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The county began to 
merge its housing author-
ity with the regional group 
in 2013 and has since been 
transferring over all its 
properties. The only prop-
erty left to transfer is the 
Owens-Adair Building, a 
former hospital in down-
town Astoria remodeled 
into a 46-unit complex for 
seniors and people with 
disabilities.

Todd Johnston, execu-
tive director of the regional 
housing authority, said the 
agency would assume the 
debt the county has on the 
Owens-Adair property and 
apply for money to fix some 
brickwork and replace the 
roof.

With the acquisition of 
Owens-Adair, the regional 
housing authority will own 

180 units in the county, 
including 60 in Warren-
ton, 74 in Seaside and 46 in 
Astoria.

“There’s more afford-
able housing needed, espe-
cially in the last few years 
as rents have gone up,” he 
said.

Having a larger port-
folio of housing helps 
the regional authority get 
financing for future proj-
ects, Johnston said. It 
recently secured more than 
$14 million in federal, state 
and private funds to con-
struct 60 units in Tillamook 
for people at or below 60 
percent of the area median 
income.

The agency is partnering 
on the project with Kem-
perCo LLC, a company 
contracted by the Tillamook 
County Housing Task Force 
to develop the project.

Seaside: ‘There’s more 
affordable housing needed 
... as rents have gone up’
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When screenings reveal 
students have a more serious 
dental problem or pain, Abbott 
said some parents don’t know 
how to get their child the care 
they need.

“We go through the next 
steps with them,” he said. “Is 
it trying to set them up with 
insurance? Is it getting them 
actually to the dentist? What 
can we do to help them get to 
the dentist?”

Molly Yeend, the strate-
gic projects coordinator for the 
Oregon Community Founda-
tion, said Healthy Smiles has 
found children who may have 
never been to a dentist before.

”(Abbott) is going in and 
helping to educate the kids 
so it kind of helps eliminate 
the fears that they might have 
about going to the dentist and 
understanding the importance 
of taking care of their teeth,” 
she said.

Healthy Smiles guides par-
ents and their children toward 
available dentists. However, 
children covered by the Oregon 
Health Plan have to see dentists 

in Astoria, since there are no 
dentists in South County who 
accept the state’s insurance.

There are also no pediat-
ric dentists in Clatsop County, 

which creates a barrier for care 
if a child needs extensive work, 
or just can’t be treated because 
they’re too afraid and fidgety. 
The closest pediatric dentists 

that take the Oregon Health 
Plan are in St. Helens and the 
Portland area.

“The issue is there’s just not 
enough dental providers who 
will take OHP to see these folks 
who are either low income 
or no income,” said Michael 
McNickle, the county’s public 
health director.

McNickle and Abbott said 
transportation is also a major 
obstacle for low-income fam-
ilies in South County or rural 
areas who want to take their 
children to a dentist.

 “Sometimes that’s a huge 
barrier parents have to over-
come is the distance that peo-
ple have to travel, because if 
you’re out in Jewell you have to 
come to Astoria for dental care 
and sometimes parents have to 
take entire days off work just to 
make that appointment.

“Then usually, I know when 
I go to the dentist, you go for 
the cleaning and then you have 
to go back, so that’s like two 

days off work. So if you do that 
twice a year then that’s four 
days off work just taking your 
kids to the dentist if they’re 
having any sort of problems at 
all.”

Healthy Smiles also part-
ners with the Oregon Health 
Authority, the local coordi-
nated care organization, local 
dentists and others every year 
to provide a screening and ser-
vices day at Lum’s Auto Center 
in Warrenton.

McNickle said if chil-
dren get access to dental care 
through programs like Healthy 
Smiles, they likely will not 
have as many dental issues 
when they get older.

“I think that what we’ll see 
in the future, that the number of 
cavities and orthodontic issues 
and all those kind of things 
will go down. It’s going to take 
some time, though,” he said. “I 
sure am glad Providence has 
taken that on. I think that’s a 
marvelous program.”

Healthy Smiles: Transportation is also a major obstacle for low-income families
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in Warrenton, including 
Fred Meyer, Costco and 
Walmart, where the crew 
can purchase groceries, toi-
letries and other items.

By the time the cruise 
ship season ends in late 
October, 18 ships will have 
visited Astoria this year. 
The number is expected to 
nearly double in 2020, when 
33 cruise ships are sched-
uled to visit.

“Right now, we have 
enough buses to trans-
port when we activate the 
Route 11 and Route 12 on 
cruise ship days,” Hazen 
said. “But with the amount 
of cruise ships scheduled 
next year and the amount of 
passengers coming in, we 
won’t have enough.”

When passengers arrive 
at the Port, they are wel-
comed by the Clatsop 
Cruise Hosts, a group of 
volunteers in blue vests that 
help visitors navigate the 
city. Among other things, 
the volunteers set up a ticket 
kiosk at the Port, where pas-
sengers can purchase an all-
day bus pass. Tickets are 
$6 for guests, $3 dollars for 
crew.

“It’s on and off all day. 
Once they pay their ticket 
they don’t have to pay 
again,” said Cyndi Mudge, 
the volunteer coordinator. 
“It’s really convenient.”

Other transportation 
options include walking, 
renting a car or using tour 
buses for planned outings. 
But Mudge said the major-

ity of passengers use transit 
district buses.

The growing number of 
cruise ships will increase 
the burden on the two 
routes, and without enough 
bus drivers, passengers 
could have to wait longer.

“It’s just a continual line 
for the first hour or two,” 
Mudge said of the experi-
ence now. “Think of moving 
a thousand people. That’s a 
lot of bus runs.”

“Large ships, anything 

2,000-plus, those are the 
ones that are a challenge,” 
she said. “Moving even half 
of those passengers land-
ing in our town (is) a lot of 
work.”

One of the solutions 
Hazen has suggested is to 
acquire larger buses that 
can hold up to 100 people. 
Though steps have yet to be 
taken to acquire the buses, 
he is hopeful other agen-
cies will donate used buses 
to Sunset Empire as there is 

typically a fee to have older 
buses removed.

“It’s one of the options. 
If it doesn’t work out we 
just deal with what we have 
now,” he said. “It may mean 
that when those ships come 
in people are going to have 
to stand in line longer.”

Regardless of the expan-
sion, cruise ship pressures 
and the shortage of drivers, 
Hazen remains confident.

“We’ll make it happen,” 
he said. “We always do.”

Transit: ‘We’ll make it happen. We always do’
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The Northwest Oregon Housing Authority recently took 

ownership of more than 40 units at the Clatsop Shores 

Apartments in Seaside.
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John Jacob Astor Elementary School will participate in the Providence Healthy Smiles program 

in the coming school year.
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Passengers disembark a cruise ship at the Port of Astoria in 2018.
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Screening can prevent colorectal cancer 

or catch the #2 cancer killer early when 

it’s highly treatable. Most people get 

screened because they’re encouraged 

by someone they know and trust. So 

if you’ve been screened, please talk 

about your experience. And encourage 

others to get screened too.

A Centers for Disease Control and Prevention-funded campaign

COLORECTAL CANCER

The cancer you can prevent.

TheCancerYouCanPrevent.org 

  I got screened. 
Now, I’m talking about it.


