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OBITUARIES

Bret Scott

Seaside
June 12, 1962 — Aug. 28, 2019

On Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2019,
Bret Scott, loving father of four
children, passed away at the age
of 57.

Bret was born June 12, 1962,
in Page, Arizona. He attended
elementary school in Miramonte,
California, and graduated from
Astoria High School in Oregon
in 1980.

Bret served on the aircraft car-
rier USS Constellation as an elec-
trician’s mate for four years, fol-
lowed by two years in the Navy
Reserve.

He married Kacy Jean Smith,
of San Diego, California, on
Dec. 14, 1985, then moved to Astoria, Ore-
gon. Bret worked for Sunset Empire Refuse
and Recycling as a truck driver for 18
years, before being hired as a truck driver
for Mesher Supply in Seaside, delivering
plumbing supplies along the northern Ore-
gon and southern Washington state coasts
for 13 years.

Bret was a member of the Seaside, Ore-
gon, post of the American Legion, as well as
the local Fort Clatsop Muzzleloaders black

Bret Scott

powder gun club. He enjoyed ski-
ing, whitewater rafting, canoeing
and camping with his children.

Bret is survived by his father,
Robert E. Scott, of Anacortes,
Washington; his mother, Mari-
lyn J. Wood Scott, of West Linn,
Oregon; brother Eric Scott, of
Yosemite National Park; his four
children, Michelle Glick, of Terre
Haute, Indiana, Joe Scott, of
Astoria, Oregon, Wendy Scott, of
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, and Sean
Scott, of Lake Oswego, Ore-
gon; and grandson Riley Hus-
song. Bret is also survived by the
mother of his three younger chil-
dren, Kacy Scott of Lake Oswego, Oregon.

The family plans on a private scattering
of his ashes in the Pacific Ocean.

A memorial donation in memory of Bret
Scott may be made to Freedom Service
Dogs of America, providing service dogs
to children, veterans and active-duty mili-
tary: Freedom Service Dogs, 7193 S. Dil-
lon Court, Englewood, CO., 80112; online
contributions may be made to freedomser-
vicedogs.org

Ralph Kresge Todd

Warrenton
April 11, 1929 — Aug. 29, 2019

Ralph Kresge Todd was born
April 11, 1929, in Ithaca, New
York, to parents Roger and Fran-
ces (Kresge) Todd.

Ralph attended Newfield High
School, in Newfield, New York,
and graduated in 1947.

In 1948, he enlisted in the U.S.
Army for six years, and served his
country as a sergeant first class
tank commander in Straubing,
Germany.

He returned to the U.S. to
attend Hartwick College in One-
onta, New York, and graduated
with a bachelor of science degree.
He worked in the manufacturing
industries throughout the U.S. and Canada.

Ralph was employed by Tektronix until
his retirement in 1991. From 1991 to 2012,
Ralph was a consultant for the Association
of Manufacturing Excellence and the North-
west High Performance Enterprise Consor-
tium in Portland, Oregon.

Ralph served as an AME volunteer for
over 30 years, and served on numerous com-
mittees, boards and conferences, helped
launch the AME Western Region and was
honored in 2006 with the Mac McCulloch
Lifetime Achievement Award.

AME co-founder Doc Hall, in a 2006 Tar-
get magazine article commented on Todd:
“He was so successful developing pro-
grams that other regions began to help set
up events. Soon he became AME’s corporate
event organizer. During the 1990s, if you
went to an AME event, chances were good
that Ralph helped organize it.”

In addition to his work with AME, he
retired from Tektronix, where he helped to
adopt lean manufacturing and design for
manufacturing. He also formed the North-
west High Performance Consortium in the
Portland, Oregon, area.

Ralph Todd

According to friend and col-
league Phil Roether, “he loved
to help others working on their
excellence journey, and served
as a facilitator helping groups
attending the national conference.
We honor Ralph’s important con-
tribution to our organization and
his dedication as a volunteer.”

Ralph was a member of var-
ious organizations, including
Astoria United Methodist Church,
Astoria Golf and Country Club,
Turnaround Trekkers (Volkswalk
Club), Lighthouse Jazz Society
and served as president of the Surf
Pines Association.

Ralph enjoyed the outdoors, especially
hunting elk and deer.

Ralph is survived by his wife, Janet John-
son Boyd Todd, of Warrenton, Oregon;
daughters, Karen (David) Falvey and Denise
Todd, of Charlotte, North Carolina; sons,
Michael (Holly) Todd, of West Palm Beach,
Florida, Jason (Tobi) Boyd, of Seaside, Ore-
gon, and Jered (Jenni) Boyd, of Olympia,
Washington.

He is also survived by the Todd grand-
children, Kelsey (Ryan) Kehoe and Drew
Falvey; and the Boyd grandchildren, Aston,
Briana, Emily, Luke, Andrew, Noah, Grace,
Sophia, Lucy, Katherine, Nathan and
Dominic.

