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WASHINGTON — Two 
groups of states are target-
ing Facebook and Google 
in separate antitrust probes, 
widening the scrutiny of 
Big Tech beyond sweeping 
federal and congressional 
investigations into their mar-
ket dominance.

Facebook and Google 
are two of the world’s larg-
est and most ubiquitous tech 
companies. The billions who 
use their services for making 
social media posts, upload-
ing videos or searching ads 
are targeted by the tech com-
panies for their personal 
data — a prized asset that 
enhances the companies’ 
power. Regulators are exam-
ining whether the compa-
nies have used their market 
power to crimp competition, 
potentially raising prices and 
hurting consumers.

Dissatisfaction with what 
federal authorities have 
done so far may be pushing 
some states to band together 
to run their own investiga-
tions, possibly eyeing more 
aggressive sanctions. The 
Federal Trade Commission’s 
recent $5 billion fi ne against 
Facebook over privacy vio-
lations, for example, was 
criticized by consumer advo-
cates and a number of public 
offi cials as being too lenient.

“The states see it as part 
of their role to fi ll a vac-
uum,” said Jay Himes, an 
antitrust lawyer in New 
York. Himes, a former head 
of the antitrust bureau in the 
New York attorney general’s 
offi ce, worked on the states’ 
antitrust case against Micro-
soft about 20 years ago.

New York Attorney Gen-
eral Letitia James, a Demo-
crat, said Friday her probe 
will look into Facebook’s 
dominance and any resulting 
anticompetitive conduct.

A separate group of state 
attorneys general is announc-
ing Monday in Washington 
the launch of an investiga-
tion into “whether large tech 
companies have engaged 
in anticompetitive behav-
ior that stifl ed competition, 
restricted access and harmed 
consumers,” an advisory 
from Texas Attorney Gen-
eral Ken Paxton said Friday. 
The Washington Post and 
The Wall Street Journal, cit-
ing sources they didn’t iden-
tify, have reported that target 
will be Google.

Both groups of state attor-
neys general include Demo-
crats and Republicans. Join-
ing James in the Facebook 
investigation are the attor-
neys general of Colorado, 
Florida, Iowa, Nebraska, 

North Carolina, Ohio, Ten-
nessee and the District of 
Columbia.

With some 2.4 billion 
users around the globe and a 
huge social media presence, 
Facebook has sparked out-
rage with a series of privacy 
scandals and its use by Rus-
sian operatives in the 2016 
presidential campaign.

“Even the largest social 
media platform in the world 
must follow the law and 
respect consumers,” James 
said.

She said the probe would 
seek to determine if Face-
book endangered consumer 
data, reduced the qual-
ity of consumer choices 
or increased the price of 
advertising.

The U.S. Justice Depart-
ment opened a sweeping 
antitrust investigation of big 
tech companies this sum-
mer, looking at whether 
their online platforms have 
hurt competition, sup-

pressed innovation or oth-
erwise harmed consumers. 
The Federal Trade Commis-
sion has been conducting its 
own competition probe of 
Big Tech, as has the House 
Judiciary subcommittee on 
antitrust.

The lawmaker leading 
that investigation, U.S. Rep. 
David Cicilline, D-R.I., said 
Friday the states’ probe of 
Facebook is “completely 
appropriate.”

“Facebook has proven 
time and time again that it 
cannot be trusted to regulate 
itself,” Cicilline said.

The states have the power 
to make big changes to the 
tech industry — especially 
if enough of them band 
together, said Matt Stoller, 
a fellow at the Open Mar-
kets Institute, a group that 
advocates for the breakup 
of corporate monopolies. 
Though states have limited 
jurisdictions, he said, once a 
few of the bigger states get 

involved, changes can come 
that can affect most of the 
country.

“You really have to break 
their power, and I think the 
states are more likely to 
do that than anyone else,” 
Stoller said in an interview.

Facebook said it plans 
to “work constructively” 
with the state attorneys gen-
eral and welcomes a con-
versation with policymakers 
about competition.

“People have multiple 
choices for every one of the 
services we provide,” said 
Will Castleberry, a vice pres-
ident of state and local pol-
icy. “We understand that if 
we stop innovating, people 
can easily leave our plat-
form. This underscores the 
competition we face, not 
only in the U.S. but around 
the globe.”

Google issued a state-
ment that didn’t comment 
directly on the antitrust con-
cerns but said its services 
“help people every day, cre-
ate more choice for consum-
ers, and support thousands 
of jobs and small businesses 
across the country.”

“We continue to work 

constructively with regu-
lators, including attorneys 
general, in answering ques-
tions about our business and 
the dynamic technology sec-
tor,” Google’s statement 
said.

