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WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump repeat-
edly prodded Ukraine’s new 
leader to work with the U.S. 
attorney general and law-
yer Rudy Giuliani to inves-
tigate Democratic political 
rival Joe Biden, according 
to a rough transcript sum-
marizing the call released 
Wednesday.

In the call this summer, 
Trump raised allegations, 
without citing any evidence, 
that the former vice presi-
dent sought to interfere with 
a Ukrainian prosecutor in 
regard to his son, Hunter.

“Whatever you can do 
with the attorney general 
would be great,” Trump told 
President Volodymyr Zelens-
kiy, asking for help in inves-
tigating Biden. He referred 
to Giuliani, his personal 
attorney and trusted adviser, 
as a “highly respected man” 
and said, “I will ask him to 
call you along with the attor-
ney general.”

After saying Giuliani 
and Barr would be in touch, 
Trump referenced Ukraine’s 
economy, saying: “Your 
economy is going to get bet-
ter and better I predict. You 
have a lot of assets. It’s a 
great country.”

Zelenskiy had earlier 
raised to Trump his desire 
to purchase additional Jav-
elin anti-tank missiles from 
the U.S.

The conversation between 
the two leaders is one piece 
of a whistleblower’s com-
plaint, which followed the 
July 25 call and is central 
to the formal impeachment 
inquiry launched Tuesday 
by House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi.

The White House account 
reveals that Trump was will-
ing to engage a foreign 
leader to dig up dirt on a 
political foe and that he went 
so far as to volunteer his 
attorney general to help. But 

Trump appears to stop short 
in the call of any explicit 
quid pro quo, such as link-
ing Ukraine’s help to Amer-
ican military aid or other 
assistance.

Days before the call, 
Trump froze nearly $400 
million in aid to Ukraine. It 
was not clear from the sum-
mary whether Zelenskiy was 
aware of that, and the White 
House did not respond to 
requests to clarify. The presi-
dent has insisted he did noth-
ing wrong and has denied 
that any request for help was 
tied to the aid freeze.

It’s illegal under federal 
law to seek foreign gov-
ernment assistance for U.S. 
elections.

The release of the rough 
transcript sets the parame-
ters of the political debate to 
come. Trump, at the U.N. on 
Wednesday, dismissed it and 
said as he often does that’s 
he’s the victim of “the single 
greatest witch hunt in Amer-
ican history.” Democrats say 
it lays the groundwork for 
the congressional impeach-
ment inquiry.

Trump aides believed that 
his oblique, message-by-sug-
gestion style of speaking 
would not lend itself to the 
discovery of a “smoking 
gun” in Wednesday’s sum-
mary. His previous messages 
to his staff were at the cen-
ter of special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s investigation into 
obstruction of justice in the 
Trump-Russia case.

Trump is direct in rais-
ing the question of Joe 

and Hunter Biden and 
a Ukrainian prosecutor: 
“There’s a lot of talk about 
Biden’s son, that Biden 
stopped the prosecution and 
a lot of people want to fi nd 
out about that.”

In the conversation, 
Trump doesn’t distin-
guish between the roles of 
Giuliani, his personal attor-
ney and political ally, and 
Barr, who as the nation’s 
top law enforcement offi -

cer is supposed to be above 
the political fray. Barr has 
been a staunch defender of 
Trump, most notably during 
the Mueller investigation.

It’s not the fi rst time 
Trump has sought foreign 
assistance to undermine a 
political rival. He publicly 
asked Russia to fi nd miss-
ing Hillary Clinton emails in 
2016, but this is his fi rst doc-
umented time doing so while 
president with the weight of 
the U.S. government at his 
disposal.

The White House did not 
say whether there are any 
records of Giuliani’s com-
munications with Zelenskiy, 
nor did it address whether the 
president’s personal attorney 
learned anything from them. 
The White House has also 
not commented on whether 
Trump discussed Biden on 
an April 21 call with the 

Ukrainian leader or with any 
other foreign power.

