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By MARK MILLER
Oregon Capital Bureau

SALEM — Oregonians 
are in line for a big personal 
income tax credit, in the 
form of a  unique “kicker” 
rebate, when they fi le their 
taxes in 2020.

That’s because the state 
has collected far more 
money over the past two 
years than was expected, 
state economists Mark 
McMullen and Josh Leh-
ner said Wednesday . Per-
sonal income tax collections 
during the fi rst quarter of 
the year were the highest on 
record. 

In most states, any 
extra revenue goes to the 
state L egislature to spend. 
But because Oregon law 
requires the stake to “kick” 
much of its unanticipated 
money back to taxpayers, 
the state gets to keep only a 
portion.

“Relative to our coun-
terparts in other states, this 
is a diffi cult day for us,” 
McMullen said. “This has 
been a really nationwide 
phenomenon in terms of 
the revenue surge, but to 
all our counterparts, that’s a 

happy story. … Unfortu-
nately, with our unique 
kicker law, that’s not the 
case.”

If the state collects 2% 
more in personal income 
taxes than what state econ-
omists predicted two years 
ago, it triggers the kicker 
rebate, which means that 
extra money goes back to 
Oregonians instead of being 
spent by the state govern-
ment. The state smashed 
through that threshold by 
more than $1 billion.

Oregon taxpayers will 
get back about $1.4 billion, 
nearly double what econo-
mists predicted just a few 
months ago.

That would be the larg-
est kicker in state history, 
according to McMullen, 

dwarfi ng the $463 million 
kicker that taxpayers got 
back in 2018.

Right now, McMullen 
said, it looks like the median 
kicker rebate will be about 
$338. For the state’s top 
earners, it will be close to 
$14,000.

A check on taxation
Republicans leapt to the 

defense of the kicker, warn-
ing Democrats against dip-
ping into it.

“This constitutionally 
mandated check on exces-
sive taxation must be hon-
ored and not raided for 
pet projects or to grow the 
bureaucracy in Salem,” said 
state House Minority Leader 
Carl Wilson, R-Grants Pass, 
in a statement.

This is the last reve-
nue forecast before the 
June 30 deadline for law-
makers to pass a state 
budget. It’s important 
because it tells lawmak-
ers how much money they 
can spend in the next two 
years.

Legislative budget-writ-
ers have to produce a bal-
anced budget that doesn’t 
spend more money than the 
state takes in.

“This will be the fore-
cast that sets the stage for 
the budget for ‘19 (to) ‘21,” 
said Chris Allanach, legisla-
tive revenue offi cer.

On Wednesday, key 
Senate Democrats sig-
naled they will take a mea-
sured approach to what 
Sen. Mark Hass, D-Beaver-
ton, described as “a historic 
windfall.”

“It should go to one of 
the education stability fund, 
rainy day fund, PERS (Pub-
lic Employees Retirement 
System) fund — what-
ever one of those long-
term funds,” Hass said. “I 
think we’re going to sock it 
away.”

Senate Majority Leader 
Ginny Burdick, D-Port-
land, and Sen. Chuck Riley, 
D-Hillsboro, said the eco-
nomic good times won’t 
last.

“Today’s forecast is 
great news regarding the 
budget situation, but his-
tory shows us that the spike 
will not last,” Burdick said 
in a statement, adding, 
“We must continue prepar-
ing our state to weather an 
inevitable economic down-
turn, and we need to be 
doing that while times are 
good.”

Riley remarked, “We all 
know there’s going to be, 
eventually — hopefully not 

soon — a downturn. And 
we’re going to need those 
reserves. So I think every-
thing we can get, we should 
put in reserves — every-
thing that we hadn’t planned 
on.”

On the other side of the 
Capitol and in the gover-
nor’s offi ce, leading Dem-
ocrats expressed open-
ness to spending part of 
the windfall on other pri-
orities, such as affordable 
housing.