A celebration of life service was held at
Astoria United Methodist Church on Sept
8. Private burial was held on Sept. 5 at Wil-
lamette National Cemetery in Portland,
Oregon.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made
to the Ralph Todd Music Scholarship Memo-
rial Fund, First Interstate Bank, 300 S. Holl-
aday Drive, Seaside, OR., 97138.

Hughes-Ransom Mortuary is in charge of
the arrangements.
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By ZEKE MILLER and
DEB RIECHMANN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON
President Donald Trump
on Tuesday abruptly forced
out John Bolton, his hawk-
ish national security adviser
with whom he had strong
disagreements on  Iran,
Afghanistan and a cascade
of other global challenges.

The sudden shake-up
marked the latest depar-
ture of a prominent voice
of dissent from the presi-
dent’s inner circle, as Trump
has grown less accepting
of advice contrary to his
instincts. It also comes at a
trying moment for Trump
on the world stage, weeks
ahead of the United Nations
General Assembly and as
the president faces pressing
decisions on difficult foreign
policy issues.

Tensions between Bolton,
Trump’s third national secu-
rity adviser, and other offi-

cials have flared in recent
months over influence in the
president’s orbit and how to
manage his desire to negoti-
ate with some of the world’s
most  unsavory  actors.
Since joining the adminis-
tration in the spring of last
year, Bolton has espoused
skepticism about the presi-
dent’s whirlwind rapproche-
ment with North Korea, and
recently has become a vocal
internal critic of potential
talks between Trump and
leaders of Iran and Afghan-
istan’s Taliban.

Bolton also broke with
Trump with his vocal con-
demnation of Russia’s global
aggressions, and last year he
masterminded a quiet cam-
paign inside the admin-
istration and with allies
abroad to persuade Trump
to keep U.S. forces in Syria
to counter the remnants of
the Islamic State and Ira-
nian influence in the region.
Bolton’s maneuvering at the
time contrasted with former

Trump ousts Bolton over foreign policy

Defense Secretary Jim Mat-
tis’ decision to instead resign
over Trump’s December
withdrawal announcement,
which has been effectively
reversed.

On Twitter Tuesday,
Trump and Bolton offered
opposing accounts on the
adviser’s less-than-friendly
departure, final shots for
what had been a fractious
relationship almost from the
start.

Trump tweeted that he
told Bolton Monday night
his services were no longer
needed at the White House
and Bolton submitted his res-
ignation Tuesday morning.
Bolton responded in a tweet
of his own that he offered to
resign Monday “and Presi-
dent Trump said, ‘Let’s talk
about it tomorrow.’”

Trump explained that he
had “disagreed strongly”
with many of Bolton’s sug-
gestions as national security
adviser, “as did others in the
administration.”

By JAY REEVES
Associated Press

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. —
Struggling to keep his emo-
tions in check, the head of
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric  Administra-
tion both defended Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s
administration on Tuesday
and thanked forecasters
who contradicted the pres-
ident’s claims about Hur-
ricane Dorian threatening
Alabama.

Speaking to a meteorol-
ogy group, acting admin-
istrator Neil Jacobs said a
NOAA statement issued
Friday that criticized the
Birmingham-area National
Weather  Service office
after it disagreed with
Trump was meant to clarify
“technical aspects” about
Dorian’s potential impact.

“What it did not say,
however, was that we
understood and fully sup-
port the good intent of the
Birmingham weather fore-
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Christina Crowe signsaposter
in support of the National
Weather Service office in
Birmingham, Ala., during a
convention of the National
Weather Association in
Huntsville, Ala., on Monday.

cast office, which was to
calm fears in support of
public safety,” Jacobs said.

Jacobs, a career mete-
orologist, appeared near
tears at times. “This is hard
for me,” he said, his voice

mpl

oyees for forecast

choking as he addressed
a hushed crowd of several
hundred.

Jacobs said there was no
pressure from the Trump
administration or NOAA
to change the way branch
offices communicate fore-
casts to the public. “No
one’s job is under threat
— not mine, not yours,” he
said.

He later added: “Weather
should not be a partisan
issue. I’ve known some
of you for 25 years. I hav-
en’t changed. I'm the same
Neil I was last Thursday,”
referring to the day before
the NOAA statement was
issued.

Jacobs specifically
thanked Kevin Laws, sci-
ence and operations offi-
cer with the weather ser-
vice office in Birmingham.
Laws said he appreciated
the remarks by Jacobs,
whom he has known for 20
years.

“Absolutely no hard
feelings,” Laws said.
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and, for veterans, a flag symbol at no charge. The deadline for all obituaries is 9 a.m.
the business day prior.

Obituaries may be edited for spelling, proper punctuation and style. Death notices
and upcoming services will be published at no charge. Notices must be submitted by
9 a.m. the day of publication.

Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at Daily Astorian.com/forms/obits,
by email at ewilson@dailyastorian.com, placed via the funeral home or in person at
The Astorian office, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria.

For more information, call 503-325-3211, ext. 257.
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