The president took the 
30-minute call from the 
White House residence, 
while offi cials in the Situ-
ation Room listened in and 
worked to keep a record of 
the conversation, as is stan-
dard practice. They used 
voice recognition software, 
but the call was not recorded. 
Trump ordered the document 
declassifi ed Tuesday.

The release came against 
the backdrop of the president 
presiding over a meeting of 
world leaders at the United 
Nations, a remarkable split 
screen even for the turbu-
lence of the Trump era.

The inspector general for 
the intelligence community 
wrote to the acting Direc-
tor of National Intelligence 
in August that he believed 
the conversation between 
Trump and Ukraine’s leader 
could have been a federal 
campaign fi nance violation 
because the president could 
have been soliciting a cam-
paign contribution from a 
foreign government, a Jus-
tice Department offi cial said.

The whistleblower — 
a member of the intelli-
gence community — said 
in their complaint that they 
had heard the information 
from “White House offi -
cials,” but did not have fi rst-
hand knowledge of the call, 
the Justice Department offi -
cial said.

Prosecutors from the 
department reviewed a tran-
script of the call and deter-
mined the president did not 
violate campaign fi nance 
law. The determination was 
made based on the elements 
of the allegation, and there 
was no consideration of the 
department’s policy that a 
sitting president cannot be 
indicted, the offi cial said.

The offi cial spoke on con-
dition of anonymity in order 
to discuss internal investiga-
tive deliberations.

Trump prodded Ukraine leader to investigate Bidens
White House 
releases account
of phone call

A White House-released rough transcript of President Donald Trump’s July 25, 2019 telephone conversation with Ukraine’s 

newly elected president Volodymyr Zelenskiy was released Wednesday.
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President Donald Trump speaks during a meeting at the 

InterContinental Barclay hotel during the United Nations 

General Assembly on Monday in New York.
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When Mike Pettis needed a custom-built boat, we were there with a custom-tailored loan. 

Working closely with Mike, we were able to provide a flexible option with a payment schedule 

to match his fishing seasons. From his plans to his profits—we’ve been by his side. See how good 

your relationship with a bank can be. Visit WhereRelationshipsRule.com.

Mike Pettis | Captain & Owner | The Patriot
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Q:What web sites 
do you like to use 
when searching 
information?

A: For factual information and 
official company web sites, visit

https://en.wikipedia.org

For information on movies and 
actors, visit
https://www.imdb.com/

If you want the lyrics to a song, type 
the word “Lyrics” in front of a song 
title and then the name of the song 
in Google.com.

If you have a smart phone and a 
song is playing, simply ask your 
phone “what is this song” and it will 
tell you.
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SUNDAY MARKET

The size of the Market fluctuates 
throughout the season. Opening 

Day is often the biggest day with 
between 180 and 200 vendor spaces 
filled representing about 150 to 165 
individual vendors.  During the height 
of the season (July/August) there are 
typically about 145 individual vendors.  
This number drops after Labor Day 
to about 100 vendors.  Weather, 
competing shows and product 
inventories are factors that prevent 
vendors from being at the Market.  
Produce is seasonal and solo makers 
juggle their time between vending and 
making product.

How many vendors 
are at Astoria Sunday 
Market?

LUCKY FARMS

Q:I’m going out of 
town and need to 

stop my newspaper. 
What are my 
options?

A: We have different options for you 
if you are heading out of town. 

We can switch you to a Web subscription 
while you are away and you can read the 
paper online. You can have your delivery 
stopped and you can donate your missed 
papers to local schools. Whichever option 
fits your needs, just call our circulation 
department at 800-781-3214 and we will 
take care of it for you; or go online and put 
in your vacation at www.dailyastorian.com 
under “Subscriber Services.”

Jeremy
Feldman

Circulation Manager

949 Exchange St., Astoria, OR

www.dailyastorian.com

800-781-3214


