuana compound THC.

Most of the 800 people who got sick vaped
THC, the ingredient in marijuana that causes
a high, according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. But officials said they
didn’t know if the THC is the problem or some
other substance added to the vaping liquid,
such as thickeners.

“The outbreak cur-
rently is pointing to a
greater concern around
THC-containing  prod-
ucts,” said the CDC’s Dr.
Anne Schuchat.

So far, investigators
have not identified a par-
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frequently. Many of the
people who got sick in
[llinois and Wisconsin
said they used prefilled
THC cartridges sold in
Dank Vapes packaging.

“It’s a generic product name that doesn’t
really tie back to one store or one distributor,”
said Dr. Jennifer Layden, chief medical officer
for the Illinois Department of Public Health.

“Folks are getting it from friends or folks
on the street, with no understanding of where
it came from prior to that.” she said.

Until a cause is pinned down, the CDC con-
tinues to advise Americans to consider avoid-
ing all vaping products, though the agency on
Friday added the phrase “particularly those
containing THC.”

“We didn’t feel comfortable dropping the
broader recommendation yet,” said Schuchat.

This week, the CDC reported 805 con-
firmed and probable cases of the lung illness.
Thirteen people have died, including two in
Oregon. Only the U.S. has reported such an
outbreak, although Canadian officials this
week confirmed that country’s first case.

On Friday, the agency provided more
details in two reports:

e The first case in the U.S. began in late
March. Cases ramped up in late June and rose

‘WE DO URGE
ALL INDIVIDUALS
TO STOP VAPING,
WHETHER THAT'S

OTHER PRODUCTS.”

Dean Sidelinger | state health officer

tioned 87 different product names and many
vaped more than one.

Doctors say the illnesses resemble an inha-
lation injury. Symptoms have included short-
ness of breath, fatigue, chest pain, diarrhea and
vomiting.

Officials continue to find a substantial
number of U.S. patients — the new report
says 16% — who said they vaped only nico-
tine, and not THC. But the report noted that in
Wisconsin, five patients who initially denied
using products with THC turned out to have
used them.

The most illnesses have occurred in Cali-
fornia, Illinois, Texas and Wisconsin.

In Oregon, Gov. Kate
Brown is advising Ore-
gonians to stop vaping
immediately after the
state’s health author-
ity announced a second
vaping-related  death
Thursday.

vaping products. Brown
called the death a trag-
edy and “absolutely
unacceptable.”

The governor has
also asked the Oregon
Health Authority to make recommendations
on how “to protect Oregonians and public
health.”

The health authority has, so far, identified
five reports of severe lung injuries that it’s
linked to a national outbreak of vaping-related
illness. All five individuals had vaped or used
e-cigarettes, and were hospitalized after expe-
riencing respiratory issues, resulting in short-
ness of breath, coughing or chest pain.

Two of'the cases resulted in a death, with the
first fatality announced on Sept. 3. The other
three individuals are “recovering,” according
to state health officer Dean Sidelinger.

Sidelinger said the most recent death fol-
lowed the same pattern as past cases: an adult,
who experienced severe respiratory injuries
after vaping cannabis products purchased from
a licensed retailer. The individual was in the
hospital for several weeks before succumbing
to their injuries, according to Sidelinger. The
authority is not releasing the person’s gender,
age or location.

At a press conference Thursday announc-
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Elnora ‘Keni’ Hertig

Seaside
Aug. 23, 1932 — Sept. 13, 2019

Elnora Faye Hertig, known as “Keni” to
all, passed away on Friday, Sept. 13, under
a full harvest moon.

She was born to Bessie and
Frank Kennedy in Hillsboro,
Oregon, on Aug. 23, 1932. She
was the youngest of six chil-
dren, and was preceded in death
by all of her siblings.

Her father passed away
while she was a young girl, and
her mother supported the fam-
ily, working in the shipyards of
Portland at night, after working
as a nurse during the day.

Once Keni met Carl Hertig,
she was smitten. They married on Feb. 23,
1952. There were truly the loves of each
other’s lives.

They began their life together in Sea-
side, establishing a business, Reed & Her-
tig, raising their two children, creating
friendships that endured a lifetime. In later
years, they enjoyed the desert, their incred-
ible ocean view and world travel with fam-
ily and friends.

After Carl’s sudden passing in 1997,
Keni displayed strength and courage as she
soldiered on. She involved herself in her

Elnora Hertig

community, duplicate bridge, exploring the
Oregon wine country and hosting tables at
various fundraising events.

Keni was known by all to be
generous to her family, friends,
local organizations and count-
less others. She was also a sports
fan, a kind and lovely person with
elegance and style. She was lots
of fun, and had a great sense of
humor. Keni lived a great life, and
never forgot how fortunate she
was.

She is survived by her daugh-
ter, Kelly (Wayne), son, Kevin
(Katie), and her grandchildren,
Kelsey and Karl.

Her family would like to thank her lov-
ing and dedicated caregivers, and Lower
Columbia Hospice, who enabled Keni to
remain in her home until her passing.

In Keni’s memory, play a good bridge
hand, enjoy lunch with a friend, marvel at
the clouds, savor each sunset, share fond
memories, tip extravagantly and make a
contribution to your favorite charity.

At her request, no service will be held.
A celebration of life will be scheduled for
a later date.

Delwin B. Mikkelborg

Guinda, California

Delwin  B.  Mikkelborg
passed away on July 27 while
at his home in Guinda, Califor-
nia. He was born on Sept. 12,
1955, in Burlington, Washing-
ton. The family would like to
invite all who knew him to a
gathering of remembrance.

Put on your jeans and best
T-shirt and meet with us on
Saturday, Oct. 5, at the Palmer

Sept. 12, 1955 —July 27,2019

Creek Community Center, 606
Fourth St., Dayton, Oregon. We
will start at 2 p.m.

Coffee and cake will be served
while swapping “Delwin sto-
ries,” and maybe renewing old
friendships. We know not every-
one who knew Delwin is on Face-
book, including Delwin himself,
so please spread the word to those
you know.

=
Delwin Mikkelborg
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