By MARK MILLER
Oregon Capital Bureau

SALEM — A mas-
sive proposal to inject more 
money into Oregon’s strug-
gling public school system 
is headed to the governor’s 
desk, where it is expected to 
be signed into law.

The state  Senate approved 
House Bill 3427 on an 18-11 
vote Monday,  delivering 
Democrats a signature vic-
tory — but only after the 
party, which holds superma-
jorities in both the House and 
Senate, gave up signifi cant 
concessions to ensure they 
could have a vote at all. 

As a condition of allowing 
a vote, Republicans issued a 
list of demands, including 
legislation they wanted Dem-
ocrats to abandon.

On Monday, Democratic 
leaders agreed to jettison 
Senate Bill 978, a gun con-
trol bill widely opposed by 
Republicans, and House Bill 
3063, which would end non-
 medical exemptions from 
vaccination for schoolchil-
dren. The latter bill had just 
passed the House last week.

Outnumbered Republi-
cans, unhappy about one of 
the largest tax increases in 
state history passing through 
the Legislature at “warp 
speed,” endeavored to throw 
the brakes on HB 3427, also 
known as the Student Suc-
cess Act.

Two weeks ago, House 
Republicans began requir-
ing the text of all bills to be 
read in full before a fl oor 
vote — a process that took 
close to three hours for the 
45-page Student Success bill. 
But while that May 1 ses-
sion took up most of the day, 
the bill’s passage was never 
in serious doubt, and it was 
approved 37-21.

Last week, Senate Repub-
licans skipped out on seven 
fl oor sessions in which a 
vote on HB 3427 was sched-
uled. While Democrats have 
enough votes to pass a tax 
bill without Republican sup-
port, at least 20 senators must 
be present for the Senate to 
hold a vote. That forced a 
frustrated state Senate Pres-
ident Peter Courtney, D-Sa-
lem, to repeatedly adjourn 
without a quorum and ulti-
mately kick the vote to this 
week.

“This is the only tool 
we have,” Senate Minority 
Leader Herman Baertschiger 
Jr., R-Grants Pass, declared 
before his caucus’ walkout. 
“We know, we know, elec-
tions have consequences — 
we got it. But this is bad.”

Ultimately, Democrats 
chose to hold fi rm on the Stu-
dent Success Act  in exchange 
for the gun control and vac-

cine bills.
“This is not a pretty pro-

cess sometimes, but we have 
a gorgeous result today,” 
Senate Majority Leader 
Ginny Burdick, D-Portland, 
said after Monday’s vote.

Raising taxes on business 
to pay for better public edu-
cation was a top priority for 
Democratic leaders heading 
into this year’s legislative 
session.

Oregon already spends 
about half of its discretion-
ary budget on education. 
But education advocates, 
including a state commission 

formed to fi gure out what 
Oregon needs to have a  qual-
ity education model,  say it’s 
not enough.

The $2 billion per bien-
nium coming from HB 3427 
would effectively close the 
gap between the current ser-
vice level and the quality 
education model, although 
it won’t increase the state 

school fund.
The bill makes nearly half 

a million dollars per year 
available in state grants for 
school districts. Each district 
would have to present a plan 
for how it wants to use the 
grant money, and it would 
be obligated to report back to 
the state on what effect that 
additional spending has.

Oregon taxpayers to see $1.4 billion kicker
A surge in 
state revenue

Oregon Capital Bureau

Oregon tax collections are higher than expected.

State Senate OKs school reform tax
Bill could generate 
$1 billion a year

To Our Wonderful Customers

It is with heartfelt sadness that we are 

closing our doors on May 27, 2019. We 

have enjoyed the past 15 years with 

you and want to thank you for your 

support, kindness and friendship. We 

truly appreciate and value the time we 

have shared together with you and your 

families.