Big Tech won’t be an 
easy target. Current interpre-
tations of U.S. law against 
monopolies don’t obviously 
apply to companies offering 
inexpensive goods or free 
online services.

Traditional antitrust law 
focuses on dominant busi-
nesses that harm consum-
ers, typically through prac-
tices that raise prices for 
consumers. But many tech 
companies offer free prod-
ucts that are paid for by a 
largely invisible trade in the 
personal data gleaned from 
those services. Others like 
Amazon offer consistently 
low prices on a wide array of 
merchandise.

AP writer Matt O’Brien 
reported from Providence, 
Rhode Island. Associated 
Press writers Kiley Arm-
strong and Tali Arbel in New 
York and Rachel Lerman in 
San Francisco contributed 
to this report.
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A conference worker passes a demo booth at Facebook’s annual F8 developer conference in 

California in 2017.
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Google’s headquarters in California.
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ADVERTISE TODAY 800.781.3214
If it doesn’t sell in two weeks

We will give you two weeks for FREE!

SELL YOUR VEHICLE HERE!

$49.95

If it Drives or Floats...
GARAGE SALE
SEASON IS HERE!

Call 800.781.3214 to

ADVERTISE TODAY!

SEASON IS HERE!SEASON IS HERE!
ONLY

$25
for 3 days

PLACE YOUR JOB 

POSTING HERE
Special Includes:

• 2 Weeks in Print 
& Online 

• Logo Included

• Facebook Boost

• Featured Advertising

Searching for Employees?

Call Brittany at 
800-781-3214

www.eomediagroup.com

The most valuable and respected

source of local news, advertising and 

information for our communities.

Customer Service Hotline

800-781-3214
8AM - 5PM or leave a message anytime

or e-mail us: circulation@dailyastorian.com

• You would like to order a subscription

• Your don’t receive your paper Tuesday, 

Thursday, Saturday

• Your paper is damaged

• You have a problem with a news rack

• You are going on vacation

• You have questions about your subscription

Please call if:

We’re your newspaper

See all of our “New Today!” listings 
posted on Facebook. Follow us at:

facebook.com/CoastMarketplace

Follow us on Facebook
204 Automobiles

2017 GMC SLT   Almost Brand 
New 2017 GMC SLT, Crew 

Cab, only 7000 Miles, Premium 
Package Not a Scratch, Has 

been in Garage, Still can smell 
the leather, Shows like a Brand 
new truck. Mint Condition!!!! I 
can’t get in the truck anymore, 
Leg Muscles Issues. The truck 

has pretty much everything. 
Bose speaker system, Front 
and Rear mud flaps,tool box, 

Spray on Bed Liner and smoke 
colored bug shield. 

No smoking or dogs ever! 
$39,300 503-791-2228 

219 ATVs/Motorcycles

E-Scooter for sale. 
Purchased new 4/18 for 

$3500.00. Used slightly. Has 
locking under-seat storage, 
19mph top speed,43 mile 

range. Carries up to 600lbs.
Headlight, turn signals horn, 

battery charger and rain 
cover. Asking $2700.00

Please call 503-861-3598

Classified Ads work hard for you!

251 Boats for Sale
1989 28’ BAYLINER Covered 

bridge area seats 6 to 7, 
bathroom w/shower, 1 bedroom, 
“V” Birth in bow, kitchen, couch 
area, cabinets, closets, fishing 

are in rear, new Galvanized 
trailer, All in very good condition  

Call 503-355-2557

107 Public Notices
PUBLIC AUCTION 

Westlake Restaurant and 
lounge 1480 S Roosevelt Drive, 
Seaside Sept 21st 2019 at 10am 

TOTAL LIQUIDATION OF 
RESTAURANT EQUIPMENT 

ETC...call for details COX 
Auctions 503-298-7396 

181 Lost & Found

Lost
 Fat white cat with orange 

Siamese markings and bright 
blue eyes. Last seen August 
31 at 5th and Jerome. Call 

Sue at 503-791-5645. 

204 Automobiles

2017 Buick Encore. Clean 
car, One owner, 30 MPG 
and 2WD, 27,000 MILES. 
$16,0000  503-716-6912 

SHOP LOCAL!
Check the Business Directory 

daily to utilize the local 
professionals advertising

in The Astorian.
To place an ad in our Business 
Directory, call 503-325-3211.

2007 Toyota  Camry LE New 
Brakes, New Headlights, 
Newer Tires. Meticulously 

maintained—garaged most of 
its’ life. $5,000 (firm) call 

303-818-6530 lv msg  


