THE ASTORIAN « SATURDAY, JULY 27, 2019

BS

Libya recovers dozens of bodies of migrants

By SAMY MAGDY
Associated Press

CAIRO — Libya’s coast guard recov-
ered dozens of bodies of Europe-bound
migrants who perished at sea as search
operations continued Friday, a day after
up to 150 people, including women and
children, went missing and were feared
drowned after their boats capsized in the
Mediterranean.

A top U.N. official described Thursday’s
shipwreck as “the worst Mediterranean
tragedy” so far this year.

The Anti-Illegal Immigration Agency
in the Libyan capital said that up to 350
migrants were on board the boats that cap-
sized off the town of Khoms, around 75
miles east of Tripoli.

The migrants include nationals from
Eritrea, Egypt, Sudan and Libya, the agency
said. Libyan officials said more than 130
migrants have been rescued since Thursday.

At least a dozen were taken to a hos-
pital in Khoms while the rest were trans-
ferred to different detention centers, includ-
ing Tajoura, located near the front lines of
the fighting between rival Libyan factions,
the officials said.

The Tajoura detention center was hit by
an airstrike on July 3 that killed more than
50 people and raised new concerns over the
treatment of migrants in Libya.

One of the survivors from Thursday’s
shipwreck, from Eritrea, said his ves-
sel started to capsize after an hour of sail-
ing. Most of the migrants on board were
women, and most of them drowned.

“All of them (who drowned) were ladies
... only two girls rescued themselves,” he
said, speaking on condition of anonymity
for fears for his safety.

The U.N. refugee agency has demanded
that the Tajoura detention center be closed,
but those calls don’t “seem to be heard. This
is putting intentionally the life of these peo-
ple at risk,” Vincent Cochetel, UNHCR’s
special envoy for the Central Mediterra-
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Rescued migrants sit on a coast some 60 miles east of Tripoli, Libya.

nean tweeted Friday.

However, the U.N. migration agency
said later Friday that once they arrived, the
84 migrants were turned back from the cen-
ter and were instead being “released gradu-
ally” into the town of Tajoura.

Separately from the shipwreck, Ayoub
Gassim, a spokesman for Libya’s coast
guard, said it had intercepted three rub-
ber boats off Tripoli on Thursday, carrying
269 Europe-bound migrants, including nine
women and two children.

Amnesty International called on EU
leaders to “show some courage” and
reverse their decision to halt migrant res-
cues in the Mediterranean. The rights group
appealed on European nation to change
their approach to one that “doesn’t con-
demn those who survive to detention in

Libya.”

“People are still risking their lives to
come to Europe,” said Amnesty’s Massimo
Moratti.

The European Union has over the
past years partnered with Libya to pre-
vent migrants from making the dangerous
journey by sea to Europe. Rights groups
say those efforts have left migrants at the
mercy of brutal armed groups or confined
in squalid detention centers that lack ade-
quate food and water.

The EU released a statement Friday say-
ing it was deeply saddened by the tragedy
off Libya’s coast and added that “sustain-
able solutions for search and rescue are
urgently needed in the Mediterranean.”

However, it also said “Libya’s current
system of managing irregular migration and

arbitrarily detaining refugees and migrants
has to end.”

U.N. Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres reiterated Friday that “Libya is
not a safe country of asylum” and stressed
that “refugees must be treated with dignity
and respect, and in accordance with inter-
national law,” U.N. deputy spokesman Far-
han Haq said.

After the NATO-backed uprising that
toppled and killed longtime ruler Moam-
mar Gadhafi in 2011, Libya became a major
conduit for African migrants and refugees
seeking a better life in Europe. Traffick-
ers and armed groups have exploited Lib-
ya’s chaos since his overthrow, and have
been implicated in widespread abuses of
migrants, including torture and abduction
for ransom.

In January, some 117 died or went miss-
ing off Libya’s coast and around 65 people
drowned after their boat sank off the coast
of Tunisia in May.

At least 2,500 migrants have been
detained in centers in and around Tripoli,
where forces loyal to commander Khal-
ifa Hifter are battling an array of militias
loosely aligned with a U.N.-recognized
government.

Hifter’s offensive — an attempt to seize
Tripoli — started in April and has killed
more than 1,000 people, mainly combat-
ants but also civilians, the U.S. said earlier
this month.

The Tripoli-based government has
blamed the Tajoura airstrike on Hifter’s
forces, which have denied responsibility
and accuse government-linked militias of
storing weapons at the facility.

The U.N. refugee agency says 164
migrants died traveling from Libya to
Europe since the start of the year, fewer
than in previous years. But the agency
says the journey is becoming more dan-
gerous for those who attempt it, with one
out of four perishing at sea before reaching
Europe. The U.N.’s death toll of 154 didn’t
include the scores who drowned Thursday.
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Lost black 4H sweatshirt with
Green Grasshopper on front.
Lost it on Wednesday, on
Alameda, in Astoria.

If found please call Dee @

conjunction with the Energy

New Today/

Warrenton fixer main st
RM zoning $110,000/offer

651 Help Wanted

Point Adams Packing Company
is hiring Full-Time Maintenance
during whiting season.
Apply at 482 Fleet
Street in Hammond

651 Help Wanted

Point Adams Packing Company
is hiring part-time office help
during whiting season.
Apply at 482 Fleet Street
in Hammond

Trust of Oregon, is hosting an
energy workshop. The
workshop is scheduled for
Wednesday, July 31, 2019,
10:00 a.m. till noon at the
Warrenton Grade School
Multi-Purpose Room at
820 SW Cedar Avenue
in Warrenton.