To thank you for your patronage we will 

be having a special 1/2 price Appreciation 

Day on Tues, May 21st for all of our 

customers. In addition, in honor of our 

beloved manager, Brad Campbell, who 

unexpectedly passed in Sept. 2018, ALL 

proceedes for the May 21st Appreciation 

Day, will be donated to the Bradley K. 

Campbell Memorial Fund at Warrenton 

High School, to support students who 

need financial help in order to play sports.

We hope you will continue to enjoy 

our food, service and friendship at the 

Dooger’s Seaside location.

Sincerely,

All of the Warrenton Staff

and the Wiese family

aConsult
PROFESSIONAL

Q:My screen is dark, 
and my computer 
won’t start.

A: 1) Press and hold down 
the power button for 30 

seconds or more. Press the 
power button to start normally. 

2) Connect a lamp to check it is 
receiving power or move it to a 
known good wall socket. 

3) For laptops, if you have a 
voltmeter, check for 19 volts 
coming from your charger. Inner 
ring is usually “+” and outside is 
“-.“ We’re glad to help with low 
cost estimates and repairs.

We beat all 
on-line prices.

Call us with 
your quote.

LEO FINZI

Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 11-4
503-325-2300

Astoria’s Best.com
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Q:

One of the 

requirements to enroll in 

a Medicare Supplement 

Policy is to have both Parts 

A (hospitalization) and Part 

B (medically necessary i.e. 

doctors, lab work etc). 

A:

Do I have to have 
Part B Medicare 
coverage to enroll 
in an Medicare 
Supplement Plan?

Steve Putman

putmanagency@gmail.com

Licensed in Oregon 

and Washington

503-440-1076

Medicare Products

Q:

A:

My child’s baby teeth 
have cavities.  Why 
should they be filled if 
they are just going to 
fall out in a few years?

Children’s teeth are very import-
ant to the health of the child and 

the development of the dental jaw and 
forming permanent teeth.  Baby teeth 
not only give the child chewing function, 
cute esthetics, but also serve an important 
role in the jaw formation.  Premature loss 
of primary teeth can adversely affect the 
jaw growth, position and timing of the 
eruption of permanent teeth, and if badly 
decayed or infected  be a source of pain, 
sickness, and risk to other teeth.  Please 
have your dentist evaluate your child’s 
“baby teeth”.

JEFFREY M. LEINASSAR
DMD, FAGD

503/325-0310
1414 MARINE DRIVE,

ASTORIA
www.smileastoria.com

Q:

A:

Does the 
Oregon Health 
Plan cover 
chiropractic 
care?

Yes! The Oregon 
Health Plan does cover 

chiropractic care with 
referral from your primary 
care physician.

Call us today for more 
information or to schedule 
your appointment.

Now accepting new patients.

Barry Sears, D.C.

ASTORIA 
CHIROPRACTIC

503-325-3311

2935 Marine Drive 
Astoria, Oregon

Hughes- 
Ransom
Mortuary
Astoria: 576 12th St.  

503.325.2535

Seaside: 220 N. Holladay  
503.738.6622

Eric J. Anderson - Funeral Director

www.hughes-ransom.com

A:There are two authorizations 
that are needed to perform the 

cremation.
1). Authorizing agent/ Next of Kin
2). Doctor authorization or Medical 
Examiner release. If the family 
wishes for the cremation to be done 
immediately In some cases, Hughes-
Ransom Mortuary & Crematorium 
has been able to cremate and give 
the family their loved ones cremated 
remains to them the same day the 
person has died. On average, the 
process from start to finish is 3 days. 
Providing the funeral home can 
get the authorizations. By having 
a crematorium on site allows for 
expedited care and personalized local 
requests.

Q: How long does it normally 
take before we can pick up 
our loved ones cremated 
remains after we have met 
with the funeral home?

Alder and Maple Saw Logs & Standing Timber

Northwest Hardwoods • Longview, WA
Contact: John Anderson • 360-269-2500

WANTED