The workshop will include
consultants and engineers
who will brainstorm ideas with
staff and community
regarding various
opportunities to reduce
energy consumption of the
new middle school building
as part of the ongoing design
process. Other ideas related
to the reduction of water
and gas usage will also be
explored. The new middle
school is currently under
design and scheduled to
open in the Fall of 2021. Itis
paid for through bond funding
approved by the voters in
November 2018.

This workshop is partially
funded by the Energy Trust of
Oregon and is a first step to
applying for potential energy
grants that may be available
to the District.

This is an open workshop to
anyone wishing to attend.
No RSVP is necessary.
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Looking for a new place to
live? The classified ads offer
a complete section of homes,
apartments, and mobile
homes to fit your needs.
Check daily for new listings!

503-298-9396

503-791-7990

Monday-Friday 8am-1pm

Monday-Friday 8am-1pm

204 Automobiles

Lincoln town-car Cartier,
For sale! All power/rides a
cloud. $3,950
Oceanpark WA
360-244-2826
360-665-0590

home
large
wood

Toyota Tundra for sale
2012, low mileage.
Towing package. $22,500
Ocean Park WA
360-244-2826
360-665-0590

iew D
4834

House 1900 sq ft custom built

call 360-431-4834 or 503-
556-9784 See at: 1101 Lakev-

, 3 bedroom, 2 bath,
fenced back yard, hard-
floors $375.000 for apt

r, llwaco, WA, 360-431-
cjquilter70@gmail.com

PALRE

Cargo Van For Sale
Silver 2016 Ford Transit,
Connect XLT

Only viewable on our website,
www.dailyastorian.com.

for more information!

Have you seen our
FEATURED ADS?

Call 503-325-3211

Excellent Condition
52,000 miles
$16,500

651 Help Wanted

503-812-3489

251 Boats for Sale w

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

Astoria School District

SPECIALIST

ww.astoria.k12.or.us

BOAT FOR SALE

16 1/2 fiber form boat, 70
horse evinrude,
3 life jackets, anchor and
anchor puller, 3 trap pods,
bimini top.

Fami

Full-Time Employment

ly Health Center Ocean

Park, WA seeks Med Asst.

Must have active

WA DOH certification.

$2,500
503-861-9816

Send resume Ocean Park, WA.

jobs@cfamhc.org

DENTAL ASSISTANT
Long-Standing
Family Practice.
24-32 hours/week.
X-ray certified.
Competitive wage.
Resumes to:
PO BOX 396,
Long Beach, WA 96831

New Today/

Cashier/Clerk
Looking for full-time and
part-time employees.
Accepting application for
honest, friendly,
self-motivated.
Starting pay $12.50
per hour or DOE.
Benefits for full-time
employment after 6 Months.
Pre Employment Drug
screening required.
Applications available at
Bud’s RV in Gearhart
4412 Hwy. 101 North
Gearhart, OR 97138

Call 503-325-3211 to place
a classified ad from the

comfort of your own home!

BUSY ASTORIA HOTEL
NOW HIRING FOR

FRONT DESK
HOUSEKEEPING
LAUNDRY
YEAR-ROUND POSITIONS
Health Insurance
401K
Competitive Wage
Bonus Program
No Phone Calls Please

Apply in Person
204 West Marine Drive
Astoria or email to
sales@astoriahie.com

Clatsop County
Maintenance Assistant |
$3,232.56 to $3,929.20

month

Seeking entry-level
Maintenance Assistant for
Clatsop County buildings,

grounds. Requires basic
knowledge of plumbing,
electrical, carpentry,
custodial; HS or equivalent
with minimum 1 year facility/
landscape maintenance
experience. Apply online:
www.co.clatsop.or.us/hr,
Job Openings.
AA/EQOE

[ www.DailyAstorian.com

7-26 CRYPTOQUIP
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip:

A WATER-WORN
GULLY-BLE.

RAVINE,

T BYQ TCYPTQG EXCGOXSV
BYMMTQP ZNYZ HIJXATMG XA

HGQQV Y BXHHGJ NGYS.

IF YOU BELIEVE
EVERYBODY WHO SAYS THEY’VE FOUND
I GUESS YOU'RE

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals M

Going on vacation?
Call 503-325-3211 to put a
hold on your subscription.

301 RVs & Travel

Trailers

XQ Y

Alumascape Travel trailer.
Year 2002. 25ft. Slide out.
Excellent condition.
78761 HWY 53 Nehalem, OR
503-368-6182 Home

503-440-1946 Cell
Claudia or Jim
$8,500

7-27

New Today/

Church Nursery Care
Attendant Position
For 0-3 year olds at First
Lutheran church, Astoria.

Sundays from 8:15am-12:15pm. PROHT ZRZZRIF P GOW
$12.50 per hour.
For complete job description YIGAAHTF: ZRJROHH YRGT.
and qualifications contact Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I CAN IMAGINE

flcastoria@gmail.com
Or call 503-325-6252.
Resumes and cover letter

accepted through 8/19 HEAD.
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SOMEBODY CALLING THAT PROFILE OF
ABRAHAM LINCOLN ON A PENNY A COPPER

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals O
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